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Message from the co-presidents

LWVNE works to educate voters for Nov. 5 election
By Claudia Stevenson and Janelle Stevenson

With early voting underway for the Nov. 5 general election, we
recognize the work being done by members of the League of
Women Voters of Nebraska to educate voters statewide.

Jeanne Miller, VOTE411 administrator, has done the work of 10
people. Nebraska voters can see the names of 672 candidates
appearing in 480 races, only 112 of which are competitive. It is a
powerful platform to see who is running in the races that affect you
at your address.

VOTEA411 provides a trusted, nonpartisan forum for candidates to
offer answers, in their own words, to questions about their priorities
and plans. For most of Nebraska, we chose to focus on statewide
races and above. Voters in Sarpy County will also see local school
board races, while voters in Douglas and Lancaster counties will
see every race — state, county, local municipalities and school board
—as well as special issues on their ballots.

The LWVNE’s communications team has been very active this
voting season. They make regular updates to the LWVNE website.
For those on social media, they keep people informed through
Facebook, Instagram, X and Threads. They also update LWVNE
members across the state through direct emails via MailChimp.
Most recently, this information included the six initiatives that
appear on the ballot for the 2024 general election.

Speaking of ballot initiatives, Rachel Gibson — the LWVNE’s
action vice president — created a presentation to explain these issues
to community groups. She also created a two-page document that
summarizes each of the six issues.
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Links to PDFs of the ballot issues guide — in English and in Spanish — are available on the LWVNE website.
They can be distributed via handouts, email or mail

Our future goals for the LWVNE include:
e A 10% increase in the number of people participating in the LWVNE’s various action teams.
e A 5% increase in the overall membership in Nebraska’s local and state Leagues.
e Establishment of another local League in Nebraska.

Thank you for your valuable work; the Nov. 5 election is just eight days away.
Turn up, turn out.

LWVNE’s VOTE411 includes 672 candidates in 480 races
By Jeanne Miller, VOTE411 administrator

As I’'m writing this, the wind has shifted to the north and the temperatures are suddenly feeling more like fall.
The Nov. 5 election date no longer seems far off but more immediate. What have | been doing with VOTE411,
the League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s online platform for information on the races and candidates on
your ballot, to get to this point?

VOTEA411 includes the names of 741 candidates, 672 of whom are on the ballot in November. Those candidates
are running for 480 races, so that tells you that there are a lot of non-competitive races out there. (The 67
candidates who lost in the May 14 primary election and two whose races were decided in the primary are
archived on the VOTE411 platform.)

I limited my efforts to congressional races, state-level races and

411 everything else above the county level. Volunteers from the LWV of
Greater Omaha helped get information on all Douglas County races and
FLECTION INFORMATION You NeeD ballot measures, while volunteers from the LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster
=135 ,,,E County helped with Lancaster County races and the county’s one ballot
@:1 o measure.
[=]i . . o
VOTE411 also includes the five statewide initiative measures and one
statewide referendum measure.

So what races can a voter from any part of Nebraska expect to see?

U.S. Senate University of Nebraska Board of Regents
U.S. House of Representatives Community college boards of education
Public Service Commission Natural Resource Districts
Odd-numbered state legislative districts Public Power Districts

State Board of Education Educational Service Units

In the two counties with active volunteers, VOTE411 has an approximate 67% response rate from candidates.
Statewide, the candidate response rate is about 24%. This result isn’t surprising, given the sheer number of
uncontested races at these levels.

Of the four candidates for U.S. president appearing on every state's ballots, Kamala Harris of the Democratic
Party and Jill Stein of the Green Party have responded to the questions posed by VOTE411. Of the five
incumbent U.S. Senate and U.S. House members from Nebraska, only U.S. Rep. Don Bacon responded, which
was to be expected with a competitive race against Tony Vargas in District 2.



Vargas and the challengers for Nebraska’s two U.S. Senate races and Congressional District 1 race participated
in VOTEA411 for the general election. Neither of the two candidates running in Nebraska’s Congressional
District 3 race responded.

At the national level, the VOTE411 team is rolling out a campaign asking voters to contact their candidates to
ask them to respond. As voters and constituents, we should be asking our elected representatives to engage with
us and share their thoughts and opinions on the issues that matter to us.

VOTE411 volunteers have asked our current U.S. Senators and U.S. Representatives in Districts 1 and 3 to
participate in VOTE411 — 12 times each. Maybe your request to your representatives in the U.S. Congress to
participate in VOTE411 will be the one that makes it happen.

LWVNE issues positions on three ballot measures, provides educational guide
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska has taken a position on three of the six ballot issues that are on the
Nov. 5 ballot. It also has provided an educational guide on all six issues that is published on its website and
promoted through Zoom and in-person presentations to members of the public.

The six ballot issues certified by Secretary of State Robert Evnen to appear on the general election ballot after
meeting signature requirements are (in the order that they appear): Protect Women and Children (434), Private
Education Scholarship Partial Referendum (435), Paid Sick Leave (436), Nebraska Medical Cannabis Patient
Protection (437), Nebraska Medical Cannabis Regulation (438) and Protect the Right to Abortion (439).

The LWVNE supports voting no on initiative 434, repeal on referendum 435 and yes on initiative 439.

Initiatives 434 and 439 are competing abortion-related amendments to the Nebraska state Constitution. As a
member of the Protect Our Rights coalition, the LWVNE supports a vote of no on 434 and yes on 439 to ensure
the rights of Nebraskans to make decisions about their reproductive health care with their medical practitioners.

In the event that two conflicting measures are approved, the Nebraska
Constitution (Article 111, Section 2) provides that the measure with the
most affirmative votes supersedes the other on all points of conflict.

[Eer

INITIATIVES

“Nebraska is the only state with competing constitutional amendments £ 1 0 1 .
regarding abortion on the 2024 general election ballot,” said Claudia )
Stevenson, co-president of the LWVNE. “It takes two votes to ensure a

constitutional right of Nebraskans to make decisions about abortion = a 22 E =
with their health care providers. A vote against 434 and a vote for 439 2 il =
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will amend the Constitution to allow for abortion based on ‘viability’ as '=ss e e W
determined by a patient and their health care practitioner and prohibits l«w-

the Legislature from enacting additional regulations,” she said.

As a member of the Support Our Schools coalition, the LWVNE also recommends voting repeal on 435, the
Private Education Scholarship Partial Referendum. The LWVNE opposes publicly funded private school
scholarships created by the Legislature in the 2024 session with the passage of LB1402; the program is
projected to cost the state $10 million per year.

The LWVNE has not voted to take a position on 436, Paid Sick Leave; 437, Nebraska Medical Cannabis Patient
Protection; and 438, Nebraska Medical Cannabis Regulation.



"With the large number of ballot initiative and referendum efforts this year, the LWVNE board decided to focus
its efforts on the two abortion-related amendments and the referendum to repeal the state’s funding of private
school scholarships,” Stevenson said. “Not taking a stance on the remaining three issues — one on paid leave and
two on medical marijuana — does not reflect a specific League position but rather our commitment to fully
researching, understanding and endorsing a topic, something that we, as a volunteer organization, simply did
not have the capacity to do this year."

Under the leadership of Rachel Gibson, LWVNE action vice president, the state League has created an
educational guide on all six ballot issues. The guide is available at this link.

“Our ballot issues guide translates what each of the five initiatives and one referendum would do into plain
language and minimizes partisan spin,” Gibson said. The guide is organized in the order that each issue appears
on the ballot, the official ballot language of each, a description of each in plain language that provides
additional clarification and what a vote for or against would do — or, in the case of 435, the Private Education
Scholarship Partial Referendum, what a vote to retain or repeal — would do.

In addition to creating the ballot issues guide, Gibson has been speaking at Zoom and in-person events on the
five initiatives and one referendum on the Nov. 5 ballot. The presentations cover how the ballot initiative and
referendum process works in Nebraska, what questions are on the ballot and “how to decipher what each means
to make sure you are voting for what you want,” she said.

Gibson presented “Ballot Initiatives 101" with Jean McGuire, president of the LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster
County, for its Lunch and Learn on Oct. 3; at the Westminster Presbyterian Church in Lincoln on Oct. 6; via a
Zoom hosted by the LWV of Greater Omaha on Oct. 21; and at the Papillion Sump Memorial Library on Oct.
23. To date, these presentations have reached more than 150 people.

“Nebraskans have a gift that not all Americans have — the ability to exercise direct democracy,” Gibson said. “It
is our responsibility to take advantage of that gift by helping others feel educated and empowered to make our
state what we want it to be.”

Nebraska Supreme Court upholds felon voting rights after sentence served
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

The Nebraska Supreme Court on Oct. 16 upheld felon voting rights after sentence served and directed
compliance with LB20, a bill passed in the 2024 legislative session with bipartisan support.

The court’s decision came just two days before the Oct. 18 midnight deadline to register to vote online and nine
days before the Oct. 25 deadline to register in person at a county election office.

The court’s decision “supports our democratic form of government by
D o N E supporting LB20,” said Joanna Lindberg, co-director of government
for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska. The LWVNE supported

LB20, the bill passed by the Legislature in 2024 with a 38-6 bipartisan
vote.
@

Nebraska’s Supreme Court Gov. Jim Pillen allowed the bill to become law without his signature,
says voters with past felonies and it was to go into effect on July 19, allowing individuals who
must be allowed to vote. committed a felony and had completed probation/parole to register to
Sl b A enn:T Vel de):lc1l Vvote immediately rather than waiting two years under the previous law

7 I passed in 2005.



https://lwvnebraska.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/LWVNE-Ballot-Summary-Handout-Official-Final.pdf

However, on July 17, Nebraska Attorney General Mike Hilgers issued a formal opinion that “only the Nebraska
Pardons Board — not the Legislature — has the authority to restore a person’s voting rights under the Nebraska
Constitution’s separation of powers.” Hilgers also argued that the underlying 2005 law, which automatically
restored voting rights two years after the completion of a felony sentence, was unconstitutional.

Based on that opinion, Secretary of State Bob Evnen instructed county election offices to stop registering
people with felony convictions.

On July 29, the American Civil Liberties Union of Nebraska and national law firm Faegre Drinker filed a
petition challenging the directive on behalf of three individual plaintiffs and Civic Nebraska, a nonpartisan,
nonprofit group. Oral arguments before the Nebraska Supreme Court were held on Aug. 28.

In its Oct. 16 decision, the Nebraska Supreme Court ordered Evnen to implement the law “immediately.”
Several justices also delivered some harsh comments to the state about its constitutionality arguments,
according to a story aired Oct. 16 by Omaha television station 6 News WOWT.

Although advocacy groups urged Evnen to extend the Oct. 25 deadline for in-person voter registration, he
declined to do so.

According to a story broadcast Oct. 23 on 6 News WOWT, the Douglas County Election Commission reported
that it had processed 189 voter registration applications — in person, by mail and online — as of Oct. 22 evening
from Nebraskans with felony convictions who had completed their entire sentence. That was in addition to the
400 pending Douglas County applications provided by the Nebraska Secretary of State’s office, according to the
report.

“All applications will be processed by the deadline so that individuals who are eligible to be registered to vote
and have submitted a voter registration application will be able to vote in the Nov. 5 election,” a spokeswoman
with the county election office said in an email to 6 News WOWT.

Advocates for the restoration of voting rights for Nebraskans who are “off paper” — meaning they have
completed their term of incarceration, probation, supervised release or parole; satisfied any other requirements
from the court; and remained conviction-free — estimated that around 7,000 would become eligible to vote in the
Nov. 5 general election.

“It’s a brighter future for all of us that forgiveness for making a mistake will be a Nebraska norm,” the
LWVNE’s Lindberg said.

According to the Oct. 23 story aired on 6 News WOWT, the estimated 7,000 Nebraskans who became eligible
to vote by the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold LB20, is “on top of the 60,000 Nebraskans who got their
right to vote back in 2005, when lawmakers ended the lifetime voting ban for felons. By some estimates, the
court decision may have impacted as many as 80,000 voters in Nebraska.”

Nebraska Voter to transition to e-newsletter template in 2025
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

In 2025, the Nebraska Voter will transition from its current PDF version to an email newsletter template with a
goal of increasing accessibility and engagement with subscribers.

Since the League of Women Voters of Nebraska first published a newsletter in 1924, the Nebraska Voter has
undergone a number of changes in its format and delivery. Since 2021, it has been delivered to subscribers in

the League’s MailChimp audience as an email with a summary of content and a link to a PDF that is stored on
the LWVNE website.


https://www.wowt.com/2024/10/16/nebraska-supreme-court-rebukes-state-officials-ruling-restoring-felon-voting-rights/
https://www.wowt.com/2024/10/23/election-2024-nearly-200-apply-vote-douglas-county-after-ruling-felon-voter-rights/

Over the past three years, the Nebraska Voter has increased in page length from an average of 10-15 pages to
more than 20 pages. The Spring 2024 issue was 35 pages. Although analytics provided by MailChimp show that
an average of 67% of our 441 subscribers open the email with the link to the Nebraska Voter, the number who
click on the link to open the PDF of the newsletter averages about 12%.

Many organizations now reach their audiences through a pre-designed format known as an email newsletter
template or e-newsletter to increase accessibility and engagement. Research shows that readers are more likely
to open and read newsletters delivered in a digital format within their email browser.

We believe it is time for the LWVNE to take this next step. Beginning in
2025, the Nebraska Voter will appear as a template when you open your
MailChimp email. From there, you can click on individual links to the
articles, features and reports in which you are most interested.

THE NEBRASKAVOTER

The same amount of content can be included from the links on the page, but LW texcuorwovenvorsss
instead of a PDF with a lot of pages, the Nebraska Voter will appear as a u

directory on one page in an email. For historical purposes, this version of the
Nebraska Voter will be saved as a PDF on the LWVNE website. A link to
the PDF version will be included on the bottom of the e-newsletter template
for those who prefer reading the Nebraska Voter in that format.

You can view a mock-up of the new version of the Nebraska Voter here. To see how the Nebraska Voter will
look in an email, scroll down to the bottom of the PDF and click on view in browser.

The new format was proposed to members of the LWVNE board at its Oct. 12 meeting and was favorably
received. Thanks to Candide Villard Santiago, LWVNE office administrator, who created the template design.
In working on the mock-up, it was easy to add content compared to laying out articles, photos and graphics in a
PDF.

With the transition to the new format, we are also considering increasing the number of newsletters each year
from the current four to as many as six — for example, every other month — to reduce the amount of content in
each issue.

When the LWVNE’s newsletter was first published in 1924 as The Intelligent Voter, its mission was to
“disseminate accurate and impartial information for civic needs.” Its format may have changed over the years,
but its mission remains the same: to educate members and help them engage in civic life.

LWVNE board approves statewide study on elder care
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

At its Oct. 12 meeting, the League of Women Voters of Nebraska board approved a statewide study on elder
care and a resolution to support legislation that will establish statehood for the people of the District of
Columbia.

The board also approved appointments to four committees and a grant to support advertising of an educational
program sponsored by the Seward County LWV.

The statewide study on elder care was proposed by the LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster County, represented at the
board meeting by Carla Larson, vice president. The proposal submitted to the board noted that the League does
not have a position at any level on elder care. Thus, the LWVLL identified the issue as one it wanted to study in
its program planning earlier this year and voted at its annual meeting in April to support such a study.
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As LWVLL members began to explore the topic, they found that much of the data relating to elder care is
statewide. For example, Nebraska has seen the closure of 44 nursing homes and 35 assisted living facilities
since 2015, the majority in rural areas, and 60% of Nebraska nursing home residents rely on Medicaid to pay
for their care.

Because issues related to elder care impact all areas of the state, the LWVLL proposed that the state League, all
local Leagues and members at large in Nebraska embark on a statewide study to establish a position on elder
care for the LWVNE. The motion made by Larson was approved by the LWVNE board.

The LWVNE board also approved a resolution proposed by the national League of Women Voters to support
legislation that would establish statehood for the people of the District of Columbia. The LWVUS resolution
noted that legislation currently before the U.S. Congress would create the 51% state — to be known as
Washington, Douglass Commonwealth — out of its residential and commercial areas while keeping the core of
federal buildings, monuments, museums and the mall in the smaller federal Capital.

If the legislation passes both houses of Congress and is signed by the president, citizens living in this new state
would have the right to elect two U.S. senators and a number of U.S. representatives proportionate to its
population to the U.S. Congress.

On the recommendation of the Grants Committee, the LWVNE board approved a grant request of $110 to the
Seward County LWV to cover newspaper advertising for an educational event.

Appointments of members to LWVNE committees with vacancies also were made: Carolyn Thiele, Omaha, to
the Budget-Finance Committee; Joanna Lindberg, Omaha, to the Grants Committee; and Bonnie Kruse,
Seward, to the Nominating Committee.

The LWVNE also appointed members to a committee to study the LWVNE’s General Policy: Caroline
Sedlacek and Jan McKenzie, both Omaha; Claudia Stevenson, Ogallala; and Judy Puncochar, St. Paul.

Member spotlight

Puncochar combines commitment to environment with League service
By Charlyne Berens, associate editor

Judy Puncochar is the newest member of the of the League of Women of Nebraska’s Natural Resources and
Energy Action Team, a role that dovetails nicely with her commitment to preserving the environment on her
farm near St. Paul.

She also serves as a co-representative of members at large on the LWVNE board of directors.

Puncochar was born on that farm and lived there until she was nine, when her father took
a job with the Bureau of Reclamation. That took the family to California and then
southern Oregon. But when her Nebraska grandmother wanted to sell the farm,
Puncochar bought it — at the ripe old age of 26.

But she didn’t go right home to farm. Instead, she earned a Ph.D. in educational
psychology from the University of Minnesota, then stayed there to teach for 17 years.
Puncochar followed that with 17 years teaching and researching in her field — science
Judy Puncochar education — at Northern Michigan University in Marquette — “supporting the farm at the
same time,” she says.




Puncochar moved back to Nebraska when she retired in 2020, teaching online for a while and easing into full-
time farming.

Today, Puncochar and her sister are working to get their entire farm into the Conservation Reserve Program
through conservation planning. The CRP converts environmentally sensitive land to native vegetative cover.
The program's goals are to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion and reduce loss of wildlife habitat.

They’d like to turn the entire 180-plus acres into prairie. They raise honeybees — six hives so far, selling out
their honey every year — and want to continue to do that while also doing some grazing of cattle on native
prairie grasses.

“We’re trying to get the soil into better shape,” Puncochar said. “We’re getting rid of invasive tree species and
trying to return to native trees and grasses.”

When she lived in Michigan, Puncochar said she had admired the League and the way it “had its fingers on the
pulse of what was going on in the state.” But she was not a League member, instead devoting her time to active
involvement with the American Association of University Women.

When she moved back to Nebraska, Puncochar found that the AAUW was less active here, but she noticed the
League of Women Voters was a real presence. She saw the Nebraska League informing citizens about the
direction the state was taking through the laws that were introduced in the Legislature just as she had seen in
Michigan. That included laws dealing with endangered species and other environmental legislation.

To learn more about the Nebraska League, she attended its annual meeting in Seward in 2022. She wanted to
get more involved, she said, “but the learning curve on the farm has been quite steep.”

Now that she has climbed some of that curve and has the farm set up to “start taking care of itself,” she has
joined the Natural Resources and Energy Action Team. “I’m keenly interested in preserving natural resources
and water,” she said. “I’m eager to do research and work in that regard.”

In her role as a co-representative of members at large on the LWVNE board of directors along with Patsy
Burnett from Broken Bow, Marilyn Bechtel, LWVNE membership vice president, said she has appreciated
Puncochar’s input “as we strive to include and enhance the voices of the members at large.”

Strengthening the bonds between the established local Leagues in Greater Omaha, Lincoln-Lancaster County,
Hastings and Seward County and the members at large across the rest of the state is one of Puncochar’s
priorities.

“I’d like all of the League to know more about what’s going on in the central and western parts of the state,” she
said. “I love the idea of outreach meetings where we could go and discuss the history of the League in that
area.”

Puncochar will add her League activities to her continued research and teaching about learning strategies and
conflict resolution, leading Linda Duckworth, who was the LWVNE membership vice president when
Puncochar joined, to call her “a Renaissance woman” who continues her leadership in academia while also
farming her land north of Grand Island.

Duckworth said she is impressed that Puncochar has made time “to get to know her community and to
thoroughly understand the issues that face her neighbors and new friends” and to see the League as a way to
help connect those friends to the issues that affect them.



Nov. 10 panel discussion focuses on healing our democracy

Worried that the foundation of our democracy has sprouted a few cracks? That the roof has sprung a few leaks?
That the walls have been weakened by a flood of distortions, distrust, disinformation, finger-pointing and name-

calling and a torrent of toxic, hateful language?

If so, please join the conversation at “We the
People: Healing our Democracy” on Sunday,
Nov. 10, at 2 p.m. at First-Plymouth

Congregational Church, 2000 D St., Lincoln.

Discussion leaders span our political spectrum:
Brian Bresnahan, agronomist and veteran; state
Sen. Danielle Conrad; former state Sen. Laura

Ebke; and the Rev. Jim Keck.

Charlyne Berens will moderate the panel
discussion. She is a member of the League of
Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County and
associate editor of the Nebraska Voter.

“Come, listen to others from our community and
share your own thoughts and wisdom in a public
discussion,” Berens said. “Help us strengthen the
house that our city’s namesake once said cannot

stand divided.”

The program is free and open to the public and
will be live streamed at
firstplymouth.org/democracy.

WE THE PEOPLE
Healing our Democracy

An invitation for you to share your thoughts,
opinions and suggestions on how to help
strengthen our democracy

PANELISTS

Brian Bresnahan
Agronomist, Veteran

The Rev. Jim Keck Former State Senator

Laura Ebke

State Senator
Danielle Conrad

Moderator:

“This is a great idea.
Every city should be doing
something like this.”

— Chuck Hagel, Former
Nebraska U.S. Senator and U.S.
Secretary of Defense

SUNDAY
NOV. 10, 2 P.M.
First-Plymouth
Congregational Church
2000 D St.

More info and live stream link:

firstplymouth.org/democracy

Books After Dark to discuss disability through reading of ‘Sitting Pretty’

By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

“Sitting Pretty: The View from My Ordinary Resilient Disabled Body” by Rebekah Taussig will be the topic of
discussion on Nov. 12 for Books After Dark, the League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha’s book club.

For this discussion, the LWV of Nebraska’s Disability and Behavioral Health Action Team and Diversity,
Equity, Inclusion, Justice Systems and Accessibility Committee is “proudly partnering with Greater Omaha’s
Books After Dark to bring forward a discussion on ableism,” said Aimée Folker, co-director of disability and
behavioral health and co-chair of the DEIJA Committee for the LWVNE.

The program will be presented via Zoom on Tuesday, Nov. 12, beginning at 6:30 p.m. CST. You can register
for the program here.

“We hope you will join us in forwarding the discussions about accessibility both physical and
neurodivergence,” Folker said. “Our bodies and brains come in varied and vastly different configurations. When
a society imagines difference rather than defaults to a medical standard amazing things can happen.”


https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcqdeirrDkjHtyBDtm7WuSExzrQPUHZqdps#/registration

As an example, Folker said that “curb cuts — which were made
mandatory by the Americans with Disabilities Act — helped not
only people in wheelchairs but also families with strollers, people

gx riding bikes and the elderly with canes or basic walkers.”
LWVGO According to an overview on the National Endowment for the
Arts website, Taussig, the book’s author, was born in Manhattan,
Kansas, in the mid-1980s. She was 14-months-old when she was
b diagnosed with a malignant cancer that attacked her spine.
November 12
@ 6:30 p.m.

Two years of intense treatment left her cancer-free but paralyzed
>> S— . from the waist down. “As a young girl, she searched for nuanced
NOW! : B e 1 depictions of disability: stories that captured all the ways disability
P‘EBEMHTWSS'G could be complex and ordinary, uncomfortable and fine, painful
and fulfilling,” according to the NEA’s overview.

As an adult, Taussig created her own depiction. “Sitting Pretty” iS @ memoir-in-essays spanning personal stories
and family histories, offering “a fierce and fabulous revision to entrenched ableist scripts” (Kirkus Reviews)
through “spunky, self-aware wit, combined with education that never feels didactic,” according to speaker and
disability rights activist Emily Ladau.

“Taussig’s explorations of the ways her own ordinary, resilient, disabled body interacts with a largely able-
bodied world are complex, evading neatly tied conclusions and categories,” according to The Rumpus, an
online literary magazine. “Part wake-up call, part call-to-action, this [book] will resonate with anyone who lives
in a body, disabled and nondisabled alike,” wrote LitHub.

Books After Dark is open to all League members and the general public, Folker said. “So we encourage you to
invite your friends and family to join us on Nov. 12.”

Bystrom co-authors book examining role of gender in political campaigns
By Charlyne Berens, associate editor

When you’ve come of age as the role of women was undergoing major upheavals and your career has focused
on the role of gender in politics and political communication, publishing a book examining the role that gender
plays in political campaigns today is a logical next step.

Dianne Bystrom and Mary Banwart have done exactly that in “Gender in Politics: Changing the Face of Civic
Life,” published this summer by Peter Lang Verlag as part of its Frontiers in Political Communication series.
Bystrom is retired from her role as director of the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at lowa
State University. Now living in Plattsmouth, she is the current director of communications for the League of
Women Voters of Nebraska. Banwart is a professor of communication studies at the University of Kansas.

The book examines the role gender plays in political campaigns, Bystrom said, looking at how voters are
socialized, how the media covers candidates, the influence of gender on attitudes about women’s and men’s
place in politics, and how gender influences candidates’ communicative attempts to gain voter support. In a
preface added as the book went to press, it also includes a look at the Democratic Party’s switch to naming
Kamala Harris their presidential candidate after President Joe Biden stepped aside in July.

History plays a part in the story, too. The book traces the history of women’s right to vote, the political
participation of U.S. citizens, gendered communication by both political campaigns and the media’s coverage of
the candidates, Bystrom said. “We demonstrate how gender stereotypes play a role in citizens’ perceptions of
politics and those who participate in it.”
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The authors’ research found that, over time, media coverage of male and female candidates for public office has
improved at the statewide levels and even for those running for U.S. Congress. That’s not true, though, for
people running for president or vice president. “Journalists recognize that there’s sexism in politics, but it hasn’t
changed much in their coverage,” Bystrom said.

Bystrom said she always has been interested in women’s issues. She was a student at Kearney State College,
now the University of Nebraska at Kearney, in the 1970s where she was a reporter and then managing editor for
the student newspaper in the midst of the women’s movement. “I was always interested in the discrimination
against women in that era” as she covered some of those issues for the newspaper, she said.

Later, when preparing to write her Ph.D. dissertation, Bystrom decided to focus on how female and male
candidates present themselves in their television commercials. The number of women running for elected office
jumped substantively in the early 1990s, she said, making her study both possible and pertinent to the times.

The current book — primarily intended as a textbook for courses in
political communication, political science, gender and politics,
and political leadership — covers topics typically associated with
political science like political ambition, socialization and other
theories.

But it also includes chapters on media coverage and campaign
communications and recommendations about what can and should
be done to diminish the differences in the way male and female
candidates are presented and covered. “The book also can serve as
a resource for political campaign practitioners and candidates,”
Bystrom said.

1 1. -
The book was about to go to press in July when Biden dropped Changing the Face of Civic Life
out of the presidential race and Harris became the Democrats’
candidate for president. “We emailed the publisher” the equivalent M A

and Dianne G. Bystrom PETER LANG

of a “hold the presses” plea, Bystrom said.

Although the book covers Harris as a candidate for the Democratic nomination for president in 2020, as the
party’s vice presidential candidate, and as the first woman of Black and South Asian descent to hold the office,
the co-authors wanted to add a preface that would relate her candidacy as president to the content covered.

“So we wrote an ‘as we go to press’ addition to the book,” Bystrom said, making the work even more relevant
and contemporary.

In the foreword to the book, Mitchell McKinney, co-editor of the Frontiers in Political Communication series,
praised its inclusion of advocacy for the increased representation of women in politics for four essential reasons.
First, more work gets done when women are involved in political processes. Second, research on global gender
equality shows that increases in women’s political involvement lead to greater financial stability through
economic growth. Also, political institutions deal with a greater diversity of issues when more women are
involved. And fourth, representation by a diverse group of people is important in a democracy.

The book, McKinney concluded, offers “a prescription for the next steps each of us can take to be part of a
solution that moves our democracy forward.”

Bystrom and Banwart are already working on their next study, which will compare the content of the television
ads sponsored by the Harris and Donald Trump presidential campaigns to each candidate’s coverage on the
nightly news programs on ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, FOX and MSNBC.

11



Monette promoted to assistant director of engagement at UNO
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

Toni Monette of Omaha — who serves as secretary on the national League of Women Voters board of directors
— was recently promoted to assistant director of the Office of Engagement at the University of Nebraska-
Omaha.

“The Office of Engagement develops, supports and facilitates community engaged teaching, research and
service experiences that occur in and outside of the classroom,” said Monette, who is a member of the League
of Women Voters of Greater Omaha. “We serve as a connector and co-creator with community and UNO to
support our metropolitan university’s priorities to improve life locally, nationally and globally through
community engagement.”

As assistant director, Monette will shepherd external partnerships between Omaha
community organizations and the UNO campus to integrate them into the curricular and
co-curricular experiences offered to students. She also will oversee UNO’s Service
Learning Academy’s P-16 program.

P-16 service learning courses are different from traditional service learning courses as
they involve a UNO course with its faculty and students, one or more community
partners and a preschool through 12" grade course. “These partnerships with first and
secondary schools in Omaha provide meaningful community service experiences to
elementary and high school students as well as college students,” Monette said. Toni Monette

“Finally, I also oversee civic and leadership pipelines for UNO students, working on strategies to empower
more students to develop civic and leadership skills through volunteerism and civic engagement during their
collegiate years and beyond into the workforce,” she said.

A graduate of UNO with a master’s degree in public administration, Monette has served the League of Women
Voters since 2014 in various capacities, including as co-director of voter services for the League of Women
Voters of Nebraska and LWVGO. She was the first African American woman to become co-president of the
LWVNE from April 2021 through April 2022.

In addition to serving in her second term as LWV US board secretary, she is co-chair of the national League’s
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee and serves as an adviser to the LWVNE’s Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion, Justice Systems and Accessibility Committee.

lowa State honors Turner with scholarship, paver in Plaza of Heroines

With contributions totaling more than $16,000, the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics at lowa
State University will award the first Dr. Deborah Turner Legacy of Heroines Scholarship in spring 2025 to
support a student for the 2025-2026 academic year.

Turner, who earned a Bachelor of Science degree in distributive studies (zoology, chemistry and psychology) in
1973 from lowa State, died on Jan. 28, 2024, during her second term as national president of the League of
Women Voters. Turner —who practiced for 35 years in the field of gynecologic oncology — also earned a Doctor
of Medicine degree from the University of lowa in 1978 and a Juris Doctorate from Drake University in 2007.

To honor Turner at her undergraduate alma mater, Dianne Bystrom — director emerita of ISU’s Catt Center and

a longtime friend of Turner through their membership in the League — led the initial fundraising campaign to
establish the scholarship.
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To date, $16,200 has been raised from 24 donors affiliated with the Leagues in lowa and Nebraska, ISU and Pi
Beta Phi sorority. Turner became the first Black member of that group during her undergraduate years at lowa
State.

- The money raised so far will support seven years of $2,000 annual
Dr.Deboral Turner %“ scholarships to a full-time undergraduate student in the pre-medicine
Legacy of Heroines | " or pre-health professional track with a demonstrated financial need.
Scholarship i The Turner scholarship will be awarded as part of the Catt Center’s
Legacy of Heroines program, which provides support for 23 to 25
lowa State students each year who seek involvement in and
knowledge about gender and politics, the political process, public
service and women’s leadership.

-

“We are grateful to the donors who made this scholarship a reality,” said Karen Kedrowski, director of the Catt
Center. “Their generosity will benefit students for years to come. These students will have the opportunity to
learn about Dr. Turner’s life and legacy. I am also indebted to her friend and my predecessor, Dianne Bystrom,
whose energy and advocacy made this scholarship a reality.”

Bystrom, who currently serves as director of communications for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska,
also worked with the Catt Center staff and Turner’s son, Daniyel, on wording for a paver honoring Turner in the
Plaza of Heroines — a mosaic of bricks and granite pavers forming the entryway to Carrie Chapman Catt Hall on
Iowa State’s central campus.

The center of the plaza features a large granite paving stone honoring Catt, a distinguished alumna of lowa
State’s class of 1880, leader of the U.S. women’s suffrage movement and founder of the League of Women
Voters. The stone is surrounded by smaller granite pavers and bricks that honor more than 4,000 women who
have made an impact on individuals, families, communities and society.

The paver honoring Turner was recently installed in the Plaza of Heroines. On Oct. 31, Bystrom will host a
gathering of some of Turner’s friends affiliated with lowa State and the League. Those gathered will view the
paver and share their memories of Turner.

The inscription on the paver honoring Turner reads:

Dr. Deborah Ann Turner
B.S. M.D. J.D.

Oct. 4, 1950 - Jan. 28, 2024
Cherished mother, aunt, wife, friend
Esteemed community leader
Advocate for voting rights
and women’s rights
20" national president of the
League of Women Voters U.S.
First Black woman certified by
ABOG in gynecologic oncology
"Keep on Keeping on"

Turner first joined the LWV of Metro Des Moines in 2010 and became its president in 2011. She also served on
the LWV of lowa board as the state vice president from 2011 to 2015, becoming co-president in 2015. Turner
was elected to the League’s national board of directors in 2016, served on its finance and governance
committees, and chaired its Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.
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In 2016, Turner became a member of the LWV of Greater Omaha when she moved to Omaha to serve as
associate medical director for Planned Parenthood North Central States. While a member of the LWVGO, she
was elected national president of the LWVUS in 2020 and re-elected in 2022. Turner moved back to Des
Moines in 2022 after retiring from her position with Planned Parenthood.

During her career in reproductive health care as well as her public service, Turner was recognized for numerous
achievements. She became the first Black doctor certified by the American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology
in the specialty of gynecologic oncology in 1985.

She was honored by the Schwartz Center for Compassionate
Healthcare, received the Vanguard Award from the NAACP
and the Gertrude Rush Award from the National Bar
Association, and was inducted into the Towa Women’s Hall
of Fame in 2013.

“Deb’s legacy of achievements will continue to inspire
future generations,” Bystrom said. “In her civic and
professional work, she was a fierce advocate for voting
rights, women’s rights and reproductive health. We are
pleased to recognize and honor her legacy through the
scholarship and paver in the Plaza of Heroines at lowa
State.”

b ol
Bricks, pavers in lowa State’s Plaza of
Heroines honor more than 4,000 women.

Preparations underway for annual LWVNE fundraiser
By Terri Rittenburg, treasurer

Under the leadership of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s new ad hoc fundraising committee, plans
are underway for the annual fall fundraiser that supports many of our educational and advocacy efforts.

Our annual fall fundraiser is in addition this year to the special fundraiser conducted in the spring to support
local and state League delegates to the national convention held in Washington, DC, in June. The LWVNE
brought in $1,185.89 through the spring fundraiser to reimburse delegates for expenses.

The LWVNE’s endowment continues to grow, with the usual ups and downs of the market.

At this writing, all local Leagues have paid their state per-member-payment, and the LWVNE has paid our PMP
to the national LWV. With some membership renewals and new members at large joining in September and
October, we are nearly halfway to our budget target for membership dues.

Current financial overview for the LWVNE:

League of Women Voters of Nebraska
Statement of Net Worth
October 12, 2024
Checking account total $ 36,756.38
PayPal balance $ 25.00
Endowment $ 75,989.79
Total Assets $ 112,771.17
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One issue that needs to be addressed is the appointment of a new auditor for 2024-2025. Linda Bors, who has
done a tremendous job for the LWVNE, does not want to continue in this role. We need to start looking for
someone with accounting experience who would be willing to take this on for the LWVNE. The books are
passed to the auditor in April — early in the new fiscal year. Since we have not been paying for this service, the
LWVNE needs to find someone with expertise who is willing to do it pro bono or add a budget line for 2025-
2026 to pay for a financial review.

Local and state Leagues busy with voter registrations, education
By Carolyn Thiele, director of voter services

With the state and local Leagues in Nebraska busy with voter registrations and education, it is important to step
back and think about how many voters we are touching with our efforts.

I worked with Rachel Gibson, action vice president for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska, and state co-
president Claudia Stevenson to create a Google form to capture the volunteer time and activities of our
members as well as facilitate the collection of this data across the state. It has been shared with local League
presidents. This form will help not only with the LWVNE’s annual reporting to the national LWV but also in
“tooting our own horn.”

A multi-League team was convened to produce a ballot initiative educational piece. Special thanks to Gibson;
Jeanne Miller, VOTE411 administrator; and Jean McGuire, president of the LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster County.
Their talents and commitment made this happen in short order.

Using the email list of college contacts created last spring, | am sending messages twice a week to share
information with students on deadlines, VOTE411 and other key election information.

2l Finally, | drafted a letter to the editor that Dianne Bystrom,
. POLL WORKERS PPl director of communications, is sending to daily newspapers in

G\% o & Nebraska to recognize the commitment and hard work of

) KE E P U R election staff and poll workers. They are the unsung heroes of
E LECTIONS our democracy and deserve a big “thank you for your service.”
SAFE & SECURE ¢ Without them we would not be able to make our voices heard.

LWVNE seeks to increase awareness in small communities
By Marilyn Bechtel, membership vice president

As the number of members at large in the League of Women Voters of Nebraska continues to increase — with
several new members added this quarter — a virtual gathering was held on Oct. 5 to discuss “The LWVNE: Past,
Present and Future.”

One topic of interest was how to increase awareness of the League in small communities. Members at large
participating in the virtual meeting suggested asking to leave LWVNE brochures and the recently developed
ballot issues guide in public spaces like libraries, bookstores and area businesses.

Another topic was how the League can reach out to Latino and other underrepresented groups. Having League
members make personal contacts to already existing organizations — asking to share information about
registering to vote, the voting process and ballot issues — was seen as an effective approach.

We look forward to developing these ideas further with the LWVNE’s members at large.
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LWVLL program provides information on public education in Nebraska
By Renee Garcia, director of education policy

A Lunch and Learn program hosted in September by the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster
County via Zoom provided important information on public schools and funding in Nebraska.

Speakers were Jenny Benson, president of the Nebraska State Education Association, and Tim Royers,
president of Support Our Schools Nebraska.

Some interesting takeaways included:
e 90% of Nebraska children attend public schools.
e 48 of 93 counties do not have a private school.
e | B183 (passed in 1989) — which enacted an enrollment option program that allows students to attend a
public school district other than the one they reside in — is now used by 20,000 students.

LB1402, passed by the Legislature in 2024, gives first priority to anyone who received a voucher last year or to
their siblings. Plus, the state may not exercise any authority over the private school where the voucher recipients
attend. The speakers reported on similar programs in other states.

For example, in lowa, the average family income of new private
school attendees is $128,507.

In lowa, private schools increased their tuition from between 5% and
93% after its Legislature approved public funds for private school
vouchers.

Arizona started with funding of $4.5 million for private school
vouchers in 2022 and is at $900 million in 2024. Florida’s funding
for private school vouchers was $4 billion in 2023.

Tim Royers and Jenny Benson

Out-of-state funding of $3.39 million by the American Federation for Children, Keep Kids First and the
Nebraska Federation for Children supported the campaigns to pass LB1402.

Many groups — including the Center for Rural Affairs, NAACP, Boys & Girls Clubs, Nebraska Farmers Union
and Omaha Public Schools — oppose public funds for private school scholarships in Nebraska.

| will host a Zoom meeting after the Nov. 5 election to prepare the Education Policy Action Team for the 2025
session of the Nebraska Legislature. New members of the team are Sue Brady and Candide Villard Santiago.

League mourns passing of Cynthia Peterson

With a deep sense of loss and sorrow, the League of Women Voters of Nebraska mourns the passing of Cynthia
Peterson, who served as president of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County. She died
unexpectedly on Aug. 20 at the age of 69.

“Her passing has left a huge hole in the hearts of her friends and colleagues and big shoes to fill as the leader of
the Lincoln-Lancaster County League,” said Jean McGuire, who served as vice president of the LWVLL at the
time of Peterson’s death. “Through Cynthia’s leadership, the local League had formed partnerships with a
number of other nonprofit organizations in the community. And she led the League in advocating for the issues
that are important to the organization — public schools, women’s health care, fair housing and, of course, voting
rights to name just a few,” McGuire said.
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“Cynthia was always looking for ways for the League to make a difference, and she inspired our members to do
the same,” said McGuire, who is now serving as LWVLL president. “We will strive to uphold and continue to
move her legacy forward. Cynthia’s compassion for others and leadership will be missed.”

According to longtime League member Sharon Nemeth of Lincoln, “Cynthia almost
single-handedly got Lincoln-area petitions signed for the vote to repeal the tax dollars
for private schools laws — both times. She easily understood the League's procedures,
which is rare for a brand new member,” Nemeth added. “I think that she appreciated
the League as a conduit for her to have a stronger voice on issues.”

Peterson was born Jan. 15, 1955, in Holdrege. She retired from Wells Fargo as project
manager and was the former president of Fresh Start Home. Peterson also served on
the board of the Lincoln Lancaster County Genealogy Society.

A memorial service was held Sept. 14 at Roper and Sons South Lincoln Chapel. The Cynthia Peterson

committal service and inurnment will take place at a later date.

LWVLL busy with voter registration, education, advocacy
By Jean McGuire, president

The League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County has been busy on several fronts — including its mid-
year membership meeting as well as voter registration, education and advocacy — over the past months.

Details of the LWVLL’s recent activities are detailed below.

Mid-Year Membership Meeting

On Sept. 14, 32 members and two guests attended the LWVLL’s mid-year membership meeting. Carla Larson,
LWVLL vice president, not only handled the logistics of the meeting but also stepped in to run the meeting on
short notice.

Wesley Dodge, vice president of Better Ballots Nebraska, was the keynote speaker.

After his presentation, the business meeting was called to order. During the meeting, the four merger and
conversion documents that were finalized by our legal team at the University of Nebraska’s College of Law
Entrepreneurship Clinic were approved in their entirety. These included the plan of merger of the LWVLL’s
general fund with its education fund, articles of merger, amended bylaws and amended articles of incorporation.
The next steps are for our attorneys to file the necessary documentation of approvals with the Nebraska attorney
general and secretary of state.

The LWVLL currently has 128 members, after gaining seven members in the last month.

Voter Registration Drives

On Sept. 17, National Voter Registration Day, 20 LWVLL deputy registrars staffed voter registration events at
six different locations — Gere Library, Bennett Martin Library and three locations at Nebraska Wesleyan
University. The LWVLL also was invited and attended the Asian Center Citizenship Celebration on Sept. 17,
where volunteers registered three new voters.

In all, the LWVLL registered 77 voters on Sept. 17. Most were student registrations, but the list also included

several adult address changes, a couple of people who “never bothered to register before” and the three new
citizens.
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Between Sept. 8 and Sept. 29, LWVLL deputy registrars volunteered at 18 events for a total of 196 volunteer
hours and registered 173 individuals.

Voter Education

Thanks to Rachel Gibson, action vice president of the League of Women Voters of
Nebraska, for putting the ballot initiative issues guide and presentation together. The
guide has been posted on the LWVLL website and distributed to several organizations
and individuals and at all of our voter registration events.

Ballot initiative presentations were given at Doane University on Sept. 10, Las Loces
Nebraska on Sept. 24 and Nebraska Wesleyan University on Oct. 3. “Ballot Initiatives
101" was the topic of the LWVLL’s Lunch & Learn on Oct. 3.

Rachel Gibson LWVLL volunteers also participated in gathering candidate information for Lancaster
County general election races for VOTE411, the LWVNE’s online voters’ guide that
launched on Oct. 2. | worked with Dianne Bystrom, LWVNE director of communications, and Jeanne Miller,
VOTE411 administrator, to develop a news release and letter to the editor to announce VOTE411 throughout
the state.

Advocacy

Polling was conducted on whether voters in Lincoln would support a “source of income” ban, and the results
were favorable. Source of income discrimination is the practice of denying housing to someone based on their
legal income and can disproportionately affect women, renters of color, elderly renters and renters with
disabilities.

The next steps include securing funding for a ballot initiative and finalizing the campaign message, which is
currently being called “Lincoln for Fair Housing.” If all goes well, we hope to announce our plans in late
October or early November.

The LWVNE state board voted at its Oct. 12 meeting to move forward with a statewide study on elder care.
Scott Larson and Carol Hinkle, LWVLL members, have agreed to lead the study.

Hastings LWV hosts voter registrations, candidate and issue forums
By Judy Reimer, member, Hastings LWV board of directors

The Hastings League of Women Voters was busy in September and October with voter registration and
education — including four candidate forums and one issues forum — to prepare the community for the upcoming
2024 general election. These activities provided numerous opportunities for League members to engage with
local citizens.

The recent activities of the Hastings LWV are detailed below.

Voter registration

Voter registrations have been held at Hastings Senior High School, Hastings College, Central Community
College, Hastings Public Library and Good Samaritan Village. Although the number of newly registered voters
was lower than in past years, registrars were pleased with the amount of information that was distributed and
also were able to answer numerous questions. Registering to vote online appears to be the preferred method.
Judy Sandeen, voter services director, coordinates voter registration activities for the Hastings LWV.

At Hastings High School, 25 students were registered to vote in nine senior English classes. LWV members
helped more than 100 students check online to make sure they were registered and that all of their information
was correct, according to Judy Hall.
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Voter education

Elayne Landwehr, chair of the Hastings LWV’s Government Action Team, coordinated five different general
election candidate forums hosted by the Hastings LWV and sponsored by the YWCA of Adams County,
Hastings Public Access Channel, Hastings Noon Sertoma Club and the Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce.
We are grateful for their contributions to the success of the forums, including recording them for viewing via
the Hastings Public Access Channel.

Forums were held for candidates running in the following races:
District 33 state Legislature on Sept. 13, Hastings mayor on Sept. 17,
Hastings City Council on Sept. 24, and Adams County Commissioners [eAZIta 33153020 1)
District 2 and update on Adams County Justice Center on Sept. 27. On CANDIDATE FORUMS
Oct. 11, the Hastings LWV hosted a forum on ballot referenda and HOSTED BY Lumgg%m
initiatives.

BALLOT REFERENDUMS & INITIATIVES

Landwehr expertly led the forum on the referenda and initiatives using

the PowerPoint developed by Rachel Gibson, action vice president of FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11
the League of Women Voters of Nebraska. All forums were well il e
coordinated with an average of 12 Hastings LWV members assisting dsas ang

in different roles for each forum. We were pleased with the attendance FEEZeIN T80

and participation of the 40 to 90 people at the forums. Hastings Public Accass Channel Hestings Area Charmber of Commerce

Information on VOTE411 — the LWVNE’s online voters’ guide — was sent to our local media contacts and
included in the Hastings Tribune’s 2024 voter guide. We are working to quantify and record our activities as
requested by the LWVNE for the 2025 report to the national League of Women Voters.

We look forward to upcoming outstanding educational programs for the rest of 2024.

LWVGO registers voters, hosts candidate forums, publishes voters’ guide
By Jan M. McKenzie, president

The League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha has registered more than 225 people to vote in recent months
leading up to the Nov. 5 general election. The LWVGO is also educating voters through candidate forums and
debates, its printed Douglas County Voters’ Guide and numerous community events.

The LWVGO’s recent activities are detailed below.

Voter registration and education
e Registered more than 225 people to vote through 75 events.
e Participated in Countryside Community Church’s Center for Faith Studies “Faith and Democracy 2024:
What’s at Stake?”” on Oct. 4-5.
e Hosted “Ballot Initiatives 101" via Zoom on Oct. 21 with presentation and discussion led by Rachel
Gibson, action vice president of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska.

Forums and debate
e Hosted a candidate forum on Sept. 26 with two candidates (District 3 and District 5) running for the
Omaha Public Schools Board of Education. You can still view this forum on the LWVGO’s Go Vote
Omaha! YouTube channel.
e Hosted Millard Public Schools Board of Education candidate forum with all six candidates on Oct. 4.
You can still view this forum on the LWVGO’s Go Vote Omaha! YouTube Channel.
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e Co-hosted Second District Congressional debate between U.S.
Rep. Don Bacon and state Sen. Tony Vargas with Omaha Press Club
and media sponsor WOWT on Oct. 4. WOWT’s Brian Mastre
(standing) moderated the noon debate at the Omaha Press Club.
(Photo by Aaron Sanderford published in the Nebraska Examiner.)
e Participated in a community forum on ballot issues in partnership
with the First United Methodist Church on Oct. 7.

e Sponsored presentations by LWVGO members on Omaha city

bonds and the Protect Our Rights (439) and Support Our Schools
(435) ballot issues.

Douglas County Voters’ Guide
e Distributed 18,000 copies (15,000 in English and 3,000 in Spanish) of the printed Douglas County
Voters’ Guide after it arrived on Oct. 4. The guide is co-sponsored by the Heartland Workers Center and
Jewish Community Relations Council. Special thanks to Jeanne Miller for her more than 500 volunteer
hours to produce the printed Douglas County Voters’ Guides and the LWVNE’s online voters’ guide,
VOTEA411, which was launched on Oct. 2.

League events

e Offered Get Out the Vote training for deputy registrars.

e Hosted Books After Dark discussion of Heather Cox Richardson’s “Democracy Awakening” on Sept. 3
and Oct 1.

e Hosted recap on Legislature’s Special Session with speakers Gibson and Rebecca Firestone, executive
director of the OpenSky Policy Institute, on Sept. 6. You can view the program here on the Go Vote
Omaha! YouTube channel.

e Hosted an interview with Jeanne Miller, VOTE411 administrator, on “Preparing to Vote and What’s on
the Ballot” on Sept. 17. You can still view this presentation on the LWVGO’s Go Vote Omaha!
YouTube Channel.

e Held the LWVGO annual meeting on Sept. 21 at the Omaha Public Library’s Millard branch with Amy
Mather, partnerships manager at the Omaha Public Library, as guest speaker. She discussed the vitality
of libraries in the community.

e Offered tour with LWVGO member Dorris Heaston of the Nebraska Vietnam Veterans Memorial on
Oct. 6.

Partnership events
e Co-sponsored the Omaha Bar Association’s Caring Through Conversation workshop on Sept. 28. The
program focused on "restarting™ conversations with those with whom we may disagree.

Seward County LWYV presents program on ‘Cutting Through Disinformation’
By Lori Shriner, president

On Oct. 16, Tobin Beck — a longtime member of the Seward County League of Women Voters and associate
professor of journalism and political science at Concordia University — presented “Cutting Through
Disinformation” at the Seward Memorial Library. The program, which was open to the public, focused on how
to assess good and bad information during an election year.

Members of the Seward County LWV also were encouraged to attend a Zoom presentation on “Ballot
Initiatives 101,” hosted by the LWV of Greater Omaha on Oct. 21.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2q0yg8tbcJA
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On Sept. 3, the Seward County LWV hosted a table at Concordia University’s
Student Activities Fair. Members shared information on the League,
early/mail-in voting applications and voter registration with students at this
fall semester orientation program.

Leading up to National VVoter Registration Day on Sept. 17, Marilyn Bechtel,
Jon Kruse and Bonnie Kruse completed training with the Seward County
Election Commissioner so that they could register voters at the Sept. 11 and
Sept. 14 Farmer’s Markets in Seward.

For its November program, the Seward County LWV is working to provide a
preview of the 2025 session of the Nebraska Legislature.

Marilyn Bechtel (left) and
Members of the Seward County LWV also are working to outline a Eunice Goldgrabe talk with a
meaningful project for the student intern made available for the spring Concordia University student
semester by Concordia University. The student intern will be enrolled in one at the activities fair with Ellen
of the university’s service leadership courses. and Tobin Beck looking on.

Finally, Jon Kruse has been elected treasurer of the Seward County LWV, completing a term that the original
holder could not continue. While Kruse is out of state for a few months during the winter, he will be backed up
by Tobin Beck. The Seward County LWV continues to work on ways to recruit additional members and will be
reaching out to some community leaders in the coming weeks. The Seward County LWV currently has nine
members.

In the news
League members interviewed by television stations on ballot issues, VOTE411

“In the News” is a round-up of media interviews of members of the state and local Leagues of Women Voters of
Nebraska as well as their published letters to the editor and op-eds on topics that align with League positions in
a variety of policy areas. League members who are interviewed by the news media or whose letters to the editor
or op-eds are published are invited to send them communications@Iwvnebraska.org for publication in the
quarterly Nebraska Voter.

In October, League members were interviewed about the issues appearing on the Nov. 15 general election ballot
by Nebraska Public Media and KETV Channel 7 ABC of Omaha.

Rachel Gibson, action vice president of the LWVNE, and Tari Hendrickson, who chairs the LWV of Lincoln-
Lancaster County’s Lunch and Learn Committee, were interviewed about ballot issues by Kassidy Arena, senior
reporter for Nebraska Public Media news. Their interview — “With lengthy ballot for general election, groups
focus on voter education” — was broadcast on Oct. 9. You can view it here.

Gibson was also interviewed by Alex McLoon of KETV on Oct. 21 for a story it ran that night on “Explainer:
Abortion amendments on the ballot in Nebraska.” You can view the broadcast here.

Jeanne Miller, VOTE411 administrator for the LWVNE, was interviewed Oct. 14 by Samantha Berndt of
KOLN-KGIN 1011 Now, a television station in Lincoln, for a story broadcast that evening called “League of
Women Voters launch VVote 411 voters' guide.” You can view the broadcast here.

Miller’s letter to the editor on the launch of VOTE411 was published in the Norfolk Daily News on Oct. 5. A
letter to the editor on the launch of VOTE411 by Claudia Stevenson, co-president of the LWVNE, was
published by the North Platte Telegraph on Oct. 2.
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An op-ed on voting — including the launch of the LWVNE’s VOTE411 — by Lori Shriner, president of the LWV
of Seward County — was published Oct. 16 in the Seward County Independent. Her op-ed is pictured below.
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Votlng is now open, let’s do this

BY LORI SHRINER
For the Seward County Independent

1 am putting this in print: I
love election years.

Oh, like you, I am weary of
and frustrated by the barrage of
negative news and ads.

But I love the democratic
process of elections, because our
votes matter.

For a few of the last elections,
1 have volunteered as a poll
watcher in Seward, Milford and
Utica through Civic Nebraska
as a2 member of the League of
Women Voters.

Poll watchers are trained to
sit quietly out of the way and
watch what is happening. Is the
current ballot posted for voters
to review before voting? How
long are people waiting to vote?
Is there any campaigning going
on in the no-logo. no campaign-
ing zone?

I was not empowered to do
anything, mind you, except
call a state hotline if I saw big
problems not being addressed.
(I did not.)

But it was a powerful experi-
ence — among the most mean-
ingful experiences I have had as
a U.S. citizen. Having covered
a good number of elections as a
journalist and watched county
clerks and poll workers do their
thing in two states, this only in-
creased my confidence in them.

Lori Shriner
Seward County Independent

Poll workers are amazing.
These folks are our neighbors,
coming out to spend a day
checking people in, getting them
the proper ballot, and helping
people slide the completed
ballot into the official box that
keeps our voting confidential.

Polling place teams mustbe a
blend of registered Republican
and Democratic voters who live
in the precinct in which they
work. My neighbor and friend
has asked me my name and ad-
dress for dozens of years — and
now requires ID, too — because
that is her job on Election Day.

I've seen poll workers sit
down with people who show up
to vote but aren’t on the regis-
tered list for that precinct. They
help them apply for provisional
status, have them privately
complete the ballot, then seal it
up and attach the application so
the clerk’s office can assess the

situation. (Reminder: No one
ever knows how you vote unless
vou tell them.)

My SCI colleagune Craig Jones
gave me a heads up on this
week’s Memory Lane column
that mentions a 1954 prediction
that more than 7,000 Seward
County voters could show up
that November. (Seward Coun-
ty’s 1950 population: 13,187.)

I wasn’t born yet, but the
1954 ballot included several
county and state offices, a local
doctor, W. Ray Hill, running
for State Board of Education,
and eight constitutional amend-
ments including one dealing
with a switch from property tax
to sales and income taxes.

Seward County voters would
also decide whether to auction
off 161 acres previously known
as the “Poor Farm” south of
Seward.

Ballot counters worked until
3 a.m. to finish. But only 4,309
people voted. We don’t know the
actual turnout rate because vot-
er registration wasn't required
until 1967.

Butit’s interesting to see the
similarities with today’s ballots
and topics.

Seward County has set and
re-set voting records, with the
last general election turnout of
9.285 moving the bar to 81%
turnout.

I was also struck by the num-
ber of times Nebraska voters

elected Democrats and Republi-
cans, like that 1984 ballot when
we re-elected Democratic Sen.
J.J. Exon and Republican Rep.
Doug Bereuter. (Exon served
from 1979-1997 after eight years
as governor, Bereuter — who
was from Utica — from 1979 to
2004.)

The 2024 ballot also has
some big races and ballot issues.
Voters may want to plan how
they will fill out their ballots.

While the Seward County
Independent is your source for
local elections, state and na-
tional information is offered by
many sources. VOTE411.0rg, the
Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln
Journal Star, Flatwater Free
Press and Nebraska Examiner
are all good sources for state
and national election informa-
tion.

VOTE411.0rg is a project
launched by the national League
of Women Voters, a nonpar-
tisan, nonprofit group that
encourages informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding
of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy
through education and advoca-
cy. (Full disclosure, I am pres-
ident of the League of Women
Voters of Seward County.)

Making a plan, as Votegq11.0rg
recommends, is simple,

Check your registration and
register to vote where you live.

The deadline for online regis-
tration is Oct. 18 and in-office
registration ends on Oct. 25.
www.votercheck.necvr.ne.gov/
VoterView

Learn about early voting
options. You can now request
a mail-in ballot or vote early
in the Seward County Clerk’s
office. Check the clerk’s website,
www.sewardcountyne.gov/elec-
tions, for details.

Explore vour Election Day
options. Know where your poll-
ing place is, how you are going
to vote and what’s on the ballot.

Research the candidates
using VOTE411 or the news
outlets. It has never been more
important to get good informa-
tion.

Share your plan. Encourage
family and friends to make their
own plans.

The League of Women
Voters of Seward County, with
the Seward Memorial Public
Library, is hosting a program at
6:30 p.m. Oct 16 at the library,
about discerning good informa-
tion from all the opinions, news,
and rumors floating around.
Tobin Beck, a longtime league
member who teaches political
science at Concordia University
will be the presenter. That could
be part of vour plan, too.

Many of us have high hopes
for voter turnout this yvear. Let’s
do this.

22



