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Message from the co-presidents

LWVUS national convention ‘invigorating’
By Janelle Stevenson and Claudia Stevenson

To be in the nation’s capital of Washington, DC, for the League of
Women Voters of the United States’ national convention was
invigorating and came full circle to connect with our larger
metaphorical umbrella.

The eight in-person delegates from Nebraska’s state and local
Leagues in Greater Omaha and Lincoln-Lancaster County all
attended breakout sessions to learn more about the national popular
vote; diversity, equity and inclusion; immigration; mis/dis/mal
information; logistics; fundraising; redistricting and journalism.
The main ballroom was filled with more than 1,000 in-person
delegates, with another 700 delegates joining online. Together, we
represented all 50 states, the District of Columbia and the Virgin
Islands.

We talked a lot about a more inclusive and equitable democracy,
one that actually incorporates belonging and inclusion. Those who
spoke encouraged us to find the power in our grassroots organizing
and said that the League is a bridge connecting those who have
been left behind. Na’ilah Amaru, a nationally recognized advocacy
and policy strategist, said: “Through grassroots we will reach the
moon.”

“Launching the Moonshot” — a goal of LWVUS to abolish the
Electoral College and replace it with the national popular vote —
was the major topic of discussion throughout the three days of the
national convention.
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Because the Electoral College is constitutionally mandated, abolishing it would require an amendment to the
U.S. Constitution. However, although the U.S. Constitution created the Electoral College, it does not spell out
how the votes get awarded to presidential candidates. That vagueness has allowed some states — such as
Nebraska and Maine — to reject “winner take all” at the state level and instead allocate votes at the
congressional district level.

The U.S. Constitution’s lack of specificity presents the opportunity for states to allocate their Electoral College
votes through another means. One such mechanism that a number of states already support is the National
Popular Vote Interstate Compact that honors the national popular vote. Since 2008, the national popular vote
bill has been enacted into law in the District of Columbia and 17 states — most recently Maine in April 2024 —
possessing 209 electoral votes.

_— 7 The NPVIC is a multi-state agreement to commit electors to vote for
; & presidential candidates who win the nationwide popular vote, even if that
candidate loses the popular vote within their state. The NPVIC becomes
W effective only if enough states ratify it to reach a majority of 270 of 538
% electoral votes. When Maine joined the compact, the total of electoral

= Votes committed to the NPVIC increased to 209 — 61 electoral votes short
of the 270 needed for the compact to take effect.

i To achieve a new system for electing future presidents by direct popular

vote, the LWVUS has announced a multi-pronged approach to educate,

& engage and activate communities to support a constitutional amendment to

. abolish the Electoral College and pass the National Popular Vote Interstate
. Compact by 2028.

To make this a reality, the League must do what we do best — educate,
educate, educate. While some worry that large cities would dominate the
popular vote, the five biggest metro areas make up only 18% of the
population. Thus, it’s mathematically impossible for a few large cities to
choose the president. Awarding Electoral College votes through the
compact’s National Popular Vote mechanism is big, but it begins with
local enlightenment. The LWVUS and LWVNE will wait till after the
November 2024 election to start any engagement.

Janelle Stevenson (left) and
Claudia Stevenson at the
LWVUS national convention.

During plenary sessions, our delegates sat together at a round table with our tall Nebraska sign in the middle,
surrounded by other proud states. We were energized by the former LWVUS president, now vice president,
Sania Irwin. She gave an impassioned speech, saying, “in the women’s suffrage movement, freedoms and rights
were not granted but rather demanded and obtained through activism, advocacy, stick-to-itiveness [and]
determination to never back down from what is right.” We have witnessed this in our own League members in
their willingness to write letters, testify, stand at the Nebraska state Capitol and engage the legislative body in
discussions.

We are both grateful for the LWVNE and to those who donated to the special fundraiser to support delegates
attending the LWVUS national convention. An added bonus for us was to attend as a mother/daughter co-
president team.

In the words of the national League’s new CEO, Celina Stewart, "Nothing is promised, nothing is guaranteed. It
will not be easy. Screw modesty; we don't have time for fear or hesitation.”



Monette re-elected to LWVUS board; new president, CEO introduced
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

Toni Monette of Omaha was re-elected to the national League of Women Voters board of directors during the
organization’s biennial convention held in Washington, DC, in June. First elected in 2022, she will continue her
role as secretary of the board through June 2026.

“It is a tremendous honor to serve on the board of directors for this esteemed organization,” Monette said.
“Voting rights are critical to our democracy, and I look forward to working with this new board to ensure that
every voter has equal access to make their voice heard.”

Also at the 2024 LWVUS national convention, Dianna Wynn was elected national board president, and Celina
Stewart was introduced as the new CEO of the organization.

Monette has served the League of Women Voters since 2014 in various capacities, including co-director of
voter services for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska and League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha.
She was the first African American woman to become co-president of the LWVNE from April 2021 through
April 2022. In addition to serving in her second term as LWVUS board secretary, she is co-chair of the national
League’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.

Professionally, Monette manages volunteer and civic engagement programs at her alma
mater, the University of Nebraska-Omabha. “In this role, I foster co-created campus and
community experiences that promote civil dialogue, participation in our electorate and
advocacy around diverse community needs that center our next generation of leaders,”
she said.

Monette also is an active member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., where she is the vice
chair of the newly formed Zetas in Action, a national 501c4 tax-exempt nonprofit
organization whose mission is to advocate on public policy issues around social, health
and economic justice. In her spare time, she enjoys traveling and is a poetry teaching
artist for the Nebraska Writers Collective.

Toni Monette

In addition to Monette and Wynn, those elected to the national board at the 2024 LWVUS convention include
Sania Irwin, vice president; Leah Edwards, treasurer; and members Tracy Adkison, Melissa Breach, Stacey
Chavis, Kimberly Hamlin, Vedna Heywood, Jada Hunter, Alexis Juday-Marshall and Brandi Slaughter.

Wynn first joined the League in 2013 and served as president of the LWV of Wake County in Raleigh, NC.
Before joining the LWVUS national board, she focused on advocating for fair voting maps in North Carolina
and ending gerrymandering in redistricting. When past national LWVUS board president Dr. Deborah Ann
Turner passed away in January 2024, Wynn was appointed vice president by her fellow board members. You
can read more about Wynn here and listen to her remarks at the national convention here.

Stewart joined the LWVUS as senior director of advocacy and litigation in April 2018. She was promoted to
senior director and then to chief counsel of the LWVUS in April 2019 and July 2020, respectively. In her most
recent role before being named CEO, Stewart worked to build stronger relationships with legal partners,
strengthen the visibility of the League and provide oversight for the People Powered Fair Maps™ initiative. She
was the keynote speaker (via Zoom) at the LWVNE’s 2021 annual meeting, which was held virtually.

In her remarks at the national convention, Stewart shared her vision for leading the next era of the League,
focusing on the phrase "together, we will." You can watch her remarks here and read more about her here.


https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/dianna-wynn-elected-next-president-league-women-voters
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qta4BqEVymI&t=650s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s2aUd_Cn2tU
https://www.lwv.org/about-us/staff-leadership/celina-stewart

More than 1,700 League delegates from all 50 states and the District of Columbia attended the LWVUS’ 55™
national convention — 743 online and 1,011 in person in Washington, DC — from June 27 to 30. A nonpartisan,
grassroots nonprofit organization, the League is dedicated to empowering voters and defending democracy at
the local, state and national levels with more than 750 Leagues in all 50 states.

Support Our Schools campaign submits signatures for ballot initiative
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

The Support Our Schools campaign — endorsed and supported by the League of Women Voters of Nebraska —
submitted more than 86,000 signatures on July 17 to place an initiative repealing Section 1 of LB1402 on the
Nov. 5 election ballot.

The legislation — passed by the Nebraska Legislature in its 2024 session and signed into law by Governor Jim
Pillen —would direct $10 million annually for financial grants-in-aid for eligible students to attend a qualifying
privately operated elementary or secondary school in Nebraska.

The Support Our Schools coalition needed to collect 61,621 signatures to place a question on the November
ballot that would let voters decide to repeal or retain Section 1 of LB1402. Not only did the campaign collect
24,379 more total signatures than needed, but it also exceeded the 38-county requirement with 5% of voters
signing the petition in more than 60 of the state’s 93 counties. In its news release, SOS also noted that it had met
these signature requirements in only 67 days — the shortest timeline for a petition drive in the state’s history.

Cynthia Peterson, president of the League of Women Voters of
Lincoln-Lancaster County, spoke at the July 17 news
conference at the state Capitol on behalf of the LWVLL and
LWVNE as well as the May 2 “kick off” campaign conference.

“For many years, the League of Women Voters of Nebraska
has consistently opposed school vouchers and opportunity
scholarships because we strongly support public education and
believe in the responsible use of public funds to uphold it,” she
said. “LB1402, at its core, diverts at least $10 million annually
for grants to eligible students attending private and parochial
schools in Nebraska.”

A

Cynthia Peterson speaks at the May 2 press
conference to kick off the SOS campaign.

Peterson noted that the LWVNE joined the Support Our

Schools coalition in summer 2023 to “successfully put the repeal of LB753 on the November 2024 ballot.”
Passed by the Legislature and signed by the governor in 2023, LB753 set aside $25 million a year in tax credits
for those who donate to a scholarship granting organization that distributes scholarships to parochial and private
schools. In 2024, the Legislature and governor enacted LB1402 to repeal and replace LB753, which led
Secretary of State Bob Evnen to remove the 2023 referendum from the November election ballot.

“Nebraskans deserve the opportunity to vote on school vouchers — yes or no,” Peterson said. “This referendum
petition all boils down to letting the people, not the politicians, decide.”

In her remarks, Peterson also credited members of the local and state Leagues in Nebraska for their volunteer
efforts to collect signatures for the Support Our Schools campaigns in 2023 and 2024. “League members across
Nebraska have invested significant time and effort in circulating the referendum petition and collecting
signatures to ensure LB1402 reaches the ballot,” she said. See Peterson’s report on pages 24-25 about the
efforts of LWVLL volunteers to collect signatures for the SOS campaign.


https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/6c831bfb-2459-4521-8891-edcc46ffa3bc/717-dejavu.pdf

Campaign submits 207,000 signatures to place abortion rights on ballot
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

A proposed amendment to enshrine access to abortion care in the Nebraska Constitution moved closer to
appearing on the November election ballot after the Protect Our Rights coalition of reproductive rights, health
and justice organizations delivered petitions with the signatures of more than 207,000 registered voters to the
Nebraska Secretary of State on July 3.

The number of signatures submitted is approximately 84,000 more than the minimum requirement set forth by
the state and includes representation from all 93 counties. According to a July 3 story in the Nebraska
Examiner, the 207,000 signatures turned in is the most in state history for any petition effort.

To reach the Nov. 5 election ballot, a petition must have 123,000 valid signatures from registered voters. The
Nebraska Secretary of State's office has until Aug. 12 to verify the submitted signatures and until Sept. 13 to
certify the measure for the November election ballot.

The measure would enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution up until fetal viability, or about the 24"
week of pregnancy. The proposal includes exceptions beyond that time for a woman’s life and health.
Currently, abortion is illegal in Nebraska after the 12! week of pregnancy, with exceptions for rape, incest and
saving the mother’s life.

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska board voted to join
the Protect Our Rights campaign at its December 2023 meeting

PROTEC'r\ and has encouraged its members to sign the petition and help

collect signatures. “I am really proud of our League members

i RIGHTS who worked to obtain the signatures,” said Claudia Stevenson,

LWVNE co-president. “It takes a lot of effort to obtain 207,000
signatures.”

League members across the state helped their fellow Nebraskans learn more about this issue, said Rachel
Gibson, the LWVNE’s action vice president. “Our members have worked hard to make sure folks in their own
communities had the opportunity to sign the petition in a way that felt comfortable and confidential,” she said.
“As trustworthy members of their communities, League volunteers have had conversations and collected
signatures in all kinds of settings from long one-on-one discussions in coffee shops to brief exchanges at large
local events.”

Launched in November 2023, the Protect Our Rights campaign was supported by Planned Parenthood, ACLU
of Nebraska, | Be Black Girl, the Women’s Fund of Omaha, Nebraska Appleseed Action and the Nebraska
Civic Engagement Table. Two LWVNE board members — social policy co-directors Cat Henning and Krystal
Fox — have been involved with the Protect Our Rights field committee, with Fox serving as field consultant.

“The Protect Our Rights campaign is truly a grassroots effort to ensure the voice of every Nebraskan is heard,”
Fox said. “By working together, we have made a clear statement to our elected officials that we believe abortion
rights are fundamental to our liberty. Through the dedicated work of campaign staff and dedicated volunteers,
the campaign collected a record number of signatures with integrity and commitment to honesty.”

Campaign volunteers “utilized all kinds of signature collection strategies including crowd canvassing, door-
knocking, drive-throughs, house parties, community events, phone banking and more,” Hennings said.
“Abortion advocates believe that decisions about abortion should remain private and between a patient and their
doctor. Abortion is health care, and our success demonstrates that Nebraskans want to protect the right to
abortion in our state.”


https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/07/03/competing-abortion-petitions-turn-in-signatures-seeking-nebraska-ballot-access/

Anti-abortion petitions created confusion throughout the last few months of the signature collection period for
Protect Our Rights, Hennings noted. “Our volunteers witnessed illegal signature collection strategies and
purposeful deceit to get that pen on paper.”

One of those petitions, Protect Women and Children, gathered 205,000 signatures to likely appear on the
general election ballot. “Their petition aims to ban abortion after the first trimester and allows for Nebraska
legislators to pass stricter bans,” Hennings said.

In an attempt to keep voters from being misled, Protect Our Rights communicated that petition circulators must
read the object statement to every single signer and could not offer anything in exchange, Hennings said. “We
also communicated that Protect Our Rights volunteers will display the logo somewhere on the clipboard or their
person, and of course our object statement contains the phrase ‘fundamental right to abortion.” ”

According to a July 8 story in the Nebraska Examiner, only 12 Nebraskans have submitted affidavits to the
Secretary of State to have their names removed from the Protect Our Rights petition compared to 304 who
asked to have their names removed from the Protect Women and Children petition and 11 who asked to have
their names removed from the Choose Life Now anti-abortion petition, which did not collect enough signatures
from registered voters by the July 3 submission deadline.

If the language from the Protect Our Rights and Protect Women and Children initiatives are both placed on the
Nov. 5 election ballot, the measure with the “most raw votes” would become law, according to Nebraska
Secretary of State Bob Evnen who was quoted in a May 28 story in the Nebraska Examiner. “If a voter says,
“This is what I want to have passed, and I don’t want that,” the wisest course of action is for them to vote for the
measure they want and against the measure they don’t want,” he said.

Thus, the work of the supporters of the Protect Our Rights initiative, including the LWVNE, “continues with the
effort to educate folks about what exactly is on the ballot this fall and what it means in everyday life,” Gibson
said. “The nuances of reproductive care are complex enough without the complicating factors of technical ballot
language and the intentional fostering of confusion with a competing initiative. League members are perfectly
situated to help voters navigate the turbulent waters of this election to ensure their voice is heard.”

lowa State University establishes scholarship to honor Dr. Deborah Turner

lowa State University has established a scholarship to honor Dr. Deborah Ann Turner, an alumna who served as
the 20" president of the League of Women Voters of the United States. The scholarship will be part of the
Legacy of Heroines scholarship program coordinated by ISU’s Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and
Politics.

More than $16,000 has been donated or pledged since the drive to fund the scholarship began in April. Dianne
Bystrom — director emerita of the Catt Center and a longtime friend of Turner — led the initial fundraising
campaign. She currently serves as director of communications for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska.

After the drive surpassed the initial goal required to establish an expendable fund account for the scholarship,
the ISU Foundation created a landing page where anyone interested in supporting the scholarship can donate
online: www.foundation.iastate.edu/turner.

Donations also can be made by mailing a check to the lowa State University Foundation, 2505 University Blvd.,
P.O. Box 2230, Ames, IA 50010-2230. Please include one of the following with your check: Fund ID #
2706980 or a note referencing the Dr. Deborah Turner Legacy of Heroines scholarship. Or you may print,
complete and enclose a gift form.


https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/07/08/nebraska-abortion-fight-fuels-record-filings-to-remove-signatures-from-petitions/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/05/28/nebraska-abortion-initiative-with-the-most-votes-would-become-law-if-voters-pass-more-than-one/
http://www.foundation.iastate.edu/turner
https://www.foundation.iastate.edu/s/1463/images/editor_documents/how_to_give/forms/pledge_7_15.pdf?sessionid=28ae21ae-e53f-4237-9127-f9916929eeda&cc=1

“We are grateful to all those who have contributed toward establishing
this scholarship to honor Dr. Turner,” Bystrom said, noting that pledges
66 Keep on and donations have been received from lowa State faculty, staff and

alumni; members of the League of Women Voters of lowa and Nebraska;
members of the Gamma chapter of Pi Beta Phi, Turner’s sorority when
she was an undergraduate student at lowa State in the 1970s; and
colleagues during her 35 years of practice in the field of gynecologic
oncology.

keeping on.

The first Dr. Deborah Turner Legacy of Heroines scholarship will be
awarded next spring for the 2025-2026 academic year to a full-time

President Dr. Deborah Ann Turner undergraduate student in the pre-medicine or pre-health professional track
with a demonstrated financial need.

During its 2024 convention, the
LWVUS honored Dr. Deborah The Catt Center’s Legacy of Heroines program provides scholarships to

Ann Turner with sentiments lowa State students who seek involvement in and knowledge about
from her niece, Danielle gender and politics, the political process, public service and women’s
Hill, and a tribute video that leadership. The current minimum award amount set for named

you can watch at this link. scholarships at ISU is $2,000 per academic year.

“Although we are excited to have raised $16,000 in the first two months of fundraising, we are continuing our
efforts with outreach to members of such organizations as the League of Women Voters, Pi Beta Phi and
Planned Parenthood as well as individuals who have interacted with Dr. Turner throughout her lifetime,”
Bystrom said, with the goal of awarding the scholarship for years into the future.

Turner died on Jan. 28, 2024, during her second term as national president of the LWVUS. A fearless advocate
for voting rights and women’s rights, Turner worked tirelessly toward affecting meaningful change in the lives
of voters across the nation. As the 20th president of the 104-year-old voting rights organization, she played a
pivotal role in fighting for a more fair and representative union while uplifting racial equity.

Turner first joined the LWV of Metro Des Moines in 2010 and became its president in 2011. She also served on
the LWV of lowa board as the state vice president from 2011 to 2015, becoming co-president in 2015. Turner
was elected to the League’s national board of directors in 2016, served on its finance and governance
committees, and chaired its Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.

In 2016, Turner became a member of the LWV of Greater Omaha when she moved to Omaha to serve as
associate medical director for Planned Parenthood North Central States. While a member of LWVGO, she was
elected national president of the LWVUS in 2020 and re-elected in 2022. Turner moved back to Des Moines in
2022 after retiring from her position with Planned Parenthood.

Born on Oct. 4, 1950, in Mason City, lowa, Turner was an excellent student, musician and cheerleader at Mason
City High School where she earned significant honors, including the National Merit Scholarship. She earned a
Bachelor of Science degree from lowa State University, a Doctor of Medicine from the University of lowa and
a Juris Doctorate from Drake University Law School.

“Dr. Turner loved lowa State University,” said Bystrom, who became friends with Turner in 2012 through their
connections with Iowa State and membership in the League. “She was married at the lowa State Alumni Center
in August 2022, and the family held her visitation and celebration of life in the ISU Memorial Union in
February 2024. In attending those events, | —and others — were inspired to create a scholarship in her honor at
her alma mater and through a center named for the founder of the national League of Women Voters.”


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BFbMjBqYzNs

National LWV convention reaffirms commitment to local efforts
By Rachel M. Gibson, action vice president

In 2022, | attended my first national League of Women Voters convention as a virtual delegate. Having worked
in higher education for a decade, | was familiar with professional conferences, annual meetings, certification
training and the like, but the convention was unlike any of these. After a weekend of participating in breakout
sessions via Zoom and watching plenary debate on the 13-inch computer screen in my office, | knew that the
next time I had the opportunity, 1 would go to the convention in person.

This summer | got that opportunity and traveled with several other Nebraska delegates to Washington, DC. The
three days we spent with more than 1,000 fellow League members from across the country were jam packed
with activity. In the breakout sessions, | learned about immigration policy from national experts, how several
states engaged in election observation, New Mexico’s efforts for a fairer redistricting process, and how the
national League supports state and local litigation efforts.

I enjoyed an insightful conversation with a recent
high school graduate who was a delegate from
Maine and had dinner and discussion with fellow
legislative action-focused leaders from California,
Utah, Illinois, Washington state and Washington
DC.

The bulk of our time, however, was spent in plenary
sessions. In the giant ballroom of the Washington
Hilton, a place that has hosted incredible events
including the annual White House Correspondents

Dinner and the National Prayer Breakfast, League Cynthia Peterson and (standing left) Taylor Sterba,

representatives gathered from across the country to | cjaudia Stevenson, Candide Santiago, Jan McKenzie
reaffirm and hone our work to empower voters and and Jennifer Racine represented Nebraska Leagues.

defend democracy.

Over the three days of the national convention, spirited debate ensued over everything from the rules of the
meeting to proposed changes to the national positions on several issues. Much was covered, but as I reflect on
the experience, a few main themes stay with me.

First, League members care deeply about meaningful inclusion. One of the major conversations was around
fees, specifically the idea of making all student memberships free at the national level. Ultimately the proposal
didn’t pass, but the conversation it led to was thoughtful and nuanced about who truly has access to joining in
our work and who we need to work harder to include.

Second, Leagues are doing incredible work around the country in a truly grassroots fashion. In the current
political and policy environment dominated by national politics and well-funded special interest groups,
Leagues made up of locals who care deeply about the specific issues that face their unique communities are
working hard to make a difference.

Finally, we are not alone. When | joined the League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha in 2020, one of the
things I loved the most were the connections with people who cared about our government, our community and
the day-to-day lives of the people in it. It is easy to feel alone when so many of our friends and neighbors are
busy living their lives and don’t have the time, effort or knowledge to be civically engaged at the level we are. It
is easy to feel like our work is simply a drop in the bucket when we look at anti-voter policies enacted in our
state legislature or when voter turnout continues to be low in some communities.
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But being in a room with hundreds of other people who are doing the same type of work and having the same
types of conversations with their friends and neighbors reminded me that THIS is how we make change.

The national convention was a great time to refocus our strategy, reaffirm our commitment to broad efforts and
set huge goals. But the real work is the work we do here every day: the voter registration tables, the educational
webinars, the simple conversations we have when friends are over for dinner. I enjoyed my time in DC. |
learned a lot, saw some incredible places, refocused on the most important work we do and ate some great food.
But the best part was coming home to Nebraska to rejoin the work with all of you.

Advocates celebrate passage of felon voting rights bill in Nebraska
By Joanna Lindberg, co-director of government

The hard work of advocates — including the League of Women Voters of Nebraska — who supported the passage
of a felon voting rights bill by the Nebraska Legislature in 2024 is being recognized with events held in Omaha
and, this coming weekend, in Lincoln.

The felon voting rights bill, LB20, championed for years by Omaha state Senator Justin Wayne, passed by a
wide 38-6-5 margin in the last year of his final term. (Three senators were excused not voting, and two were
present not voting.)

The bill was to go into effect on July 19, allowing individuals who committed a felony and have completed
probation/parole to register to vote immediately rather than waiting two years under the previous law. However,
on July 17, Nebraska Attorney General Mike Hilgers issued a formal opinion stating that “only the Nebraska
Pardons Board — not the Legislature — has the authority to restore a person’s voting rights under the Nebraska
Constitution’s separation of powers.”

According to a story in the July 17 Nebraska Examiner, attorney general “opinions do not carry the force of
law. New state laws are in effect until a court acts. But Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen effectively
handed Hilgers that power [on July 17] by halting any new registrations by felons who would have been eligible
to vote under the new law or its predecessor.”

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS The Secretary of State’s Office announced that Evnen
by the Pardons Board,” according to the July 17 story
in the Nebraska Examiner. “The office said Evnen will

E registered to vote under the previous law, which
CRIMINAL PENALTIES™* restored felons’ right to vote after two years.”
with felony convictions on Thursday, July
17,2024, The Nebraska Voting Rights To celebrate the passage of LB20 by the state
vote until we have more information. habilitative programming in prisons and reentry
support — held an event in Omaha on July 20 with

LM' 53 “is “directing’ county election officials not to register
i
L \A
.‘m
‘ /\ ask the Pardons Board at its Aug. 20 meeting to
In lieu of the Nebraska Secretary of State
Restoration Coalition is recommending all Legislature in 2024, RISE — the largest nonprofit
another gathering set for Lincoln from noon to 3 p.m.
Getmyvoteback.org gathering P

anyone who hasn’t had his or her right to vote restored
**T0 PREVENT BEING SUBJECTED TO restore the voting rights of Nebraska felons who
ordering the halt of registering voters The new voter registration form is available here.
those impacted to avoid registering to organization in Nebraska focused solely on
on Saturday, July 27, at Turbine Flats, 2124 Y St.


https://ago.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/docs/opinions/AG%20Opinion%2024-004.pdf
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/07/17/ag-hilgers-issues-opinion-that-threatens-new-felon-voter-registrations-in-nebraska/#:~:text=By%3A%20Aaron%20Sanderford%20%2D%20July%2017%2C%202024%209%3A24%20pm&text=Hilgers%20issued%20a%20formal%20opinion,Nebraska%20Constitution's%20separation%20of%20powers.
https://sos.nebraska.gov/sites/default/files/doc/elections/vr-fillable.pdf

Due to the attorney general’s opinion and secretary of state’s directive, voter registration is not part of these
events. Instead, these events celebrate the passage of LB20 by the Nebraska Legislature in 2024 and include
speakers, including from the ACLU, to give a legal perspective. Then participants will take time to act with
postcards and phone calls to the Nebraska attorney general and secretary of state.

According to The Sentencing Project, LB20 was the only felon voting rights bill passed by a state legislature
this year. You can read a July 11 report from The Sentencing Project about Nebraska’s attempts to expand
voting rights for individuals who have completed a felony sentence here.

The Nebraska Voting Rights Restoration Coalition — of which the LWVNE is a member — will continue to
update the public about felon voting rights in the state.

Local League delegates to LWVUS convention share experiences
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

Seven women who participated in the League of Women Voters national convention as delegates representing
local Leagues in Nebraska recently reflected on their experiences, including highlights, most informative
workshops, and skills and knowledge gained.

Five local League delegates attended the LWVUS convention — held from June 27 to 30 in Washington, DC —
in person while two participated virtually. In-person local League delegates were Jan McKenzie, Jennifer
Racine, Candide Santiago and Taylor Sterba, all of the LWV of Greater Omaha, and Cynthia Peterson of the
LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster County. Jean McGuire and Caroline Sedlacek participated as virtual delegates
representing the LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster County and Hastings LWV, respectively.

In addition to the local League delegates, Claudia Stevenson and Janelle Stevenson, co-presidents of the League
of Women Voters of Nebraska, and Rachel Gibson, LWVNE action vice president, were in-person state
delegates to the national convention. You can find reports on their experiences on pages 1-2 and 5-6.

Among the many highlights of the national convention
cited by the local League delegates were the introductions
of the new leadership of LWVUS.
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“What was most meaningful for me was hearing from the
outgoing president Sania Irwin, incoming president Dianna
Wynn and incoming CEO Celina Stewart. The leadership is
amazing,” said Sedlacek, the LWVNE’s parliamentarian
who lives in Omaha and represented the Hastings LWV.

“Another highlight was the very young delegates who are
promising new leaders,” she said, noting that a young
woman — who had self-nominated — was elected to the
2024-2026 Nominating Committee.

Taylor Sterba (front left), Janelle Stevenson, Jan McKenzie, president of the LWVGO, cited the introduction

McKenzie, (back left) Candide Santiago, Rachel of Stewart as the incoming CEO of the LWVUS as a
Gibson, Toni Monette, Jennifer Racine, Cynthia highlight. She also highlighted her own nomination by
Peterson and Claudia Stevenson gather for a Racine for the open position on the 2024-2026 Nominating
group photo at the LWVUS convention. Monette, Committee.

from Omaha, is national board secretary.
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“While the election didn't prevail in my favor, it gave me the opportunity to meet current and new members of
the board and Nominating Committee, connect with other attendees and experience the election process,”
McKenzie said.

Convention moments that stood out to Santiago included “getting to see and meet many of our state and
national League representatives, attending educational panels and discussions on the most pertinent topics of
League programming and celebrating our new LWVUS CEO, Celina Stewart.”

Santiago, who serves as director of operations for the LWVGO and office administrator for the LWVNE,
added, “I am very inspired and thankful to have witnessed many of our League members and staff in action to
educate and advocate for a variety of the same causes that we work so hard to support and implement here in
Nebraska while gaining a deeper perspective for what our work looks like across the states.”

Peterson, president of the LWVLL, also “enjoyed making contacts with members of other Leagues around the
country. In fact, I’ve heard from a couple of women in Michigan who are members of different Leagues.”
television program, Go Vote, Omaha! as director at

5 LWL 85 Corens
large on its board — noted that the League from Maine ' ‘ )

Cehoblor e arly years of boege. ] 104 YEARS

“It was great to see their passion for the League and for OF EMPOWERING VOTERS

what they believe the world can be,” Sterba said. “I
think there is more that we can do to support young
women like them and attract the attention of more
young people if we take time to listen and learn from
them.”

As one of the young in-person delegates at the national
convention, Sterba — who coordinates LWVGO’s local

The delegates representing local Leagues at the national convention also noted the workshop sessions that they
found most useful to their work in Nebraska.

“I enjoyed all of the sessions and breakouts that were offered to us,” Santiago said. “Some of my favorites
included the One Person One Vote campaign, proactive practices and tactics to combat mis/dis/mal information
and Supporting Youth Leaders: A Panel of Youth Members. | am excited to start sharing and implementing
some of these concepts and new ideas into our upcoming election and membership efforts,” she said.

McKenzie also mentioned the national League’s One Person One Vote campaign — to achieve a new system for
electing future presidents by direct popular vote — as well the workshop on abolishing the Electoral College as
among the most useful to her work in Nebraska. Presenters at the workshop on abolishing the Electoral College
“shared fact sheets and encouraged learning the materials to be able to present in our local communities,” she
said. “Nebraska may not be one of the next states to consider movement to abolish the Electoral College, but we
know that each vote counts. It's also important to educate voters on the history of the Electoral College and how
it's impacted the selection of our president.”

Like Santiago, Sterba found the workshop on how to combat mis/dis/mal information “most interesting,” adding
“it seemed there was a consensus that it is difficult to determine what's real or fake or what's a trusted source or
someone with bias. It is important for the League to be a resource in our state, especially during elections and
legislative sessions, to provide accurate sources and information so that people may make their own decisions
but with the correct information.”
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Sterba said the session on combating mis/dis/mal information also pertains to her position as director of Go
Vote, Omaha! “As a source of community and state news, providing information about community groups,
ballot initiatives and elections, it is my job to make sure that we provide comprehensive information from
professionals in their fields,” she said.

Peterson said that “most everything I attended had some applicable value for me.” She attended two workshops
that were fundraising related and is “already using some of that information in modified ways to fit my
situation” as the president of the LWV of Lincoln-Lancaster County.

“The immigration workshop was terrific,” she added. “It also had a personal aspect for me that may prove
useful for some foreign national friends.”

The workshop on Engaging Young Voters, New Americans, and Formerly and Currently Incarcerated People
was “particularly relevant to some endeavors and partnerships at LWVLL,” Peterson said. And the website
workshop was “very informative,” she said.

As a virtual delegate, McGuire attended four workshops offered prior to the convention: State League Study
Process: From Inception to Position; Local League Empty Chair Policies: To Hold or not to Hold; Addressing
the Electoral College During a Presidential Election Year; and Creating a Culture of VVoting on Campus.

During the convention, she attended workshops on How to Get More Candidates to Respond; Ranked Choice
Voting: Local Elections, Presidential Primaries and the League; and VVote for Vermont Update to the U.S.
Privatization Position.

“I appreciated the workshops that were offered prior to the convention,” said McGuire, who serves as vice
president-action for the LWVLL. “As always with national conventions, there were more workshops that I
wanted to participate in, but there was only time for a few.” She found the workshop on the state league study
process to be particularly valuable as the LWVLL “has been considering doing a study on elder care.”

Also, the workshop on Creating a Culture of Voting on Campus provided “a lot of ideas to tap into.”

The delegates representing local Leagues at the national convention also noted skills and knowledge that they
acquired from their participation.

“I acquired more knowledge and understanding about the LWVUS bylaws and about government operations in
other states and more facts to support the abolishment of the Electoral College,” McKenzie said. “As this was
the second national convention that | attended, I felt more knowledgeable about the business meeting. Like
before, this convention was impactful and inspiring.”

Santiago listed a number of new skills, knowledge and perspectives she acquired from her participation in the
LWVUS national convention, including learning more about the National Popular VVote and Electoral College
and “how education is the connective tissue to community building coalitions nationwide, forming a better
understanding of the rural and urban perspectives of civic engagement and injustice, and gaining insight into
our nationwide reproductive justice GOTV efforts.”

She also appreciated “hearing discussions on building moral and ethical courage and meaningful equity
concepts to build a healthier democracy, learning more about the LWVUS bylaws, and gaining new

perspectives for program planning and volunteer coordination.”

Santiago concluded: “This year’s convention was eventful and hopeful.”
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Governor calls special session on property taxes to begin July 25
Governor Jim Pillen announced that he is calling a special session of
Unicameral Update the Nebraska Legislature beginning on July 25 to cut property taxes
— but apparently with little consensus on how to accomplish this goal

—according to articles in the July 18 and July 7 Nebraska Examiner.

According to an official letter sent by the governor to Senator John
Arch, speaker of the Nebraska Legislature, lawmakers will remain in
session until property tax reform is delivered and senators resolve
their “unfinished business.” Arch told senators and legislative staff
that they should plan to meet July 25-27, Thursday through
Saturday, for bill introductions and then Monday, July 29, for the
e o WOMENNOTERS start of legislative hearings.

Pillen released his official plan for property tax relief — dubbed “Nebraska’s Plan” — on July 18. According to
the article in the July 18 Nebraska Examiner, the governor’s plan has been met with criticism from senators
affiliated with both the Democratic and Republican parties. More than 300 people turned out on July 21 for a
“listening session” in Omaha organized by a bipartisan group of 11 state senators on property taxes and K-12
school funding. A similar session was held July 22 in Lincoln. Both of the state’s largest cities were skipped by
Pillen in his earlier 26-city tour to seek support for his tax plan.

To read more about the factors surrounding a special session, please see this link on the LWVNE website.

Petitions to place medical marijuana, paid leave on election ballot

In addition to the two petition drives officially endorsed by the League of Women Voters of Nebraska to
enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution and oppose state funds for scholarships to private and parochial
K-12 schools, four other campaigns turned in signatures to place such issues as medical marijuana, paid leave
and abortion restrictions on the November election ballot.

Two other campaigns — to further restrict abortion rights and to change Nebraska’s tax structure — failed to
collect enough signatures to be submitted to the Nebraska Secretary of State by the July 3 deadline.

Both the Nebraska Medical Cannabis Patient Protection Initiative and the Nebraska Medical Cannabis
Regulation Initiative turned in 114,000 signatures, well over the roughly 90,000 needed. These ballot initiatives
would legalize medical marijuana and spell out regulations for prescribing and using the medication.

On June 27, organizers of Paid Sick Leave for Nebraskans announced that they were turning in 138,000 voter
signatures aimed at putting a minimum level of sick leave into state law. It would set a minimum requirement
for companies with more than 20 workers of at least one hour of paid sick leave for every 30 hours worked up
to a total of seven days. For companies with fewer than 20 workers, employees may earn up to five days of paid
sick leave per year.

The petition circulated by the Protect Women and Children campaign submitted 205,000 signatures for a ballot
initiative to amend the state constitution to restrict abortions to no more than 12 to 14 weeks gestational age and
allow state lawmakers to pass stricter bans. It conflicts with the competing petition by Protect Our Rights —
which submitted 207,000 signatures — to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution up until fetal viability,
or about the 24™ week of pregnancy, with exceptions beyond that time for a woman’s life and health.
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The petition circulated by Choose Life Now — to grant legal “personhood” to fetuses and embryos — did not
collect enough signatures to qualify for the ballot.

Also, the EPIC Option Consumption Tax petition drive — to replace all property, income and corporate taxes in
the state with a consumption tax — failed to reach the number of signatures needed.

See stories on page 4 about the successful Support Our Schools campaign and pages 5-6 about the successful
Protect Our Rights campaign.

Member spotlight: Maxwell-Ostdiek pursues passion for public policy
By Charlyne Berens, associate editor

Participating in public life and public policy has been the organizing feature of most of Cindy Maxwell-
Ostdiek’s adult life. Serving now as the League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha’s policy director is just
another aspect of the work that drives her.

Maxwell-Ostdiek grew up in western lowa but has lived in Omaha for more than 30 years where she and her
husband have a small business offering financial and insurance services for banks and credit unions. The couple
have three children, all in high school in the Millard School District.

In 2018, Maxwell-Ostdiek joined with three other women to form the Nebraska k'@’%
Legislative Study Group. Their primary goal is to help Nebraskans understand their pe. o \
right and responsibility to participate in state government as the “second house” in
a state with a one-house legislature.

To that end, the group figured out how to record and archive the legislative i
sessions that have been live streamed by Nebraska Public Media and make them '\

available to the public via YouTube. “We’ve gotten better over the years,” "N
Maxwell-Ostdiek said, and in recent sessions have also been offering archived
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recordings of all committee hearings. The study group worked with state Senator . 1
Tom Brewer to pass legislation — which will go into effect in January — to share the Cindy Maxwell-
broadcast and archives of all legislative proceedings through Nebraska Public Ostdiek
Media.

“It’s important to help people follow what’s happening and be able to go back (to previous proceedings) if they
want to see what their senator said,” Maxwell-Ostdiek noted. “It’s important that there be publicly recorded
video” so that a senator’s remarks cannot be manipulated and turned against them.

Maxwell-Ostdiek is also president of Rank the VVote Nebraska, which recently changed its name to Better
Ballots Nebraska. The group promotes ranked-choice voting, open primaries and other ballot reforms to
improve voting in Nebraska. She said the group had supported several ranked-choice bills that were brought by
former state Senator John McCollister in past sessions — but failed to pass — and plans to help support good
legislation again in 2025.

Maxwell-Ostdiek has always been a political independent, both formally and informally, she said. She became
more aware of Nebraska’s unique form of government — a one-house, nonpartisan legislature — in 2016 and
realized how important decisions on the state level really are for families, businesses and communities.

She got involved in helping with some political campaigns in subsequent years and then decided to run for the
Legislature herself in 2020 when she was trying to recruit someone to run for an open seat in District 4, her own
district in west Omaha.
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“Quite a few people told me to run,” she said. She was somewhat reluctant, but “I didn’t want it to be an
uncontested race. I thought someone better put their name in.” Despite support from a multitude of friends and
neighbors, she lost that race.

Being part of the League of Women Voters seems to Maxwell-Ostdiek to be a logical extension of her interest
in making public life better. “I admire and respect the League of Women Voters,” she said.

She appreciates the League’s focus on education and helping people become active in their community and
learning to take responsibility for community well-being. “I’m proud to be involved and want to help in any
way I can,” she said.

Cynde Glismann, former president of the LWVGO, said she has been impressed with how Maxwell-Ostdiek
works to educate Nebraskans about what’s happening in their local communities and how they can get involved.

“She works tirelessly to ensure that colleagues, neighbors and officeholders understand the issues affecting our
communities,” Glismann said. “Cindy is a wealth of knowledge, enthusiasm, ideas and energy.”

Maxwell-Ostdiek said a highlight of her work with the League came when she was soliciting signatures for one
of the ballot measures this summer. She was able to help an older woman who had never voted get registered
and ready to vote next fall. “She was so proud,” Maxwell-Ostdiek said, and “I was so happy to be able to help
her with that.”

Just another of the many ways Maxwell-Ostdiek is pursuing her passion for public policy and public life.

Miller leading efforts to update VOTEA411 for general election

VOTE411 — the League of Women Voters’ nonpartisan, online voters’ guide — is being updated with
information about candidates running in the Nov. 5 general election to represent Nebraska in the U.S. Senate
and U.S. House of Representatives as well as in races for the Legislature, State Board of Education, University
of Nebraska Board of Regents, Public Service Commission and all races in Douglas County.

Through VOTE411, voters can input their home
ELECTION INFORMATION address to view the names of candidates who will

appear on their general election ballots in the selected
YOU NEED races as well as biographical information and answers
to three to four questions from those participating.

=

Register to Check Your Find What on
Vote ” Registration Your Ballot

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska launched
VOTEA411 prior to Nebraska’s May 14 primary with
information on 115 participating candidates, about
61% of the 189 candidates running in 63 races,
according to Jeanne Miller, who is heading the
p——_ LWVNE’s VOTE411 efforts for 2024.
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“Much of July and August will be spent updating the candidate listings and contact information for the Nov. 5
election following the results of the primary,” Miller said. “The success of VOTE411 depends on reaching
candidates to respond and provide their own words and ideas in response to questions about their candidacy.”

For the Nov. 5 general election, VOTE411 will also include information on the “statewide ballot initiatives that
have been so much in the news recently,” Miller said. These include petitions to protect abortion rights; restrict
abortion rights; legalize medical marijuana; spell out regulations for prescribing and using the medication;
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require Nebraska employers to provide paid sick leave for more workers; and repeal LB1402, a law passed in
2024 by the Nebraska Legislature that creates a $10 million-a-year, state-funded voucher program for students
attending private K-12 schools.

Any League member who would like to help research and identify campaign emails for candidates can reach
out to Miller at vote411@Iwvnebraska.org.

Mother-Daughter Team Serves as Co-Presidents of LWVNE
By Charlyne Berens, associate editor

Editor’s Note: This story written by Charlyne Berens and distributed as a news release to five Nebraska
newspapers was published in its entirely on June 28 by the Keith County News. The League of Women Voters of
the United States also published a question-and-answer blog on June 4 featuring Claudia Stevenson and
Janelle Stevenson on its website. You can read the LWVUS blog at this link.

You might think that Janelle Stevenson joined the League of Women Voters of Nebraska because she was
following her mother, Claudia Stevenson’s, example.

Actually, it was the other way around. About three years ago, Janelle — already a leader in the statewide
organization — told her mother it was time she got involved, too. After all, Claudia’s own mother was a charter
member of the League in West Carrollton, Ohio, so it was time to keep the family commitment going.

Now the commitment has taken a new turn. The two women are serving as co-presidents of the LWVNE from
its 2024 through 2025 annual meetings held in April. Janelle Stevenson had served as co-president in 2023-
2024 with MaryLee Moulton, but when Moulton stepped away from that role this spring, Claudia Stevenson
was elected to fill the slot.

Claudia, who had served as co-director and then director
of natural resources and energy for the LWVNE
beginning in April 2023, said she had enjoyed her time
in that role and never dreamed she would become co-
president.

Janelle said she was surprised when other League
members suggested the two share the president’s office, \ ;
but then thought, “This could work really well.” Her /
mother is “dedicated, organized and we get along really : : K 7
well,” she said, so it looked like a good opportunity to Janelle Stevenson (left) and Claudia Stevenson
work together.

Claudia, who spent 34 years as a soil conservationist with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service —
most of that time from her base in Ogallala — was responsible for the state League’s decision in 2022 to include
soil health in its portfolio as a member of its Natural Resources and Energy Action Team. The team members
work with the board’s director of natural resources and energy to follow potential legislation and oppose or
support bills in that area. “Having a standard there enables us to follow proposed legislative bills and have
something to stand on as we make a statement,” Claudia said.

Janelle Stevenson grew up in Ogallala, then moved to Lincoln in 2007 to earn a degree in interior design from
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s College of Architecture. She has stayed in the capital city, working with a
local manufacturing company for a few years and, since 2014, at the Sheldon Museum of Art on the UNL
campus where she is now manager of visitor experience.

16


mailto:vote411@lwvnebraska.org
https://www.lwv.org/blog/mother-and-daugher-duo-leading-lwv-nebraska

Janelle joined the LWV NE state board in 2019 as co-director of natural resources and energy and helped lead
efforts in advocating for legislative bills that bolstered the use of renewable energy. A few years later, her
mother joined the Natural Resources and Energy Action Team, and the two worked together in that area for the
state League until Janelle became co-president with Moulton in April 2023.

Janelle said it wasn’t too hard to convince her mother to join the state League and become a leader. “She’s such
an active and involved person that this sparked her interest because she is also a civically engaged person.”

Claudia said she strongly supports the League’s mission to encourage informed and active participation in
government and to help people understand major public policy issues. She and her daughter also appreciate the
League’s nonpartisan efforts to influence public policy through education and advocacy. “The League has
studied so many issues over the years that we have great resources to make informed decisions,” she said. Both
women say they look forward to helping citizens be more informed.

They have already established the habit of working closely together as co-presidents. “We make joint decisions
99% of the time,” Claudia said.

They’re dividing duties where it seems most efficient, though. “She works full-time, and I am retired,” Claudia
pointed out, so they’re trying to use that situation to the LWVNE’s best advantage.

The co-presidents, who are both members at large of the state League, said one of their priorities in the coming
year is to increase the number of at-large members. They also want to collaborate with the local Leagues — in
Greater Omaha, Lincoln-Lancaster County, Hastings and Seward County — to promote their events and
programs.

They have already created an online calendar for the board, which includes officers and directors of the
LWVNE and representatives of the local Leagues and members at large. It’s an effort to give board members
easy access to all the deadlines for meetings, reports, election dates and other important information, Claudia
said. It’s all in the service of helping the League at all levels empower voters and defend democracy, Janelle
said.

And that family connection to the LWV? “My mother, Jackie, is 95 years old,” Claudia said. She still meets
with some of the friends she made through the League in West Carrollton, Ohio, and has told them about who is
leading the Nebraska LWV.

“She is very proud of her daughter and granddaughter,” Claudia said. “We make her smile.”

DEIJA Committee announces liaison position to work with local Leagues
By Aimée Folker, DEIJA Committee co-chair

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s newly renamed Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice Systems and
Accessibility Committee — or DEIJA Com as we call it — is pleased to announce a new opportunity and resource
for our local Leagues and members at large with the creation of a collaborative liaison position.

This position will allow a member of the DEIJA Committee to work with the leadership of local Leagues in
Greater Omaha, Lincoln-Lancaster County, Hastings and Seward County. We want to emphasize that this is not
to be seen as oversight by the LWVNE or meant to add extra work for our volunteers. Rather, this position will
provide a connection for fluid and dynamic communication in threading the ideals of belonging into all our
League work.
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As Caroline Belden wrote in "The Inclusion Solution,” "Equality is leaving the door open for anyone who has
the means to approach it; equity is ensuring there is a pathway to that door for those who need it."

In the coming weeks, local League presidents will be contacted by a member of the DEIJA Committee.
Working with our adviser and the co-chair of the national League’s DEI committee, Toni Monette, the DEIJA
Committee has identified the following possibilities for this new collaboration:
e Conduct quarterly/regular calls with each local League about DEIJA efforts.
e Be available for state board meetings.
e Work with local League leadership and membership to create intentional goals
about intersectionality and inclusivity.
e Answer questions and help facilitate concerns.
e Mentor and support as appropriate by utilizing mentoring best practices such as active listening,
challenging our own assumptions and embracing curiosity.
e Direct resources and materials to local Leagues and members at large to inspire as well as address
questions about DEIJA work.
e Highlight DEIJA steps taken by local Leagues.

The DEIJA Committee also would like to thank LWVNE co-president Claudia Stevenson for attending our last
meeting. Her co-president and DEIJA Com member, Janelle Stevenson, brought back much DEIJA wisdom
from LWVUS national convention.

After attending the "Building Effective Coalitions and Partnerships Grounded in DEI" workshop at the national
convention, Janelle Stevenson had this to say: “Our main goal is to create a more inclusive and equitable
democracy. That means providing a sense of belonging and inclusion by recognizing who is not at the table.
The most important takeaway for me when considering a partnership grounded in DEI is listening to the values
of other groups and showing up to their events. We shouldn't tell other organizations what they need to know
but rather discuss and deploy collective resources and shared ideas.”

The DEIJA Committee also gives a big hurrah to
all the work done during Pride Month in June
(and year round) to celebrate and engage the
LGBTQIA+ community.

We will celebrate Disability Pride on July 27 with

a parade in Lincoln and the 34" anniversary of the

signing of the Americans with Disabilities Act on
' July 26.

‘ L v_ . Finally, we are excited to let you know months in
‘ SR W ¥ advance about a program that will be presented by
] , :\ I\ | mmmmm Ul 1 the DEIJA Committee via Zoom on Nov. 12 in
o ‘ collaboration with the LWV of Greater Omaha’s
monthly book club, Books After Dark, and LWVNE’s Disability and Behavioral Health Action Team.
Participants will read and discuss “Sitting Pretty: The View from My Ordinary Resilient Disabled Body” by
Rebekah Taussig.

The program will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. (CST) via Zoom on Nov. 12 and include a special guest. Please save
the date for this educational and moving discussion and look for more information to come. This program is
open to all League members and the general public, so we encourage you to invite your friends and family as
well.
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Epiphany Associates releases report on government spending in Nebraska
By MaryLee Moulton, past co-president

A 57-page “phase one” report by Epiphany Associates — which was covered by various media outlets in
Nebraska on July 6 — targets $531 million in cuts to the state budget, proposing to make up the difference with a
combination of transfers and federal funds and by “improving operations and effectiveness.”

Commissioned by Governor Jim Pillen, the study was done by the Utah-based organization where Steve Corsi —
confirmed as CEO of the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services by the state Legislature on
March 25, 2024 — was an executive leadership coach consultant as recently as September 2023. Corsi’s
involvement with the organization was a topic of a_contentious legislative committee hearing in February 2024.

While the League of Women Voters of Nebraska encourages members to read the full report — which outlines
eight “key strategies” to achieve these cuts — we want to raise some specific concerns.

Broadly, the review is based on a “systems perspective.” Although looking at government from a systems
perspective may provide some insight (like mismatches or roadblocks in procedures within a system), specific
suggestions like eliminating all jobs that are not filled after 90 days may be problematic because some need to
be filled for safety reasons and others are mandated by statute. Moreover, in a tight job market, attracting
qualified employees to Nebraska may require more than a 90-day limit.

We also wish to call your attention to potential cuts in these three areas:

1. Child welfare: $53.7 million in potential cuts

The report claims “between 2021 and 2023, the Nebraska child welfare program costs increased an inflation
adjusted 6% ($53.7 million). Over this period, the average number of children served per month decreased by
more than 4% and the average days it took to establish permanency for children increased by108 days.”

e The report does not mention that Nebraska terminated its disastrous five-year private contract with St.
Francis Ministries in December 2021 to manage child welfare cases in the Omaha area. The contract
was dramatically underbid, and the state needed to bring all these services back under DHHS. It’s hard
to avoid indirect costs when you are trying to rebuild an entire division. The Epiphany Associates report
does not mention these extraordinary issues.

2. Improve federal funds utilization: $105.9 million in potential savings through accepting more
Nebraska tax dollars managed by the federal government
e To fully understand the state’s current fiscal picture, an almost decade-long refusal by successive
governors to access Nebraska tax dollars that were managed by the federal government cannot be
overlooked. Nebraska has left federal money on the table for at least a decade that could have been used
to offset property taxes.
3. Reduce buffer in state budgets: $150 million in savings primarily by reducing or eliminating “rainy
day” funds, which cover unexpected costs
e The report identifies the core problem as “uncertainty about appropriate budget buffer levels or too
much risk aversion” based on the state “under-forecast(ing) state revenue” (page 32). Perhaps it would
be a better strategy to focus on honing a better forecasting measure rather than unilaterally removing the
financial safety net for Nebraska’s health care, education, criminal justice, economic development and
other systems that impact citizens’ daily lives. Avoiding financial risk seems like not only a reasonable
but essential way to steward Nebraskans’ hard earned tax dollars.

You can read about the Epiphany Associates report in the July 6, 2024, Nebraska Examiner at this link. The
story includes a link to read the entire 57-page report. We encourage you to reach out to your state senator and
the Governor’s office (402-471-2244) to share your thoughts, questions or concerns.
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LWVNE co-sponsors ‘Walking to Fix our Democracy’ stop in Omaha
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications

Rick Hubbard, an 82-year-old retired attorney from Vermont, stopped in Omaha on June 6 as part of his cross-
country walk across the United States to call attention to preserving democracy.

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska — through the coordination of Joanna Lindberg, co-director of
government — was a co-sponsor of the event, which included a mile-long walk and nonpartisan forum on
democracy featuring Hubbard and several local civic engagement leaders.

Hubbard began his cross-country walk in Los Angeles. Along the way, he has been engaging, activating,
supporting and collaborating with organizations and individuals to highlight the purpose of the walk.

According to Hubbard, the message of Walking to Fix our Democracy is simple: “Preserving our democracy

first is the quickest and most effective way to avoid autocracy and unlock progress on every other issue
important to us all.”

His stop in Omaha included a walk with 15 supporters from
the corner of 72" and Dodge streets to the University of
Nebraska-Omaha’s Weitz Community Engagement Center.

There, some 35 people attended a nonpartisan forum on
implementing “such pro-democracy reforms as ranked
choice voting, open primaries and other solutions to make
Nebraska's election process more fair, equitable, inclusive
and competitive,” Lindberg said.

At the forum, she reported on the Nebraska Legislature’s

4 passing LB20 — the felon voting rights bill —in 2024. The

Rick Hubbard (right) is pictured in Omaha bill was to take effect July 19, but was halted on July 17
with fellow Vermonter Peter Hack, who with an opinion by the Nebraska attorney general and
assisted with his walk across Nebraska, and directive by the secretary of state to county election
Joanna Lindberg, co-director of government officials not to register anyone who hasn’t had their right to
for the LWVNE who led the coordination of vote restored by the Pardons Board (see story on pages 9-
the June 6 event. 10.)

In addition to Omaha, Hubbard stopped in Lincoln on May 29 where he was interviewed by Dale Johnson of
Nebraska Public Media. You can watch his interview here.

Hubbard’s nationwide walk is currently proceeding through lowa with stops scheduled in Wisconsin, Illinois
and Michigan in the late summer and fall. The walk will proceed through Ohio, Pennsylvania and Maryland this
winter. It will end in Washington, DC, the week before the presidential inauguration in January 2025.

Joining the LWVNE to sponsor Hubbard’s visit to Omaha were Common Cause Nebraska, Represent Us, Better
Ballots Nebraska, the Jewish Community Relations Council of Omaha and the Voting Rights Restoration
Coalition.

“I'm so grateful to all those organizations and individuals in Nebraska for their passion and support for
improving our democracy,” Hubbard said. “Not only did they make me feel welcome, but they also give our
country hope that we can implement the electoral reforms needed to focus representatives on the needs of
citizens, not partisan power.”
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Special fundraiser supports delegates to national convention
By Terri L. Rittenburg, treasurer

Since the League of Women Voters of Nebraska adopted its 2024-2025 budget at the annual meeting in April,
our financial records for 2023-2024 have gone to the auditor for their annual financial review. In the meantime,
three of the four local Leagues in Nebraska have submitted their “per member payments” to the LWVNE. In
addition to our regular operating expenses, reimbursements are underway to our delegates to the League of
Women Voters of the United States national convention to help cover their expenses.

The LWVNE'’s statement of net worth as of July 10 is:

League of Women Voters of Nebraska
Statement of Net Worth
July 10, 2024
Checking account total S 38,644.61
PayPal balance S 25.00
Endowment S 72,954.76
Total Assets $ 111,624.37

The LWVNE’s special fundraising drive to complement the operating funds available to support delegates to
the LWVUS national convention raised $1,185.89, donated by 12 individuals for this purpose. Since Jan. 1,
2024, the LWVNE has received $3,575.24 in donations: $200 restricted to voter education, $2,039.35
unrestricted, $150 for the endowment fund and $1,185.89 for delegates to the LWVUS national convention. Our
budget target for donations for the 2024-2025 fiscal year is $7,300, so we are making reasonable progress
toward that goal. The LWVNE plans to conduct its usual annual fundraiser in the fall to benefit general
operations and voter education efforts.

Since “per member payments” from local Leagues and member-at-large dues make up only about a third of the
LWVNE'’s total annual budget, we rely heavily on the generosity of our member and nonmember donors to

carry out our activities. Thank you to all who contribute.

If you have questions, please contact me at treasurer@Ilwvnebraska.org.

Voter services plans meeting to coordinate League work
By Carolyn Thiele, director of voter services

A meeting will be scheduled in the next few weeks with the presidents, get out the vote chairs and VOTE411
coordinators of Nebraska’s local Leagues in Greater Omaha, Hastings, Lincoln-Lancaster County and Seward
County as well as interested members at large to discuss how they can work together and with the League of
Women Voters of Nebraska to:

1. Standardize materials used at voter registrations with an ~ [B¥ SV RV R RV R . b b o ¢

emphasis on making a plan to vote.

2. Compile information for VOTE411 on ballot initiatives. VOT E AMERICA
3. Explore the feasibility of using data available through EAER (SR e b
Civic Nebraska and the Nebraska Civic Engagement
Table to plan targeted “get out the vote” phone banking or text messaging.

Explore an application to the NCET for grant funds to assist with the above activities.

Explore the feasibility of working with colleges and universities to have a work study student(s) assist
with Number 3 above.

o s
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LWVGO adds voter engagement associate, hosts membership social
By Jan McKenzie, president

As the League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha gears up for the fall federal and state elections and the
spring city elections, it is hosting a membership social on Thursday, July 25, to grow its membership and
engage new and current members.

P~ The membership social will be held from 6-8 p.m. with in-person and
- virtual options. The in-person social will be held in Room 230, the OPPD
M= Community Dialogue Room, at the University of Nebraska-Omaha’s
LWVGO JULY Barbara Weitz Community Engagement Center, 6001 Dc_)dge St. In-
YMEMBERSHIP SOCIAL ) person attendees should pull up to the Lot E booth and give the attendant

»cﬂ@ﬂy Qur Program Includes:

the name of the meeting they will be attending. The attendant will then let
them park in Lot E, or, if the lot is full, issue instructions on where to
park.
LWYV Program Introduction
Starts at EUIITDYST et The program for the membership social includes an introduction to the
and Recruitment . . . .
i League, an explanation of the various LWVGO committees on which
Team Building ar -
INGIGECRoT members can serve and team building. You can RSVP for the
CEC 230 OPPD o membership social, which also provides an option to join by Zoom, here:
D,Crmm“;‘tv i | https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lwvgo-july-membership-social-tickets-
— " 936467699097

In addition, the LWVGO has added a voter engagement associate through the November election. Maddie
Christianson is helping with voter registration events, gathering and studying spring election data, and assisting
with the Go Vote, Omaha! locally produced educational television program and other community activities.

The LWVGO recently participated in monthly naturalization ceremonies, had a table display and voter
registration at the Blue Barn Theatre during the May 23 to June 23 run of “POTUS,” attended Elkhorn Days
with voter registration materials and walked the annual Heartland Pride Parade.

At its June board meeting, Mary Kiteley was elected treasurer to complete the term held by Jan McKenzie.
McKenzie was then elected president. Both will complete their terms in August 2025.

Also in June, four members of the LWVGO — Jennifer Racine, Taylor Sterba, Candide Santiago and McKenzie
— attended the 56" biennial national convention of the League of Women Voters in Washington, DC. They
participated in sessions on abolishing the Electoral College; engaging young voters; ranked choice voting;
diversity, equity and inclusion work; restoration of voting rights; and how to get more candidate responses for
League voters’ guides. Information from the national convention will be shared with LWVGO members and
incorporated into our work moving forward.

LWVLL busy with petition drives, VOTE411, merger
By Cynthia Peterson, president

Although the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County and its Lunch and Learn Committee have
both taken July off, there hasn't been any appreciable lessening of demands, email and activities. It's been a
busy several weeks with no signs of letting up.

The Support Our Schools referendum petition drive that launched in May to place LB1402 on the November
ballot consumed a lot of our collective bandwidth as has the Protect Our Rights abortion rights petition effort.
And then there was the small matter of the primary election.
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LWVLL members are doing ongoing work for VOTE411.Voter registration continues with a couple of large
events, including the Disability Pride Festival on July 27 and the big Back to School Festival shortly thereafter.

We've been contacted by the NAACP Lincoln branch about some voter forums, but have not yet been able to
meet with their representatives. They also have expressed interest in our get out the vote efforts.

Work on our 501(c)4 to 501(c)3 merger is ongoing. We've completed Step 7 of 28. Our certified senior student
lawyers from the law clinic at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln have been amazing, and they are equally
thrilled to have the opportunity to work on a merger, which is not normal activity in most clinics. We soon will
have more documents that both boards will need to approve unanimously, and then we'll need members to vote
again thereafter.

We're planning a midyear member meeting on Sept. 14 for the purpose of voting on the merger. We’ll also take
that opportunity to share some other information and to provide a learning opportunity for our members who
have requested more information about ranked choice voting and other voting methods. We'll have an outside
speaker at the event.

We launched our new monthly member coffees on July 13. The first event was well attended given the short
notice. The next meeting will be Aug. 24 at 9 a.m. at Rock ‘n’ Joe, 5025 Lindberg St., and then we'll wait until
October. Of course, we are trying to schedule around Husker football games, and most times are “to be
determined.”

LWVLL vice president Carla Larson has been coordinating efforts to bring order to the chaos in our storage
unit. The transformation thus far has been remarkable, and the members who've been helping said it's been fun.
Larson also is working on a records retention policy for our League. A lot of documents have been put in the
recycling bin, and some others are being set aside for the Nebraska State Historical Society archives.

Larson also is coordinating our new events/meetings management committee. The first event they're tackling is
the second annual garden party, scheduled for next month.

I was happy to attend the national League’s biennial convention in D.C., and vice president-action Jean
McGuire attended virtually. | had previously made overtures to the local Girl Scouts Council about working
with the Scouts on their civics badges, etc. Now the national League has announced a collaboration between the
two large organizations. We're interested to see where this leads.

The next Lunch and Learn program is scheduled
from noon to 1 p.m. on Aug. 1 with Rachel
Gibson, action vice president for the League of
Women Voters of Nebraska, leading an in-depth
discussion of the upcoming special session of the
Legislature with panelists Jillian Linster of the
Center for Rural Affairs and Rebecca Firestone
of OpenSky Policy Institute. Use this Zoom link
https://usO6web.zoom.us/}/89137424915 to
attend.

The LWVLL has been either directly involved in or on the periphery of some news reporting on both KETV
television station in Omaha and USA TODAY online. And you'll see our members gathering petition signatures
in the background of other video footage on both KOLN and KLKN television stations in Lincoln.
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LWVLL volunteers collect signatures to place LB1402 on ballot
By Cynthia Peterson, president

Members of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County have been involved with the petition
drive to repeal LB1402 since the kickoff press conference on May 2 at the state Capitol. The Legislature
enacted the bill in April 2024 to create and fund the state’s first voucher program for students attending private
K-12 schools.

I spoke on behalf of the LWVLL and League of Women Voters of Nebraska at the May 2 press conference as
well as the July 17 press conference when the Support Our Schools campaign turned in more than 86,000
signatures to place Section 1 of LB1402 on the Nov. 5 election ballot. That section “directs $10 million dollars
annually for financial grants-in-aid for eligible students to attend a qualifying privately operated elementary or
secondary school in Nebraska.”

During the LWVLL’s efforts on behalf of the campaign, my home became a staging area for people to pick up
supplies and information. Jean McGuire, vice president-action for the LWVLL, and | served as primary contacts
with Nebraska State Education Association and coordinated LWVLL volunteers.

LWVLL members took up the volunteer ball in the
early days of the campaign as the majority of the K-12
teachers were still in school. We had a very dedicated
and passionate crew of volunteers for the Support Our
Schools campaign, and many of us also collected
signatures for the Protect Our Rights abortion rights
petition and other issues we were passionate about.

Ouir first forays into local farmers markets to collect
signatures for the Support Our Schools campaign were
well received. In fact, people were looking for us and
lining up to sign. Stationing ourselves next to food
vendors also gave us a captive audience of those
standing in line.

SUPPORT gur
SCHOOLS

. .. Jean McGuire (left), Cynthia Peterson, Pat Hurle
The LWVLL sponsored two drive-through signing and Marianne éay)weﬁ’e among the LWVLL y
events in conjunction with the Unitarian Church members who collected signatures during Fourth of

Lincoln. Our members also c_olle_cted signatures July festivities in Waverly to place the repeal of
at the Fourth of July celebration in Waverly. During LB1402 on the Nov 5 election ballot.

the final push week, LWVLL members took one or
two shifts each most days at two public libraries in
Lincoln.

Not only were petition signers great supporters of public schools, but, to a person, they were angry that the
majority of state senators and the governor chose to interject themselves into the middle of the referendum
process for LB753, negating all the work that we did in 2023 to get it on the 2024 ballot. LB753 — passed by the
Legislature and signed by the governor in 2023 — set aside $25 million a year in tax credits for those who donate
to a “scholarship granting organization” that distributes scholarships to parochial and private schools.

After LB753 was approved in 2023, Support Our Schools launched a successful petition drive to place it on the

November 2024 election ballot. Of the 117,145 petition signatures submitted, Secretary of State Bob Evnen
validated 91,861 to certify the petition for the Nov. 5, 2024, election ballot.
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However, LB1402 repealed LB753, and Evnen removed the
referendum on LB753 from the November election ballot, setting up
the campaign to repeal Section 1 of LB1402.

I don't think our elected officials anticipated the public disgust their
actions caused. Some petition signers even told me that LB1402
would cost legislators their votes in November. | believe state
senators voting for LB1402 in the 2024 legislative session greatly
miscalculated the impact of their action.

With a few exceptions, everyone | encountered with my petitions
was courteous, even if they declined to sign. The LWVLL

. volunteers all received countless statements of appreciation for our
efforts. It's clear to me that Nebraskans really love their public

o schools and are proud of the quality education students receive.

R

The LWVLL and the petition drive received good publicity,

The LWVLL sponsored two drive-

through signing events in conjunction

with the Unitarian Church Lincoln.

including an article in USA TODAY on July 3 and two stories aired
on July 9 by Omabha television station KETV, which you can view
here. (Scroll down to see the second story on this link.)

LWVNE developing calendar of meetings, events for 2025-2026

The co-presidents of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska have developed a central calendar of state
board meetings and deadlines as well as sponsored events. All are open to members of the LWVNE. The
date of the annual meeting is pending approval by the LWVNE board.

All times listed are Central Time Zone.

Saturday, Aug. 10, 9 a.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 12, 11 a.m.to 2 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 15, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov. 12, 6:30 p.m.

November date TBD, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 18, 9 a.m.

February date TBD
Saturday, March 22, 9 a.m.
Saturday, April 12, time TBD

LWVNE summer board meeting via Zoom

LWVNE Social Policy Informational Series: Housing via Zoom
LWVNE fall board meeting, in-person in Lincoln with lunch; Zoom
option during meeting

LWVNE Social Policy Informational Series: Criminal Justice via
Zoom

LWVGO Books After Dark: “Sitting Pretty” in collaboration with the
LWVNE DEIJA Committee via Zoom

LWVNE Social Policy Informational Series: LGBTQIA+ via Zoom
LWVNE winter board meeting and/or legislative action update
meeting via Zoom.

Legislative Day at the state Capitol in Lincoln

LWVNE spring board meeting via Zoom

LWVNE 2024 annual meeting; in person in Hastings; hosted by the
LWV of Hastings; date and time pending approval by the LWVNE
board
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In the news
Lincoln Journal Star publishes letter on making every vote count

“In the News " is a round-up of published letters to the editor and op-eds written by members of the state and
local Leagues of Women Voters of Nebraska on topics that align with League positions in a variety of policy
areas. League members whose letters to the editor or op-eds are published by the news media are invited to
send them as a Word document to communications@Ilwvnebraska.org for publication in the quarterly Nebraska
Voter.

In May, the Lincoln Journal Star published a letter to the editor written by June Pederson, a member of the
League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County.

The letter supports Nebraska’s method of splitting three of its five presidential electoral votes by congressional
district and calls for replacing the Electoral College with a nationwide popular vote, a position advocated by the
League of Women Voters of the United States in its One Person One Vote campaign.

This letter to the editor is included below.

Letter: Make every vote count nationwide

By June Pederson, Lincoln

Member, League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster County
Lincoln Journal Star, May 4, 2024

Larry McClung's Local View "Drop out of Electoral College” (May 1) said everything I've wanted to say, but it
was more elegant and educational. His historical information about the origination of the concept and the
partisan advantage it provides was spot on.

Former state Sen. DiAnna Schimek deserves ongoing credit for changing Nebraska's method of splitting our
Electoral College votes. I'm grateful that her work remains in Nebraska's statutes.

It will take many equally bold and persuasive elected leaders to take this on in Congress and allow my vote to
count in a nationwide popular vote election. I hope to live that long.

r—

TING IS

WL Vet

Our president should be elected by

the people — not the Electoral College.

Be part of the movement at LWV.org/onepersononevote
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