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Mother-daughter leadership team outlines goals 
By Claudia Stevenson and Janelle Stevenson, co-presidents 

 

We are excited to start the League of Women Voters of 

Nebraska’s 2024-2025 year, which began in April and ends in 

March 2025. 

 

Yes, it is true: We (Claudia and Janelle Stevenson) are mother 

and daughter, respectively, and the order in which we joined 

the League is not the order that we came into the world. 

 

Janelle was recruited to join the League as the co-director of 

natural resources and energy in 2019. Claudia was recruited by 

Janelle to join the Natural Resources and Energy Action Team 

in 2021 after retiring from the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service in January 2021. 

Soon after, others encouraged Claudia to become the co- 

director of voter services with Walta Sue Dodd as well as 

taking on VOTE411 in the 2022 election year. 

 

In 2023, Claudia served as director of natural resources and 

energy as Janelle joined MaryLee Moulton in the co-president 

position. And now, in 2024, Claudia is co-president, following 

in her daughter’s footsteps. 

We have a list of goals we’d like to achieve this year based on 

feedback from other officers, directors, local League presidents 

and members as well as what we’ve observed. We would like 

to initiate some statewide member recruitment; create a one- 

source calendar for League deadlines, events and activities; and 

do more fundraising. 
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The three-question survey that was conducted at the LWVNE’s 2024 annual meeting is a great resource to us. 

Your feedback tells us what worked in 2023-2024, things we should do differently this year and goals you have 

as members going forward. 

 

We are also looking forward to meeting with every director and each local League to find out their goals and 

how we can achieve those together. The survey also revealed that members want to have opportunities to meet 

each other in person. We are eager to see this happen in various ways. 

 

According to participants at the 2024 LWVNE annual 

meeting, one of the top listed “great things” that 

happened in 2023-2024 was Rachel Gibson’s action 

alerts. Gibson – who serves as the LWVNE’s action 

vice president – makes the Nebraska Unicameral 

come alive, and so many League members responded 

by taking on their roles as members of the 2nd House. 

 

Please consider joining one of the LWVNE’s six 

action teams – which are described at this link – to 

help make a difference in the next legislative session. 

 

We encourage you to step forward one space from 

where you are now in your membership. If you are 

not on an action team, join one. If you are on an 

action team, add your ideas. Ask a friend to coffee 

and invite them to join the League. Together we can 

become an even stronger voice for democracy, the 

environment and people across the state. 

 

 

 

Legislative session ends with victories, disappointments 
By Rachel M. Gibson, action vice president 

 

After a highly unusual 108th legislative (long) session in 2023, the second year of the biennium started with 

proposals to significantly change the rules governing the Legislature. Of the many proposals, the League of 

Women Voters of Nebraska identified four of primary concern: 1) the lowering of votes needed for cloture from 

33 to as low as 25; 2) eliminating the secret ballot to elect committee chairs; 3) restricting the number of bills a 

senator can introduce to 14; and 4) changing the process to allow certain motions to be moved or overridden. 

 

After a sustained debate, there was not enough time to consider some of the most contentious proposed rules 

changes. A bipartisan vote saved the secret ballot. However, they did vote to restrict the number of bills a 

senator can introduce to 20 with some additional bills powers given to committee chairs. These will be the 

template used to determine the rules of the 109th legislative session beginning in January 2025. 

 

Legislatively, an additional 800 some bills were introduced in 2024, bringing the total number of bills for the 

biennium to 1,829. Controversial bills were introduced in addition to those carried over from the previous 

session. 

Janelle (left) and Claudia Stevenson are pictured on 

Feb. 14, Valentine’s Day, 2024. The League of 

Women Voters was founded on Feb. 14, 1920. 

https://lwvnebraska.org/join-an-action-team/
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. 
 

For a recap on which bills passed this session, which ones didn’t and how it will affect Nebraska, 

please join us at 2 p.m. (central time) on Sunday, April 28, via Zoom. Register here for “Wait, What 

Just Happened?: LWVNE Legislative Recap” Please share this information with anyone who might 

be interested in attending. 
 

The filibuster tactic used during the first half of the biennium – when a group of senators filibustered all bills 

that came before the Legislature in protest over a bill that would ban gender affirming care for minors – was not 

continued in 2024. Individual filibusters were conducted on bills sponsored by the following senators: 

• LB31 (Jacobson) to require two-person crews on major railroads; 

• LB1170 (Riepe) to reduce unemployment benefits from 26 to 16 weeks; 

• LB137 (Bosn) to enhance penalties for controlled substances that result in death; 

• LB175 (Dungan) to adopt the Residential Tenant Clean State Act; 

• LB441 (Abrecht) to remove protections from teachers and librarians for “obscene” materials; 

• LB575 (Kauth) to adopt the Sports and Spaces Act; 

• LB1402 (Linehan) to create a new version of the Opportunity Scholarship Act; 

• LB388 (Linehan) to increase the sales tax; and 

• LB25 (Wayne) to allow lawsuits in the case of child abuse or sexual assault of a child against political 

subdivisions or their employees who have a duty to protect children against the crimes. 

The 2023 legislative session included one high profile gubernatorial veto – of Senator Megan Hunt’s LB307, 

which would allow for safe syringe programs – that failed to earn the 30 votes needed to override. 

 

In an unusual move for a short session, the 

Appropriations Committee submitted and the 

Legislature passed a budget adjustment bill that would 

“sweep” several purpose-specific funds – including 

mental and behavioral health and unemployment – to 

move resources to the General Fund to be used for the 

governor’s property tax relief proposals. However, 

even with these adjustments, Governor Jim Pillen 

determined that the Legislature did not reach his goal 

for property tax relief and has said that he intends to 

call a special session to address the issue. 

 

In another highly unusual incident, right-wing 

commentator Charlie Kirk drew national attention to 

the officially nonpartisan Nebraska Legislature 

regarding LB764 (Lippincott), which would change 

how the state awards its presidential electoral votes to a 

“winner take all system.” While a minority of senators 

with national backing were unable to get this passed 

during session, Governor Pillen has indicated that if he 

has the needed votes, he will pass it through a special 

session before the November 2024 election. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIocuqsqz8jHNO8JTcgN4vizDSj3xz3KAL7%23/registration
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Finally, with the whirlwind wrap-up of the 108th legislative session, it is important to reflect on some 

particularly important outcomes. Some were incredibly disappointing including the passage of the new version 

of the Opportunity Scholarship Act (LB1402) – which will devote $10 million a year in state funds for 

scholarships to attend K-12 private or parochial schools – and a bill that allows Nebraska’s smallest school 

districts to authorize school staff to carry guns, a provision that was part of LB1329, a package of education 

bills that passed 40-0. 

 

LB1402 – which was signed into law by Governor Pillen on April 24 – will almost certainly be challenged 

either in the courts or at the ballot box, or both. LB1402 has been described as an “end run” around a planned 

referendum on the November election ballot over LB753, a school choice bill passed in 2023 that allowed tax 

credits to taxpayers who donate to organizations that provide scholarships to students attending private and 

parochial schools. LB1402 eliminated the 2023 act. 

 

However the 2024 legislative session also included some important victories. Because of the hard work of 

advocates, legislators, staff, journalists and people like you: 

• 15,000 more children in our state will have food to eat this summer after the governor reversed his 

decision to reject federal funds when LB952 had bipartisan support to require the Department of Health 

and Human Services to implement the Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer Program. 

• Teachers and librarians feel more confident in doing the work they are trained to do as LB441 was 

defeated in filibuster. 

• Mothers and babies will have more access to care through evidence-based prenatal support service for 

at-risk mothers through LB857, which was passed and signed into law. 

• Senators are safe to vote their conscious for committee chairs as the proposal to eliminate the secret 

ballot failed during the rules debate. 

• All children have the opportunity to play sports with their friends no matter their gender identity as 

LB575 was defeated in filibuster. 

• A slew of anti-democratic bills including shortened early voting times and Article V convention of states 

proposals were stopped in committee. 

• Farmers have new incentives to use practices that reduce nitrogen use through LB1368, which was 

passed and signed into law. 

• Nebraskans who have served their time for a felony sentence no longer have to wait two years to vote 

through LB20, which passed and because law without the governor’s signature. 

As the interim begins, it is important that everyone take a much needed break from legislative work. There may 

or may not be a special session. But there will be an election in November 2024. With 25 of the 49 seats in the 

Nebraska Unicameral on the November ballot, the impact of the upcoming general election on the 109th 

Legislature will be huge. So now is the time to turn our attention toward getting people registered to vote, 

educated on the issues and ready to go the polls on Tuesday, Nov. 5. 

 

 

LWVNE launches VOTE411 with information on primary election candidates 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

 

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s nonpartisan, online voters’ guide – VOTE411 – has been launched 

with information about candidates running in the May 14 primary for the U.S. Senate, U.S. House of 

Representatives, Nebraska Legislature, State Board of Education, University of Nebraska Board of Regents and 

Public Service Commission as well as all races in Douglas County. 
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Through VOTE411 – which is available at this link – voters can input their address to view the names of 

candidates who will appear on their primary election ballots in the selected races as well as biographical 

information and answers to three to four questions from the candidates who are participating. 

 

"The League aims to provide voters with easily accessible unbiased candidate information so they can make 

empowering decisions for themselves and their communities," said Jeanne Miller, who is coordinating the 2024 

effort for the state LWVNE and League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha. 

 

To compile information for voters prior to the May 14 primary, League volunteers contacted 189 candidates in 

63 races: 115 have responded to date for a response rate of 61% overall. “All 189 candidates were mailed a 

postcard about participating in VOTE411,” Miller said. ”Every candidate was either emailed, texted, Facebook 

messaged or called – sometimes multiple times – in addition to the postcard. All responses have been translated 

into Spanish.” 

 

For Douglas County – for which the LWVGO distributes a printed Voters’ Guide in addition to the online 

version – 73% of the 106 candidates running in 35 races responded, Miller said. “I'm impressed that our 

Douglas County and overall percentages are closer than in 2022. It took a lot of work by our League volunteers, 

and it shows.” 

 

In the U.S. Senate race to complete a two-year term, Republican challengers Mac Stevens and John Glen 

Weaver as well as Democratic candidate Preston Love Jr. have responded. In the U.S. Senate race for a six-year 

term, Kerry Eddy of Legal Marijuana NOW has responded. Dan Osborn – who is registered as nonpartisan and 

can’t take part in the primary – has collected enough signatures to run in the Nov. 5 general election for the six- 

year U.S. Senate term. “We hope that he will participate in VOTE411 for the general election,” Miller said. 

 

In races for the U.S. House of Representatives, both Republican challenger Michael Connely and Democratic 

challenger Carol Blood in the first congressional district have responded. In the race to represent the second 

congressional district, incumbent U.S. Rep. Don Bacon and Democratic challenger Tony Vargas have 

responded. In the third congressional district race, two of the three Republican challengers – Robert McCuiston 

and John Walz – have responded. 

 

“We are disappointed that only one of the five incumbents 

representing Nebraskans in the U.S. Congress are currently 

participating in VOTE411,” Miller said. “We believe that 

our federal representatives should be answerable and 

accountable to all the citizens they represent, not just their 

political party base. We hope that more incumbents will 

respond to our invitation to participate in VOTE411.” 

 

Of the 10 candidates running in the four districts for the 

Board of Education, seven (70%) have responded. Of the 

eight candidates running in four districts for the Board of 

Regents, four (50%) have responded, including both 

candidates in Districts 4 and 8. None of the three candidates 

for the Board of Regents in District 5 – which includes 

residents of Auburn, Beatrice, parts of Lincoln, Nebraska 

City and Plattsmouth – has responded. 

https://www.vote411.org/nebraska
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In the 25 races for the state Legislature, seven districts – 3, 7, 13, 15, 29, 31 and 39 – have 100% participation 

from candidates. Five of these races are to replace term-limited senators in Districts 3, 7, 13, 15 and 39: Blood, 

Bellevue; Vargas and Justin Wayne, both of Omaha; Lynne Walz, Fremont; and Lou Ann Linehan, Elkhorn. 

Both candidates have responded in the District 31 race, where Kathleen Kauth of Omaha – who was appointed 

by former Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts to the seat – is up for election. Eliot Bostar of Lincoln, who is running 

unopposed in District 29, also has responded. 

 

Notably, in the race to replace Walz in District 15, all five candidates are participating in VOTE411. And in the 

race to replace Wayne in District 13, all four candidates have responded. In District 33 – where Senator Steve 

Halloran of Hastings is term-limited – 75% (three of four) candidates are participating in VOTE411. 

 

Districts in which 67% of candidates have responded to VOTE411 are 5 and 37, where Mike McDonnell, 

Omaha, and John Lowe, Kearney, are term-limited; 11, where Terrell McKinney, Omaha, is running for re- 

election; 19, 21 and 25, where senators Robert Dover of Norfolk and Beau Ballard and Carol Bosn, both of 

Lincoln, are running after being appointed by Gov. Jim Pillen; and 41, where Pillen-appointed Fred Meyer, St. 

Paul, is not running. 

 

Legislative districts in which 50% of candidates are participating are 1, 9, 27 35, 43 and 45. 

 

The lowest response rates among races for the state Legislature are in District 17, where none of the three 

candidates running to replace term-limited Joni Albrecht of Thurston has responded; District 47, were neither of 

the two candidates running to replace term-limited Steve Erdman of Bayard has responded; in District 23, 

where only one of six candidates (17%) running to replace term-limited Bruce Bostelman of Brainard is 

participating; and District 49, where one of three (33%) of candidates has responded. 

 

Of the 10 races for the state Legislature with an incumbent, five – Bosn, Bostar, John Cavanaugh of Omaha’s 

District 9, Kauth and McKinney – are participating in VOTE411.org. 

 

Candidates can still provide their biographical information and answer the questions posed by the LWVNE for 

the online voters’ guide by emailing VOTE411@lwvnebraska.org before the May 14 primary. “We encourage 

voters to contact candidates on their ballots who are not currently participating in VOTE411 to respond to our 

invitation to do so,” Miller said. 

 

After the primary, Miller will archive candidates who did not advance, add candidates who "auto-advanced" to 

the general election and then work with local Leagues in Lincoln/Lancaster County, Hastings and Seward 

County to add races and candidates to the VOTE411 database for the Nov. 5 general election. 

 

“In August, we will start all over again in contacting candidates and asking them to respond to VOTE411,” 

Miller said. “Those candidates who will appear on the Douglas County ballot will be included in the LWVGO’s 

printed Voters' Guide, which will be distributed in time for early voting prior to the Nov. 5 general election,” 

she added. 

 

“The League remains dedicated to providing nonpartisan information for voters,” Miller said. “Through 

VOTE411, voters are more informed before reaching the voting booth or filling out their ballot at home. We 

appreciate the candidates who took the time to participate in our nonpartisan voters’ guide for the 2024 primary 

election.” 

mailto:VOTE411@lwvnebraska.org
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LWVNE members can help with May 14 voter turnout project 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

 

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska is partnering with the Associated Press on a voter turnout pilot project 

– and needs your help on May 14 for the primary election. 

 

If you plan to vote or be at the polls on May 14, please sign up to volunteer. “It’s easy to do and will only take a 

few minutes of your time,” said Reid Magney, the project coordinator and a member of the LWV in Louisiana. 

“You will be helping the Associated Press provide faster and more accurate results on Election Night.” 

 

You can sign up by sending an email to the AP at NEturnout@ap.org with your name, address, phone number, 

precinct number, and whether you are voting or working at the polls on the day of the primary election. 

Magney will confirm your participation and send you detailed instructions before the May 14 primary election. In 

short, here’s what you’ll do: 

• When you vote on Election Day on May 14, make sure you ask the poll worker what number voter you 

were (i.e., you were the 250th voter so far today). 

• Also, remember to write down exactly what time you voted. 

• After you vote, report your voter number and voting time to the AP using an online form or the 

ActiVote.app. 

“If you are working or observing at the polls on 

May 14, please let the AP know whether you are 

comfortable periodically reporting the number of 

voters who have checked in at your precinct during 

a break or at the end of your shift,” said Magney, 

who is a researcher with the AP’s Elections 

Research and Tabulation Division. 

 

“The information you share about voting will help 

the AP refine its voter turnout data models before 

the polls close,” he said. This helps the AP know 

how far along they are in tabulation after polls 

close and helps with accurate and timely race calls. 

 

“The League of Women Voters and the Associated Press share many of the same values,” Magney said. “They 

are both independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit and fact-based organizations.” 

 

The LWVNE co-presidents and directors of voter services and communications met with Magney on April 17 to 

discuss the project, in which members from state Leagues from throughout the United States are participating. 

Members of the LWVNE Executive Committee met via email and voted unanimously on April 22 to approve 

LWVNE’s participation in the project. 

 

“We hope members of the League will consider participating in this pilot project designed to improve Election 

Night reporting,” said Claudia Stevenson, LWVNE co-president. 

mailto:NEturnout@ap.org
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LWVUS updates Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy 
By Toni R. Monette, LWVUS board secretary 

 

As a resident of Nebraska who serves as secretary of the national board of the League of Women Voters of the 

U.S., I thank you for all the wonderful work you are doing to move our democracy forward. 

 

As the co-chair of the LWVUS National Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Committee, I am also pleased to share information about the League’s work to 

ensure that its current Transformation Journey has the most expansive and diverse 

membership as we move forward in our grassroots efforts to empower voters and 

defend democracy through advocacy, education and outreach to our communities. 

 

First, our committee has established an updated DEI policy. As you may be aware, 

LWVUS adopted a formal DEI policy at its national convention in 2020 to be 

included in our national bylaws. This policy met the needs of the moment and was 

aspirational. 

 

Now, as we enter a new election season in 2024 and face increased threats to 

democracy for all the people, we have updated our policy to reflect where the 

League is going in 2024 and beyond. The new policy reads: 

 

“Discrimination or harassment of any kind will not be accepted within the League, including but not limited to 

race, socio-economic status, age, ability status, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender identity or 

marital status. The League is committed to fostering, cultivating and preserving a culture of diversity, equity, 

inclusion, access and belonging for all people. The League is an organization that respects and values the 

richness of our community and our members. The collective sum of our individual differences and life 

experiences represents not only our culture, but our reputation and the organization's mission and 

achievements as well.” 

 

All Leagues are required to have a DEI policy that does not conflict with LWVUS’ DEI policy. 

 

Our hope is that this policy will: 

• Make space for you as an individual League member to reflect on your diversity, equity and inclusion 

practices as you interact with other members, your board, staff and with the community; 

• Inspire you to think introspectively and critically about the League work that you do; and 

• Hold yourself and others accountable to making DEI a culture within your League. DEI should be the 

lens by which you make every decision. It should guide how you make space for all relevant voices and 

empower everyone to become and stay engaged in our important fight for democracy. 

DEI work should not just live in a committee; it should be threaded through every part of our work from 

legislative to voting rights to our budget and partnerships. As our late national president Dr. Deborah Turner 

always said, “DEI should be in our DNA.” As we honor her going forward, I hope that you use those words as 

fuel to keep fighting for a more just world for everyone. 

 

Thanks again to LWVNE members, officers, directors, volunteers and staff for the copious amounts of time and 

resources you put into serving our mission. Please reach out to me if you have questions or want to chat. You 

can reach me at tmonette@lwv.org. 

Toni Monette 

https://www.lwv.org/transformation
mailto:tmonette@lwv.org
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Here are links to the recording and the slides from the LWVUS webinar held March 5 on the updated DEI 

policy: 

• Webinar: Transformation: Are You Ready to Move the League Forward?  (Passcode: L3Q%n$2k) 

• Slides 

You can also visit this link for additional resources on how you can operationalize and use the LWVUS’ DEI 

policy in your state and local League programming. 

 

LWVNE takes actions at April 6 and March 16 meetings 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

 

At its meetings in April and March, the League of Women Voters of Nebraska voted to adopt a budget for the 

2024-2025 fiscal year, appointed delegates to the League’s 2024 national convention and announced the 

appointment of Claudia Stevenson to replace MaryLee Moulton as co-president for 2024-2025. 

 

At the LWVNE annual meeting on April 6 in Omaha, treasurer Terri Rittenburg moved to adopt the proposed 

2024-2025 budget as recommended by the board at its March 16 meeting. Without objection, the budget was 

adopted. (For more information on the LWVNE’s 2024-2025 budget, see the treasurer’s report on page 10.) 

Also at the annual meeting, the LWVNE’s 2024-2025 Program – which outlines its positions in such areas as 

government, natural resources, social policy and education – was adopted by continuing the 2023-2024 program 

into 2024-2025. Action also was taken to make a minor correction to the minutes of the 2023 annual meeting. 

During directions to the board, it was suggested that the LWVNE establish a fundraising committee. 

 

At the April 6 LWVNE board meeting, held after the 

annual meeting, delegates to the LWVUS national 

convention were appointed. Janelle Stevenson and C. 

Stevenson, co-presidents, and Rachel Gibson, action 

vice president, will represent the LWVNE at the 

national convention that will meet June 27 to June 30 

in Washington, D.C. 

 

In addition, C. Stevenson and Kathy Bass, LWVNE 

secretary, were appointed to the Bylaws Committee. 

 

Also on April 6 and without objection, LWVNE board 

members approved a motion by Krystal Fox on behalf 

of the DEI (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) 

Committee to change its name to the DEIJA 

(Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice Systems and 

Accessibility) Committee. 

 

At the March 16 board meeting, Moulton announced that she was resigning as LWVNE co-president effective 

at the end of the state League’s annual meeting on April 6. Per the bylaws on filling a vacancy in the office of 

president, the line of succession was followed with the action vice president and membership vice president 

declining. C. Stevenson, director of natural resources and energy, emailed the board that she would like to be 

considered for co-president of the LWVNE. Hearing no objections, Moulton appointed C. Stevenson to fill the 

vacancy of co-president to begin at 11:01 a.m. on April 6, 2024, through the end of the annual meeting in 2025. 

Cynthia Peterson (left), Terri Rittenburg, Jean 

McGuire and Carla Larson from the LWV of 

Lincoln/Lancaster County attended the LWVNE 

annual meeting in Omaha on April 6. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/component-page?action=viewdetailpage&sharelevel=meeting&useWhichPasswd=meeting&clusterId=us02&componentName=need-password&meetingId=h299KGukHTpf_CtgpEQIcxCVjhfQjnfr740NnW-tUqGCkDU_qd8D9bz380JFxdxZ.rFIpOrldBreC9vud&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FfpZaKj-8--K88gRkyHS5h4ofjp1sho9vCVC7wgLdkrsUmBY1GORVZxdcHkVQ5azB.7lFR6x2acaHO7fHG%3FstartTime%3D1709672579000
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/Transformation%20March%205%20Webinar%20SLIDES.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/league-management/diversity-equity-inclusion/understanding-lwvus-diversity-equity-inclusion-dei


10  

The LWVNE also approved, without objection, a motion by Rittenburg to forward the proposed 2024-2025 

budget to the annual meeting for final review and approval. The proposed budget includes $3,000 toward the 

expenses of state delegates to the LWVUS national convention. 

 

Also at the March 16 board meeting, five amendments to the LWVNE Bylaws were adopted by unanimous 

consent when no comments were received after notifying local League presidents, chairs of member-at-large 

units and members-at-large as required. 

 

These amendments increase from two to up to three members sharing an (1) officer or (2) director position on 

the board; (3) increase the quorum for a meeting of the board of directors from five to six members; (4) clarify 

that a quorum of the Executive Committee is the majority of elected officers; and (5) change the amount of time 

required for the board to inform local League presidents, chairs of member-at-large units and members-at-large 

of recommended amendments to the bylaws from two months to one month. 

 

At the March 16 board meeting, members also approved without objection a motion by Carolyn Thiele, director 

of voter services, to partner with VoteRiders, a national nonpartisan, non-profit organization with the mission to 

ensure that all citizens are able to exercise their freedom to vote with a special focus on voter ID laws. No fees 

are associated with joining this coalition. 

 

With the appointment of C. Stevenson to the co-president position for 2024-2025 term, the LWVNE has a 

vacancy as director of natural resources and energy. Members who are interested in serving as a director or co- 

director to lead this policy area on the LWVNE board should email office@lwvnebraska.org. 

 

 

LWVNE ends 2023-2024 fiscal year in good standing 
By Terri L. Rittenburg, treasurer 

 

At the annual meeting of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska on April 6, the 2024-2025 budget 

recommended by the LWVNE Budget-Finance Committee was adopted. It is a fairly lean budget and relies on 

donations, but I believe it is achievable. Please keep the LWVNE in mind with your charitable donations. 

 

The LWVNE’s current financial situation is in good standing with all bills paid and tax forms filed. The current 

checking account balance (as of April 20) is $41,258.15, and the endowment fund balance is $67,384.16 for 

total assets of $108,642.31. The LWVNE’s fiscal year ended on March 31; we received several donations as a 

tribute to outgoing co-president MaryLee Moulton in late March that helped improve our finances. The 

LWVNE has enough money in reserve to cover its expenses, so our financial situation is favorable. 

 

I recommend we pursue a more comprehensive fundraising strategy to ensure that we do not spend down our 

reserves. While the LWVNE is in good shape financially, we do not want to become complacent. Our current 

(2024-2025) budget is based on funding about 38% of expenditures through reserves with a projected total 

income of $14,380 and projected expenditures of $22,963 for a projected net change of $8,583 in reserves. The 

LWVNE can afford to do this, but not year after year. 

 

With the conclusion of the LWVNE 2023-2024 fiscal year, I thank the members of the Budget-Finance 

Committee – Moulton, Janelle Stevenson, Rachel Gibson and Claudia Stevenson – and members of the 

Endowment Fund Committee – Moulton, Keith Bystrom, Cindy Hadsell and Sherry Miller. Their dedication 

and hard work have carried us through another fiscal year. Finally, thanks to all of you for putting your trust in 

me. I appreciate the opportunity to serve as your treasurer. 

mailto:office@lwvnebraska.org
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LWVNE surveys at-large members on priorities, interests 
By Marilyn Bechtel, membership vice president 

 

The roster of at-large members of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska has increased to 21 this year from 

communities across the state. 

 

The group is well represented within the LWVNE: The 2024-2025 co-presidents – Janelle Stevenson of Lincoln 

and Claudia Stevenson of Ogallala – are both members-at-large. In addition, two representatives from the 

group, Patsy Burnett and Judy Punochar, agreed to be member-at-large representatives on the LWVNE board. 

Other members support the LWVNE’s work through its action teams and action alert network. 

 

To get a better idea of the priorities and interests of members-at-large, I distributed an online survey this spring. 

Thirteen members responded. 

The survey was composed of two parts. The first part listed 

some topics that have been in the news this year, and the 

survey asked how prominent they were in community 

discussions, regardless of the members’ opinions or priorities. 

Response options ranged from 1 (most important) to 5 (least 

important). Results are listed below with the “average” score 

of each topic. The lower the number, the higher in importance 

or priority discussion: 

Local school/education issues – including local control of school-related issues 1.8 

Tax issues – property, inheritance, sales 1.9 

Reproductive rights/abortion 2.1 

Petition drive to repeal LB753 (Opportunity Scholarship Act) 2.2 

Environmental issues – soil, water 2.4 

Transgender issues 2.6 

Term limits for U.S. senators and representatives 2.6 

Diversity, equity and inclusion 2.9 

Shortening the window for submitting mail-in ballots 3.2 

The results indicate that the most prominent topics of discussion in the communities of members at large are 

those of local impact and control – schools, taxes and reproductive rights. One respondent said she was also 

closely watching the discussion about how Nebraska distributes its electoral votes for president, and another 

believed that climate change should be included in any list of important topics. 

The second part of the survey asked respondents how they would rate League priorities. Again, the options 

ranged from 1 to 5. The results are: 

Individual/parental choice regarding transgender issues 1.4 

Protecting reproductive rights 1.5 

Voter education (candidate forums, VOTE411, etc.) 1.7 

Voter support (voter ID, registration efforts) 1.8 

Repeal of LB753 (Opportunity Scholarship Act) 1.8 

Support of the environment 1.8 

Local control of public education decisions 1.9 

Shortening mail-in voting window 2.5 
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The item descriptions included information about LWVNE’s positions, so the responses indicate that these 

members feel strongly about these issues and generally agree with the state League’s positions. 

 

Respondents could also add comments. In the first part of the survey, several respondents indicated that none of 

the topics were discussed in the regular community social gatherings – e.g., grocery stores, churches – in which 

they participated. A comment in the second part of the survey was that “discussion” wasn’t always possible 

because of the “vocal condemnation” of anyone who expressed views “for more open-minded acceptance of 

and respect for others’ opinions.” 

 

These comments represent a conundrum that many community members face. It is hard to be the only voice, or 

one of the few voices, expressing views contrary to those of the vocal majority or vocal minority. This results in 

many people simply not expressing their views. We hope that membership in LWVNE is a valuable support for 

members in Nebraska’s small communities. 

 

Thank you to all who responded to the survey. The survey link is still open for members-at-large who have not 

responded and would like to do so. At-large members who would like to make comments can forward them to 

me at mbechtel@lwvnebraska.org. 

 

Member spotlight 

Gauger: Leaving a legacy of public service in Lincoln and making inroads for women 
By Margaret Reist 

(Published in the Lincoln Journal Star on Feb. 21, 2024) 

Jan Gauger knew how to get things done. 

She might not have known all the answers but she always knew the right questions – and she began asking them 

at a time when women were just breaking into the male-dominated world of politics. 

 

She got her start – as many women did in the early ’70s – as part of the League of Women Voters and went on 

to become the first woman in Nebraska elected as county commissioner and the first woman elected to any 

Lancaster County office. 

 

She got involved in politics because she believed in accountability, was 

passionate about social justice and fairness – and because she and her friends on 

the League of Women Voters figured out if they wanted things to change, they 

were going to have to work on it from the inside. 

“She was an amazing woman,” said her daughter Chris Gauger of Portland, 

Oregon. “The change she fomented in this community goes deep and broad, not 

just with people of her generation but people from younger generations. It just 

keeps spreading. Those values she espoused continue, and that makes me feel 

really proud.” 

 

Gauger died at 95, on Valentine’s Day, leaving this world just as she’d lived it: 

on her own terms. 

Jan Gauger 

mailto:mbechtel@lwvnebraska.org
https://journalstar.com/users/profile/Margaret%20Reist
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When her mother was first running for office, Chris Gauger remembers attending a panel her mom was on and 

being asked by someone what it was like having a mom who was a feminist. 

 

Since that was all she knew, she wasn’t sure how to answer, but she does know the influence her mom had on 

her, her two sisters and their brother. 

 

“She was very instrumental in making us confident and believing in our confidence,” Chris Gauger said. “We 

had the authority to break down our own doors, to do what we wanted.” 

 

Jan Gauger was elected to the county board in 1972 and served for 16 years. 

 

During her tenure, the Legislature combined Lancaster County agencies under one personnel system – a move 

she championed and that was so controversial that the hearing on the measure came to be known as the 

Valentine’s Day Massacre. 

 

While she was a commissioner, the Legislature also consolidated city and county purchasing, and the county 

opened the first juvenile detention facility, built a new jail and hired professional staff: an administrator, a 

budget officer and a human services planner. 

 

“I would say Jan Gauger’s passing is the political equivalent of a library burning down,” said W. Don Nelson, 

who worked for three governors from the 1960s-1980s. “She had a lifetime of accumulated experience, contacts 

and problem-solving – she was one of those go-to leaders.” 

 

She was single-handedly responsible for building the new jail, he said, because she had the courage to get the 

project underway even though she knew it would be controversial. She would put together coalitions without 

regard to political favoritism, and one of the central themes of her service was grouping similar functions of 

government service together to streamline them. 

 

Once she retired from the county board, she served on the Lincoln Housing Authority, was active in the Red 

Cross and was tri-chair of the Antelope Valley Project – a study that eventually led to the $246 million flood 

control project that provided significant upgrades to the street and recreation systems in central Lincoln. 

She co-founded the Lincoln-Lancaster County Commission on the Status of Women, and in 2016 the YWCA 

presented her with a lifetime membership award. 

 

“We thought it quite appropriate to acknowledge that the changes in opportunities and the roles that women can 

play in the community did not just materialize on their own,” said then-YWCA board president Cathy Rauch 

when Gauger was presented with the award. “Our foremothers, friends and neighbors fought for those changes. 

Today, we definitely benefit from their hard work.” 

 

Mary Boschult was in an administrative position in the county welfare office when Gauger was on the county 

board and said people today don’t realize what a monumental task it was for a woman to make the difference 

she did. 

 

That is one of her greatest legacies, Boschult said: “That women can do it. Women should be at the table, and 

women’s voices should be heard.” 

 

Gauger was born in Moscow, Idaho, and grew up in Spokane, Washington, the youngest of seven siblings. 
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She met her husband of 38 years while they were attending the University of Idaho, and they moved to Lincoln 

in 1957. 

 

She got involved in the League of Women Voters shortly after moving to Lincoln, and Pat Cole worked with 

her as part of the organization that monitored local government meetings, convinced Lincoln voters to approve a 

strong mayoral form of government and worked to merge county and city government operations. 

 

“She had that gift that some leaders have of asking you to do something in a very nice way and in a way you 

wanted to do it,” Cole said. 

 

In 1979, Gauger decided to start a business. For one thing, it would give her something to do once she was no 

longer on the county board. It also quieted her male colleagues’ condescending admonitions. 

 

“She was like, 'OK, then, I’ll become a business owner,'” Chris 

Gauger said. 

 

She opened a women’s consignment store called One More Time 

Consignments. In the early ’80s, she also opened a consignment 

furniture store and asked her youngest daughter, Sarah Gauger, to 

move back from California to run it. They eventually combined the 

furniture and consignment stores. The furniture store closed in 

1997 and the clothing store moved to 17th and Van Dorn streets. 

 

Sarah Gauger and another daughter, Kate Merritt, run the store, 

now called omt! Divine Resale. 

 

Chris Gauger said her sister Sarah talks about how she thought their mom would teach her how to run a 

business, and she did. But she also taught her to be respectful of everyone, not to judge people by their 

appearance or how much money was in their bank accounts. 

 

Jan Gauger gave Chris Gauger a loan that allowed her to open her own women’s consignment store in Portland, 

Oregon, which she’s run for 32 years. 

 

“She gave us confidence, she loved and supported us whatever we decided. She let us make mistakes and learn 

from them.” Chris Gauger said. “She was such a generous person in so many ways. She was generous with her 

time. She was generous with her love. She was generous with her support. She was also generous with her 

money.” 

 

For the past couple of years, Gauger lived in an apartment at Eastmont. She recently contracted COVID and 

entered hospice while in the hospital, Chris Gauger said. 

 

She was mentally sharp until the end but decided she was ready to go – on Valentine’s Day. 

 

“She said, ‘Let’s get this show on the road.’ We all laughed with her and, by golly, she did. She just gently 

slipped away,” Chris Gauger said. 

 

“She did it on her own terms. Right till the end. She lived her life on her own terms, and she ended it on her own 

terms.” 

Jan Gauger at omt! in 2016. 
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May 2 virtual program to spotlight Food Bank of Lincoln 

The May 2 Lunch and Learn program sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Lincoln/Lancaster County 

will spotlight the Food Bank of Lincoln. 

 

The program – which will be presented from noon to 1 p.m. (central time) on 

Thursday, May 2, via Zoom – will feature Michaella Kumke, president and CEO of 

the Food Bank of Lincoln. She will discuss the root causes of food insecurity and 

poverty and why it is essential to address these problems in order to end hunger. The 

Food Bank serves neighbors in 16 counties in Southeast Nebraska by providing 

equitable access to healthy food. 

The event is free and available to the public throughout Nebraska. Membership in the 

LWV is not required. On the date and time of the program, those wishing to attend 

should use this Zoom link: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89137424915. 

 

For more than 100 years, the League of Women Voters – a nonpartisan political organization – has encouraged 

informed and active participation in government, worked to increase understanding of major public policy 

issues, and influenced public policy through education and advocacy. Membership is open to all. More 

information on the LWVLL is available here. More information on the LWV of Nebraska is available here. 

 

 

Social Policy Action Team sees several legislative wins in 2024 
By Cat Henning and Krystal Fox, co-directors of social policy 

 

The Social Policy Action Team – consisting of members Cat Henning (co-chair), Krystal Fox (co-chair), Carol 

Dennison, Sara Lee, Geri Johnson and Cynde Glismann – considered nearly 50 bills in the 108th Legislature 

second (short) session. 

 

The categories for our action team include: housing, income assistance, childcare, prison reform, criminal 

justice, gun safety and LGBTQIA+ issues. Members of the team wrote six letters for the League of Women 

Voters of Nebraska – presenting in-person testimony for two and sending four through the Legislature’s online 

portal to the various committees. 

We were surprised with the large number of new bills in this short session. In addition to our LWVNE letters, 

we submitted numerous personal statements. With many important bills to consider, we always struggle to 

narrow down the list, but do our best. The Social Policy Action Team will continue to stay vigilant in light of a 

potential legislative special session this summer. 

 

The Social Policy Action Team saw several wins this legislative session, including: 

• LB575, Senator Kathleen Kauth’s anti-trans bill that would have prohibited trans students from 

participating in sports and entering certain spaces, did not advance. 

• LB840 passed, which is a huge win for housing rights. LB840 creates more transparency and 

accountability from the Omaha Housing Authority, implements the poverty elimination plan, expands 

the definition of “urban” community, reduces the match required for workforce housing grants and 

more. 

Michaella Kumke 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89137424915
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89137424915
https://lincolnleague.org/
https://lwvnebraska.org/
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• LB870 passed, which strengthens the rights of sexual assault survivors by requiring law enforcement to 

notify victims when their evidence is being disposed of. The bill also allows survivors to request 

evidence be retained for additional time. 

 

Here are the bills we prioritized and their final status: 

● LB575 (oppose) – Adopt the Sports and Spaces Act (Kauth) (Indefinitely Postponed) 

● LB855 (support) – Prohibit school districts from taking certain actions relating to outstanding debts on a 
school lunch or breakfast account (Conrad) (General File) 

● LB1357 (oppose) – Prohibit camping on certain property owned by political subdivisions (McDonnell) 
(In Committee) 

● LB842 (support) – Change provisions relating to affordable housing under the Municipal Density and 
Missing Middle Housing Act, the Nebraska Affordable Housing Act and the Nebraska Housing Agency 
Act (McKinney) (General File) 

● LB945 (support) – Require certain documents, information and materials be provided to children before 
leaving foster care (Hughes) (General File) 

● LB1339 (oppose) – Change provisions relating to possession of firearms in schools and authorize 
schools to provide emergency response mapping data to public safety agencies (Brewer) (In 

Committee) 

● LB870 (support) – Provide for additional rights of notification, information and preservation of evidence 
under the Sexual Assault Victims' Bill of Rights Act (M. Cavanaugh) (Passed by the Legislature and 

signed by the Governor on April 15) 

● LB1170 (oppose) – Change provisions of the Employment Security Law relating to benefit amounts and 
periods of disqualification for benefits (Riepe) (General File) 

● LB840 (support) – Adopt the Poverty Elimination Action Plan Act and change provisions of the Middle 
Income Workforce Housing Investment Act and the Nebraska Housing Agency Act (McKinney) 
(Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor on April 17) 

● LB631 (support) – Change provisions relating to the Board of Parole, eligibility for parole, reentry 

services, post-release supervision, grant programs and prisons; adopt the Community Work Release and 

Reentry Centers Act; provide for performance metrics, Parole School, book donations and reentry career 

planning; and transfer the Division of Parole Supervision to the Department of Correctional Services 

(McKinney) (Passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor on April 16) 

Along with monitoring bills, we – as co-directors of social policy for the LWVNE – have been participating in 

the Protect Our Rights ballot initiative field committee. Protect Our Rights intends to enshrine the right to 

abortion in the Nebraska Constitution (up to fetal viability as determined by a medical practitioner). The 

LWVNE board voted to join this effort in December 2023. The ballot initiative requires signatures from about 

10% of all registered voters in Nebraska and 5% from 38 of Nebraska’s 93 counties. Signatures are due on July 

3, 2024. 

 

Legislature passes LWVNE-supported bills on voting rights, oversight review 
By Joanna Lindberg and Sheri St Clair, co-directors of government 

 

Members of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s Government Action Team acted on 11 bills – 

testifying or sending letters supporting five bills and opposing six bills – in the 2024 legislative session. 

 

Two government-related bills – LB20 and LR298 – supported by the LWVNE were passed by the Legislature 

and have been enacted. The three other government-related bills supported by the LWVNE failed to advance. 
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Of the six government-related bills opposed by the LWVNE, four failed to advance and two remain in General 

File. 

 

LB20, which was enacted without the signature of Governor Jim Pillen, provides for restoration of voting rights 

upon completion of a felony sentence or probation for a felony, rather than waiting to vote two years after 

completion of a sentence. Senator Justin Wayne introduced the bill in 2023 and Senator Jane Raybould made it 

a priority bill in 2024. Pillen chose not to sign LB20, saying that he sees potential constitutional problems with 

the bill. The governor has asked Secretary of State Robert Evnen and Attorney General Mike Hilgers to 

promptly take appropriate measures. Pillen could have vetoed the bill, but faced potential override as it takes 30 

senators to override a gubernatorial veto. LB20 had passed with the support of 38 senators voting yes. 

 

LR298 was passed by the Legislature and enacted with the governor’s signature to create an interim study of the 

structure and organization of the legislative functions that currently exist among legislative offices. The study is 

to be completed by Dec. 31, 2024. Senator John Arch is chair of the study committee and Senator Wayne is vice 

chair. This bill was in response to Attorney General Hilger’s decision on Aug. 16, 2023, that the powers given 

to the Ombudsman and Inspector General offices were in violation of the Nebraska Constitution’s provisions 

for separation of powers. Within days after Hilger’s decision was announced, the Ombudsman and Inspector 

General’s offices lost access to the facilities and agencies needed to do their job. 

 

Joining us as members of the Government Action Team in 2023-2024 were Carolyn Thiele, Ann O’Connor, 

Nikki Hansen, Lilia Franciscony, Kate High and Janice Walker. Some team members participated in statewide 

collaborative meetings including voter restoration for former felons, voter ID and Strong Nebraska weekly 

advocacy calls. Lindberg presented with Rachel Gibson, LWVNE action vice president, on the state League’s 

priority bills at a March 7 Lunch and Learn sponsored by the LWV-Lincoln/Lancaster County. 

 

The narrative below highlights other bills that drew particular attention by the Government Action Team: 

 

Ombudsman and Inspector General (supported LR298 and LB1321) 

Thanks to Speaker Arch’s leadership, the state Ombudsman and Inspectors General for Corrections and Child 

Welfare are operational again. An Inspector General recently reported they mostly have access to data from the 

prisons and Department of Health and Human Services because of a memorandum of understanding between 

the legislative and executive branch signed on Feb. 14, 2024. This memo replaced the need for LB1321, so the 

bill did not come to the floor. 

 

Constitutional Convention, Article V (strongly opposed; failed to advance) 

The LWVNE is concerned that there are many unresolved questions about the powers and processes of an 

Article V Constitutional Convention. The League believes such a convention should be called only if a number 

of conditions are in place such as transparency, representation, who is able to vote, single topic and most recent 

action of the state. 

 

Senator Steve Halloran’s LR31 would have replaced LR14 from 2021 and serve as the application for a 

convention of states to propose amendments to the U.S. Constitution, eliminating the sunset clause. The 

convention would be limited to amendment proposals such as: limiting the size and scope of the federal 

government, considering fiscal restraints and considering term limits. Senator Loren Lippincott’s LR282 called 

for Nebraska’s application for the sole purpose of enacting term limits on Congress. 

 

The bills monitored by the Government Action Team are further summarized below. 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS MONITORED FOR 2024 SESSION 

Bills Introducer LWVNE Description and Outcome 

LB1321 Arch Support Did not advance, but memorandum of understanding between 

executive and legislative branch opened up the program. 

Change provisions relating to the Public Counsel, the Inspector 

General of Corrections and Child Welfare. 

LB1042 Fredrickson Support Failed to advance 

Automatic voter registration through the DMV, with an opt-out 

choice. A provision for accidental voter registration was included. 

LB20 Wayne Support Passed, Enacted 

Provide for restoration of voting rights upon completion of a felony 

sentence. 

LB1068 Brewer Oppose Remains in General File 

Change provisions to the appointment, certification and convening of 

presidential electors. 

LB1152 Brewer Oppose Remains in General File 

Certified presidential electors would conduct their business at a 

governor-designated meeting location. 

LB1211 Hansen Oppose Failed to advance 
Decrease early voting from 35 days to 22 days. 

LB1382 Hansen Oppose Failed to advance 

Prohibit paying petition circulators based on the number of signatures 

and prohibit certain contributions to ballot question committees. 

LB1390 Bostar Support Failed to advance 

Document election interference and intimidation. It creates a class of 

offenses for interfering with the deputy registrar doing voter 

registrations, misleading the public with AI videos/photos, and 

threatening and harassing election officials or workers. A report will 

be filed in 60 days by the Secretary of State reporting any 
misinformation, threats or harassment. 

LR282 Lippincott Oppose Failed to advance 

Nebraska’s application for an Article V Convention of States for the 

sole purpose of enacting term limits on Congress. 

LR31 Halloran Oppose Failed to advance 

Replaces LR14 for a Constitutional Convention of States to propose 

amendments to the U.S. Constitution on limiting the size and scope of 

the federal government, considering fiscal restraints and considering 

term limits. 

LR298 Arch Support Passed, Enacted 

Appoint a Legislative Oversight Review Special Committee to the 

Executive Board to look at the legislative divisions, review oversight 

functions and complete a report by Dec. 31, 2024. This bill is in 

response to the Nebraska Attorney General’s decision on Aug. 16, 

2023, that the Ombudsman and Inspector General Program is 

unconstitutional. 
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Government Interim Studies 

Two interim studies are of interest to the Government Action Team. 

 

LR354 (Conrad): Analyze state funding, policies and initiatives addressing workforce needs and shortages and 

examine the accessibility of current programs offered by the Department of Labor, Economic Development, 

Health and Human Services and State Department of Education and whether they are meeting the growing 

workforce needs in Nebraska. 

 

LR384 (Linehan): Examine nonprofit organizations, their nonprofit status, the way they use their nontaxable 

income and the ways they use their nontaxable income for political purposes. 

 

 

Newly registered 99-year-old woman: ‘every vote counts’ 

Joanna Lindberg, co-director of government for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska, registered a 99- 

year-old woman living in an Omaha hospice house to vote on March 21. 

 

“We had a delightful conversation,” said Lindberg, who lives in Omaha. “Constance is a former member of the 

League of Women Voters and served as voter services chair for a county League in Texas. Constance is really 

sharp and turns 100 on Oct. 6, 2024.” 

 

Lindberg was notified about Constance’s desire to register to vote by the Douglas County Election Office. 

Constance, who moved from Texas to Nebraska to be near family, did not have a Nebraska voter ID. The 

Nebraska voter ID bill approved in 2023 allows individuals in nursing facilities to register and vote by mail with 

a letter and photo from the facility director. 

 

“When Constance receives her ballot, she will call me 

so I can show her how to use VOTE411,” Lindberg 

said. “She was impressed with how nice the voters’ 

guide is today compared to when she helped with it in 

Texas.” 

 

Lindberg asked Constance if she had any advice for 

voters. 

 

Constance said: "Every vote counts, and that’s why 

every vote is imperative. A tie for certain candidates 

can make a difference with just one vote. The voters’ 

guide is very important because you need to know the 

candidate’s positions rather than guessing by a certain 

name you like” – as Constance said she did when first 

voting. 
Constance, who lives in an Omaha hospice 

house, registered to vote in Nebraska with the 

help of Joanna Lindberg, also of Omaha, who 

serves as co-director of government for the 

LWVNE. 
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Legislature passes LWVNE-supported Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act 
By Claudia Stevenson, 2023-2024 director of natural resources and energy 

 

The Natural Resources and Energy Action Team followed seven bills introduced in the 2024 legislative session. 

LB1368, the Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act, which the we supported with in-person testimony as well as the 

publication of a letter to the editor in four daily newspapers, was passed and has been enacted into law. 

 

A bill we opposed – LB1370, which requires an electric supplier to replace a retired dispatchable electric 

generation facility as prescribed – also was passed and enacted. We opposed this bill as it would dictate and 

limit the type of energy production methods available as the state updates its power infrastructure, including 

coal and natural gas. 

 

Four bills we supported and one we opposed remain in committee. 

Below is an update on the legislative bills followed by the League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s Natural 

Resources and Energy Action team in the 2024 legislative session. 

 

Bills Introducer LWVNE 
Stance 

Description 

LB1304 Raybould Support 

In committee 

Requires the Nebraska Department of 

Environment and Energy to cooperate with 

tribal communities to obtain federal grants 

for water infrastructure. 

LB1383 Raybould Support 
In committee 

Would provide grants through a new 

Nebraska Tribal Community Assistant Fund. 

LB1287 Ballard Support 

In committee 

A water infrastructure bill to use American 

Rescue Plan Act funds for grants for cities of 

the 2nd class. 

LB1370 Bostelman Oppose 

Bill passed on 

April 11 with 

emergency 

clause. Signed 

into law by the 

governor on 

April 15. 

To require an electric supplier to replace a 

retired dispatchable electric generation 

facility as prescribed. 

LB1368 Ibach Support 

Bill passed on 

April 11. Signed 

into law by the 

governor on 
April 16. 

The Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act 

encourages farmers to use less fertilizer 

inputs. 

LB1258 Cavanaugh, M. Support 

In committee 

To provide requirements for livestock waste 

control facilities and animal feeding 

operations as prescribed and sets distance 

requirements for discharge or operations near 

wells and groundwater. 
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LB375 Lowe at the 

request of the 

governor 

Oppose 

In committee 

Puts in a 90-day clock on applications for 

special use permits, but would automatically 

give a “yes” decision/vote if delayed to 91 

days after the application was received or if a 

county has no zoning committee/ 
commission. 

 

In other news in the areas of natural resources and energy: 

 

Solar for All – On April 21, the application from Nebraska’s Center for Rural Affairs to the Environmental 

Protection Agency’s Solar For All program was awarded $62 million. 

According to the news release from the EPA: “Nebraska Solar For All will be the first program to ensure low- 

income and disadvantaged households in the state have equitable access to solar power. The program will serve 

the entire state, resulting in immediate greenhouse gas reductions, immediate savings for low-income 

households, opportunities for ownership, and will lead to long-term market transformation of residential serving 

solar. Nebraska SFA will support rooftop and multifamily solar with a focus on low-income households. It will 

also include a Tribal set aside to be deployed in collaboration with Nebraska Tribes.” 

 

The Center for Rural Affairs will work with the EPA on its plan, to be completed by the end of September. 

During the first year, they will write the rules, details, etc. In years two through five, they will award loans to 

medium to low income single, multifamily dwellings and communities. A person is eligible if they are 80% of 

the medium income for their county. 

 

In September 2023, the LWVNE’s Natural Resources and Energy Action Team received information that the 

Center for Rural Affairs wanted letters of support for a Solar For All application. Megan Lyons and I, who were 

co-directors of the action team at the time, worked with the LWVNE board of directors to obtain permission to 

join in this coalition. More information is available at these links to the EPA program and news release. 

 

Earth Month – Consider signing this letter 

sponsored by Greenpeace to ask the Biden 

Administration to sign a Global Plastics Treaty. 

 

April 27 Park Cleanup in Syracuse – The 

Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Society is 

seeking volunteers to clean up parks in Syracuse 

beginning at 10 a.m. on Saturday, April 27. 

Volunteers will meet at the Willams Park picnic 

shelters. 

 

The cleanup will begin at Willams Park and then 

move to the riparian area on the east side of the 

Syracuse Sports Complex. 

 

Contacts for the cleanup are Samantha Ziph, 402- 

267-2025; Turner Moore, 402-269-2361; and 

Sonni Graves, 402-269-2173. 

https://www.epa.gov/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund/solar-all
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-announces-7-billion-solar-all-grants-deliver-residential
https://engage.us.greenpeace.org/LqU29HfYxEmqVX_7_MOwVQ2
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Update from the Natural Resource Districts – The Lower Platte South Natural Resources District Board of 

Directors held their monthly board meeting April 17, 2024, to discuss and consider a number of items including 

reports from various subcommittees. 

 

During the Recreation, Forestry and Wildlife Subcommittee report, the board approved the acquisition of a 

conservation easement from the National Audubon Society at the Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center. As a 

result, this acquisition will provide a conservation easement that secures protection for the native property and 

paves the way for a trail as part of the Prairie Corridor project. 

 

The nearly 160-acre property is in natural, scenic, open and undeveloped condition that provides unique 

recreational and educational resources and contains valuable wildlife habitat, including virgin tallgrass prairie, 

woodlands and a riparian stream corridor. This protected property is of particular importance for migratory 

birds and other wildlife that are reliant on the diminishing grassland and prairie habitat which the Lower Platte 

South Natural Resources District is dedicated to protecting. 

 

In addition to the conservation easement, the agreement included a trail easement allowing a 10-foot multi-use 

recreational trail to be constructed as a part of the prairie corridor project for the purpose of providing public 

access and a future continuous trail connection from the Pioneers Park Nature Center to the Audubon’s Spring 

Creek Prairie Audubon Center. 

 

 

League members participate in Husker Vote Coalition event 

Members of the League of Women Voters were invited to participate in a “Night of Listening” sponsored by the 

Husker Vote Coalition at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on March 25. 

 

Dianne Bystrom, director of communications for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska, and Rachel 

Gibson, action vice president for the LWVNE, shared a presentation on “Votes for Women: A History.” 

 

Bystrom, who lives in Plattsmouth, spoke about 

the history of the women’s suffrage movement, 

both nationally and in Nebraska. 

 

Gibson, who lives in Omaha, discussed women 

in civic life today – including women who vote, 

women who legislate, women who advocate 

and why women matter. 

 

Shelley Stall and Jane Witte, members of the 

LWV of Lincoln/Lancaster County, provided 

informational materials about the League and 

Nebraska’s new voter ID requirements as well 

as voter registration forms at the event. Witte 

serves as co-chair of voter services for the 

LWVLL. 
Pictured clockwise from top left at the Husker Vote 

Coalition’s “Night of Listening” on March 25 are Rachel 

Gibson, Dianne Bystrom, Jane Witte and Shelley Stall. 
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Voter services focuses on voter ID education, engaging college students 
By Carolyn Thiele, director of voter services 

 

In 2023-2024, voter services focused on ongoing communication with GOTV teams statewide and at-large 

members of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska from around the state via email updates regarding the 

following: 

 

Voter ID education: 

• Worked with members of the Nebraska Voter 

Rights Coalition, with review and approval by the 

Secretary of State Office, to develop a rack card 

that can be used at voter registrations and other 

community events. The Nebraska Civic 

Engagement Table funded the graphic designer 

and printing. It’s available in English, Spanish, 

Arabic and Vietnamese with Karen in process. 

• Civic Nebraska’s Voter Help Hotline will be used 

to aid those who need assistance with a reasonable 

impediment exemption or barriers to obtaining a 

state voter ID. VoteRiders (see below) will be 

used as a resource to address barriers. 

• Partnering with VoteRiders for voter ID education: 

✓ The mission of this national nonprofit, nonpartisan organization is to ensure that all citizens are 

able to exercise their right to vote with a special focus on voter ID laws. 

✓ They have case managers, funding to remove barriers and legal assistance. Their services may be 

needed by some voters to obtain birth certificates from other states, obtain other documents 

needed (e.g., name change) and obtain transportation to the facility issuing a state ID. 

✓ The LWVNE has obtained wallet size cards provided by VoteRiders. They are available at the 

LWV of Greater Omaha office. 

 

Engaging College Students 

• Collaborated with the Nebraska Voter Rights Coalition and took the lead in reaching out through a letter 

to the 38 colleges/universities in Nebraska to remind them of the requirement to offer voter registration 

to their students if they receive federal financial aid for students. Through this process we: 

✓ Developed a list of colleges/universities and contacts at each. 

✓ Joined Students Learn Students Vote, a national nonprofit, nonpartisan organization whose 

mission is to build student-led initiatives on college campuses. 

o Learned through SLSV that college/university work study funds can be used for 
civic/community engagement projects. League GOTV teams statewide were advised of 
this and encouraged to tap into this resource for voter registrations and GOTV activities 
in their communities. 

 

Calendar to Encourage Voting 

• Created and distributed a calendar for the year of civic holidays that can be opportunities for voter 

registration, candidate forums and social media outreach to encourage voting. This calendar includes 

deadlines for voter registration and early voting by mail. 
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Action team advocates for disability and behavioral health issues 
By Angela Gleason and Aimée Folker, co-directors of disability and behavioral health 

 

We thank all members of the Disability and Behavioral Health Action Team – Beth Furlong, Caroline Sedlacek, 

Mary Kelly, Patsy Burnett, Brittany Herrington, Patty Bohart and Sheena Helgenberger – for their input and 

assistance in furthering our mission. The 2024 legislative session moved quickly and our members pulled 

together and worked collaboratively to provide online comment or in-person testimony on legislation. 

 

The four bills our team was tracking all remained in committee at the end of the 2024 session. 

 

• Neutral LB931 (Frederickson): This bill would divert unspent funds for building mental health capacity 

(beds) in rural areas and would redirect them to the Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska. 

Our team urged the Legislature to utilize these funds as they were intended and provide much-needed 

relief in capacity for mental health in rural Nebraska. A letter was submitted via the Legislature’s online 

comment portal for this bill. LB931 had a hearing in the Appropriations Committee on Feb. 20 and 

remains in committee. 

• Support LB943 (Dorn): This bill would increase funding for the six behavioral health regions of 

Nebraska to help move patients out of emergency rooms and into crisis stabilization programs. Patients 

who seek care for mental health issues in emergency departments tend to take longer to care for and are 

more costly for the health care system to support. Funding allowing these patients to be treated in 

facilities equipped to care for them would better support the patients who are in crisis as well as the 

health care facilities. Mary Kelly testified at the legislative committee hearing in support of this bill on 

Feb. 12. LB943 was not voted out of committee and remains in the Appropriations Committee. 

• Support LB944 (Dorn): This bill would more specifically direct funds in the Medicaid Managed Care 

Excess Profit Fund to address behavioral health needs of Nebraskans by increasing service provider 

rates. Nebraska is in a mental health crisis as evidenced by the fact that 88 of Nebraska's 93 counties are 

considered to have a shortage of behavioral health professionals. Rate increases are essential to retaining 

and recruiting workers to these positions and areas. Kelly testified at the legislative committee hearing in 

support of this bill on Feb. 12. LB944 remains in Appropriations Committee. 

• Support LB907 (Riepe): This bill would require Medicaid coverage for chronic weight management/ 

obesity with behavioral therapy and medication. Medication for behavioral health often has the 

unintended consequence of weight gain, and we are in favor of Medicaid coverage for treatments to 

ameliorate that side effect. We were grateful to collaborate with Dr. Amber Brown Keebler, director of 

health policy for the LWVNE, and members of her action team to submit comments through the online 

portal in support of this bill. LB907 had a hearing on Feb. 15 in the Health and Human Services 

Committee and remains in that committee. 

 

In addition to its legislative advocacy, our action team changed its name from Mental and Behavioral Health to 

Disability and Behavioral Health in January 2024. Our rationale for the name change is that mental health is 

part of behavioral health. Also this change will allow the team to address the intersecting factors of behavioral 

health and intellectual and developmental disability. Before seeking LWVNE board approval, we convened an 

action team and all members present voted in favor of this change. Team leaders then met with the LWVNE 

board, which approved the name change at its Jan. 27, 2024, meeting. 

We intend to further these efforts in 2024-2025 by working to change our name and description in the LWVNE 

Program to further our advocacy goals and make our program and description as well as action team name 

coherent and consistent across League materials. 
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Bills opposed by Education Policy Action Team remain in committee 
By Taylor Sterba and Renee Garcia, co-directors of education policy 

 

At the end of the 2024 legislative session, the four bills of primary interest to the Education Policy Action Team 

remained in committee. Our action team opposed all four bills. 

 

As a team, we identified three areas of focus for the year: (1) Information gathering and connecting to the 

Nebraska Legislature’s Education Committee; (2) Legislative advocacy during the 108th second (short) session 

and (3) Support of community education initiatives including the Support Our Schools ballot initiative to repeal 

LB573. 

 

This table summarizes the team’s legislative activities in 2024: 

 

Bill Bill Title 
League 

Stance 
League Action Current Status 

 

LB939 (Erdman) 
Adopt the My Student, My 

Choice Act 

 

Oppose 

Rachel Gibson read 

letter at committee 

hearing 

 

In committee 

 

LB1330 (Murman) 

Prohibit public educational 

institutions from taking 

certain actions relating to 

diversity, equity and 

inclusion 

 

Oppose 

Submitted letter 

through online 

portal; MaryLee 

Moulton attended 

hearing 

 

In committee 

 

 

 

LB1386 (Hansen) 

Establish an educational 

savings account for each 

student enrolled in an 

approved or accredited 

private, denominational or 

parochial school for 

qualified educational 
expenses as prescribed 

 

 

 

Oppose 

 

 

Submitted 

comments through 

online portal 

 

 

 

In committee 

LR278CA 

(Murman) 

Constitutional amendment 

to change the membership 

of the State Board of 

Education 

Oppose 
Rachel Gibson read 

letter at committee 

hearing 

 

In committee 

 

 

Health Policy Action Team reports actions on priority bills 
By Dr. Amber Brown Keebler, director of health policy 

 

In my first year as director, I officiated as chair for the Health Policy Action Team regularly to prioritize bills of 

interest for the 2024 Nebraska Legislative session. Members of the team are Judy Sandeen, Jan Sinram and 

Sarah Starkey. 

 

Letters stating the LWVNE’s position were submitted for the following bills, which were all heard by the 

Legislature’s Health and Human Services Committee: 
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Bill Introducer Committee Description 

LB857 Dungan HHS Nebraska Prenatal Plus 

LB1111 Clements HHS DHHS Oversight of Local Health Departments 

LB907 Riepe HHS Medicaid Expansion for Obesity Treatment Coverage 

 

We supported Senator George Dungan’s LB857 regarding expansion of coverage for Nebraska Prenatal Plus as 

it would expand access to equitable prenatal health care services. It was passed by the Legislature on March 28 

and approved by the governor on April 2. 

 

We testified in opposition to Senator Robert Clements’ LB1111 for Department of Health and Human Services 

oversight of local health departments as it would clearly limit the abilities of local health departments to act 

expeditiously in the event of health emergencies and would delay necessary preventive steps, leading to 

negative health outcomes for citizens. The bill remained in committee at the end of the 2024 session. 

 

In collaboration with the Disability and Behavioral Health Action Team, we supported Senator Merv Riepe’s 

LB907 for Medicaid expansion for obesity treatment coverage as it would address our state crisis of obesity that 

disproportionately affects the underserved and is further exacerbated by inequitable access to treatment 

secondary to cost. The bill remained in committee at the end of the 2024 session. 

 

 

DEI Committee changes name, expands work to include justice systems, accessibility 

A framed quote from Aboriginal activist Lilla Watson hangs above Aimée Folker’s desk. It reads, “If you have 

come to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound up with 

mine, then let us work together.” 

 

As co-chair of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska’s recently renamed Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, 

Justice Systems and Accessibility (DEIJA) Committee, Folker explains why she believes this quote is so 

important to its work: “While Watson is usually credited with this quote, she claims the quote isn’t hers, but 

rather the combined voice of the advocacy collective she was working with. I think that is just the kind of space 

that our committee is trying to foster within the League.” 

 

Committee co-chair Linda Duckworth agrees and explains that the committee wants to foster the balance 

between encouraging individual members to examine and expand their view of inequitable systems with the 

League’s work to attack systemic inequalities. 

 

“This is not your traditional corporate diversity, equity 

and inclusion work” Folker said. “This is deep social 

justice work we are doing.” 

 

Folker provided the LWVNE board with a training in 

“Othering and Belonging” at its December 2023 board 

meeting – identifying “othering” as “a set of 

processes, structures and dynamics that denies full 

humanity and belonging across any of the full range of 

human differences. Othering and marginality can 

occur on a group basis or at the individual level.” 



27  

Over the past year, the committee began to meet monthly and with the guidance of Toni Monette – a member of 

the national League board and co-chair of its DEI Committee joining them – proposed expanding its work to 

include accessibility and justice systems. With the approval of the LWVNE board at its April 6 meeting, the 

DEI Committee was renamed the DEIJA Committee. 

 

The committee has plans for leadership training in the upcoming months with committee member Krystal Fox. 

It will once again partner with the LWV of Greater Omaha’s Books After Dark club in November to read and 

discuss a to-be-named book. Stay tuned for more information on these and more upcoming events from the 

DEIJA Committee as well as announcements about expanding and redefining policy. If you are interested in 

joining the DEIJA Committee or have suggestions or comments, please reach out to Duckworth at 

lindabduckworth@gmail.com or Folker at afolker@lwvnebraska.org. 

 
Advocacy, events highlight LWVGO’s work since September 2023 

By Jan M. McKenzie, acting president of the LWV of Greater Omaha 

 

In early April, co-presidents Cat Henning and Sarah Smolen each independently resigned from their positions 

with League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha. We are deeply grateful for their leadership and service to 

LWVGO. They will each continue to be engaged with League activities in other capacities. 

 

The LWVGO has been busy since the start of our fiscal year in September 2023. We welcomed new board 

members in August. We are grateful for our director of operations, Candide Santiago, and strong volunteer base 

that keep the day-to-day functioning of LWVGO running smoothly. 

 

Here are a few highlights from the past seven months: 

 

Get Out the Vote 

The voter services team and volunteer leaders have been 

inspiring young people at Omaha Public School high 

schools since February 2024. Our voting presentation and 

curriculum teach students about why voting is so 

important and how to vote. We have registered more than 

700 students to vote through this programming at seven 

high schools. The GOTV team also has been active in 

registering new citizens at naturalization ceremonies. The 

voter services directors are working on a plan to phone 

bank the new citizens who registered to vote and talk to 

them about their voting plans. 

 

Go Vote, Omaha! 

The Go Vote, Omaha! television program has hosted 

seven shows since September. These shows have covered 

the ballot initiative on paid sick leave, a discussion about active transportation with Bike Walk Nebraska, 

gender-affirming care information with Dr. Alex Dworak, public engagement with the Legislature with the 

Coalition for a Strong Nebraska, 2024 Nebraska voter requirements with Civic Nebraska, and a presentation 

about Voters’ Guide data with a University of Nebraska-Omaha student and professor. Go Vote, Omaha! has 

completed four candidate forums representing legislative districts 7, 11, 13 and 31 and district 2 of the 

Metropolitan Utilities District. 

mailto:lindabduckworth@gmail.com
mailto:afolker@lwvnebraska.org
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Advocacy 

In November 2023, LWVGO joined the Protect Our Rights coalition to protect the right to abortion in 

Nebraska. In late April, we will host an event for members to learn more about the ballot initiative and get 

involved. LWVGO is also co-chairing the Nebraska Reproductive Justice coalition in partnership with I Be 

Black Girl. LWVGO board members also have been active in creating the Voters’ Guide for the primary and 

general elections. 

 

Events and Programs 

Here are a few membership events LWVGO has hosted since September 2023: 

• Books After Dark Social featuring Undaunted: How Women Changed American Journalism with Dr. 

Dianne Bystrom, director of communications for the LWVNE. 

• Great Plains Black History Museum Tour. 

• Undesigning the Redline Exhibit Tour at UNO with Dr. Terri Crawford, Toni Monette and Eric Ewing. 

• Screening of “Women Who Ran” at the Benson Theater. 

• Books After Dark – This book club discusses a fun variety of topics and is led by Aimée Folker. The 

group just read Nudge by Richard H. Thaler and Cass Sunstein. 

• Great Decisions Book Club recently completed their eight-week online discussion group based on 

readings from the nonpartisan Foreign Policy Association. 

In other news, LWVGO is hiring a voter engagement associate to assist with GOTV efforts and programming 

through the 2024 election season. Stay up to date on LWVGO events and volunteer opportunities with our 

monthly newsletter, which can be viewed on our website at lwvgo.org. 

 

 

LWV of Lincoln/Lancaster County grows in membership, visibility 
By Cynthia S. Peterson, president of the LWV of Lincoln/Lancaster County 

 

The 12 months since March 31, 2023, have been a busy and satisfying for the League of Women Voters of 

Lincoln/Lancaster County with regrets about what we were unable to do or get to …yet. 

 

I pushed for more visibility for the League in our community, and sometimes questioned whether it was too 

much, especially when a couple board members resigned. But for the most part it’s all been good. There’s much 

more LWVLL should and could do, but more members need to step up and be counted; right now, the same 

members tend to raise their hands. 

 

The LWVLL voter services team continues to amaze. Their willingness to engage wherever and whenever they 

can, especially with underserved communities is commendable. LWVLL has been asked to partner on the city’s 

current efforts to become a Certified Welcoming City. We’ll be charged with providing voter education for new 

Americans. 

 

We also had a voter ID presentation in October for League and community members. Over the past 12 months, 

the voter services team registered approximately 360 voters and has participated in 40 events. 

 

Adding the position of vice president-action to our board was a smart move on our part. The officers and 

directors have provided me as the new president, who had limited League experience, a tremendous amount of 

support and encouragement. We are a great team. 
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The LWVLL was at the forefront of petition signature-gathering efforts in the surrounding area to get the repeal 

of LB753 on the ballot this November. I spoke on behalf of the state League at the press conference after 

petitions were delivered to the Secretary of State’s office on Aug. 30, 2023. 

 

Now we are in the mid-stage of petition signature gathering by July 3 for the Protect Our Rights ballot initiative 

to protect abortion rights in Nebraska through an amendment to the state constitution. 

 

And we remain involved in Lincoln housing issues, although some measures are currently languishing with the 

City Council. We’ve made connections and developed strong working relationships with several local 

community organizations. 

 

LWVLL also had a presence at the Lincoln Women’s March on March 16, 2024. Our League has been vocal in 

stating our positions in the form of letters to the editor on at least four occasions during the last 12 months. 

Many of our members also have spoken out individually. 

 

A big project currently underway is merging our dual identity organization (501(c)4 League and 501(c)3 

Education Fund into the 501(c)3 that will then have a new legal identity. We were able to spark enough interest 

with one of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Law clinic directors to get assistance from two 

certified senior law students, while also giving the students an opportunity for new experiences in the nonprofit 

world. This arrangement will save LWVLL a lot of legal fees, though we will have to pay filing fees, etc. 

 

For the first time in several years, LWVLL had a local policy review and planning meeting. The enthusiasm and 

energy that was generated by those participating in the activity was palpable and exciting. Follow-up work is 

underway. 

 

We have actively recruited a few new members via personal outreach. There’s no doubt that the Lunch and 

Learn series is a great public relations and recruiting tool, too, as our membership continues to increase because 

of that programming. The trick now is creating and encouraging member engagement. Moreover, our 

Membership Committee is doing a great job and its chair says our current tally of 129 members is the highest 

since she’s been active on the committee. 
 

 

Members of the LWV of Lincoln/Lancaster County who attended its annual membership meeting on April 20 

gathered for a group photo. 
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Speaking of Lunch and Learn, the quality and subject matter of the presentations this year has been outstanding. 

Community and membership participation in the programs – which are available virtually via Zoom – continues 

to grow, and we have many loyal followers. The Lunch and Learn team is currently surveying participants and 

we are eager for the results. Presentation topics since October 2023 are: 

● Understanding What’s Behing Book Challenges and Bans; 

● Priority Bills in the Legislature; 

● Recent Changes to Voter Registration; 

● Regenerative Agriculture; 

● Solving the Climate Challenge; 

● Lincoln-Lancaster County 2050 Comprehensive Plan; and 

● Growing Lincoln's Workforce. 

Communications has been a priority this year, too. The president handles direct communications with the 

members. Our newsletter is again published monthly and now has a new editor. Having the right web manager 

come on board has been invaluable. Our social media chair is doing a great job and expanding her repertoire 

into LinkedIn and Instagram. 

 

LWVLL had a formal year-end fundraising activity in December 2023. It was successful, especially for a first- 

time effort, and we’ll plan another one for 2024. We also will be more intentional about our efforts surrounding 

Give to Lincoln in May. 

 

We are proud of LVWLL and excited to see what comes next and what more we can do together. 

 

 

Seward County LWV sponsors candidate forum, programs 
By Lori Shriner, president of the LWV of Seward County 

 

As of April 2024, the League of Women Voters of Seward County has 10 dues-paying members. Expanding our 

membership remains a priority. We continue to seek ways to make our work more visible and impactful in the 

community. 

 

On April 9, the LWV of Seward County sponsored a forum to hear from the 

candidates running in districts 2 and 4 for the county commission. 

 

In 2023, the LWV of Seward County offered programs that provided 

information for voters prior to a special mail-in election as well as three 

programs on women in leadership: 

• Public Information Session on Seward Special Election on LB840, 

Nov. 14 – This program featured a speaker from the city of Seward 

and a representative of the Seward County Chamber and 

Development Partnership prior to the special mail-in election on the renewal of LB840 with ballots due 

on Dec. 12. The vote on LB840, the Local Option Municipal Economic Development Act, passed with 

1,370 votes in favor and 304 against. The act allows the City of Seward to set aside $150,000 per year 

for the next 10 years toward economic development projects. 

• Women in Leadership, Nov. 5 – This program featured a panel discussion about the community 

commitment of women who have served in local government from a few years to several decades, 

including Seward County Clerk Sherry Schweitzer, Seward County Commissioner Misty Ahmic, 

Seward County Assessor Marilyn Hladky and Seward City Councilmember Jessica Kolterman. 
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• Women in Leadership, Oct. 4 – Recent Concordia University graduate Victoria Perry gave a 

presentation based on research she conducted for the League about women who had active roles in 

government and civic activity in Seward County since its founding. 

• Women in Leadership, Sept. 24 – This program featured District 47 state Senator Danielle Conrad and 

District 24 state Senator Jana Hughes, both graduates of Seward High School, speaking about their 

involvement in politics and the Legislature. 

In addition to these programs, the LWV of Seward County – led by its secretary, Marilyn Bechtel – worked 

with County Clerk Schweitzer to determine ways we can assist with voter registration and education, especially 

for those living in assisted living in the county as the May 14 primary election approaches. 

 

The Seward County LWV also has volunteered to participate in the Students Learn Students Vote program at 

Concordia University and possibly at Southeast Community College in Milford. 

 

Annually, the Seward County LWV supports a $250 scholarship with the Seward Community Scholars Program 

with a preference for a recipient expressing interest in politics or political science. The League also presents a 

children’s or young adult book related to voting or democracy to the Seward Public Library in memory of past 

member and local community activist Dorris Marxhausen. 

 

 

Hastings LWV offers a variety of programs in 2023-2024 
By Linda Rea, 2022-2024 president of the LWV of Hastings 

 

Following our goal to study services and issues, the League of Women Voters of Hastings offered a wide 

variety of informative programs that were well attended by our members and the public, either in person or via 

Zoom, in 2023-2024. As we begin our 2024-2025 year, we welcome our newly elected president, Ginny 

Skutnik. 

 

In April 2024, the Hastings LWV co- 

sponsored four candidate forums with 

the YWCA of Adams County, Hastings 

Public Access Channel and Hastings 

Area Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Forums featured candidates for Hastings 

mayor on April 2; candidates for the 

District 33 seat in the Nebraska 

Legislature on April 12; and candidates 

for the Hastings City Council on April 

16. 

 

Candidates for the Adams County 

Board of Commissioners will be 

featured Friday, April 26, in a forum 

from noon to 1 p.m. at the YWCA. 

Hastings mayoral candidates participated in a forum April 2 at 

the Hastings Public Library. From left are candidates Jay 

Beckby, Jacque Cranson, Shawn Hartmann, Bill Hitesman and 

Rodney Holling. Photo by Amy Roh, Hastings Tribune. 
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In March 2024, we heard from Hastings Fire Chief Brad Starling about the ambulance service in Adams 

County. In February, Ramona Thomas, the Adams County Election Commissioner, brought us up to date on the 

new voter ID requirements and important primary dates. Also in February, Savana Kascak from ESU 9 detailed 

the uses of AI in education and our personal lives. 

 

In January 2024, Hastings LWV members reviewed and discussed legislative bills and actions recommended by 

the League of Women Voters of Nebraska. In December 2023, state Senator Carol Blood presented an in-depth 

report on the AltEn plant in Mead, NE. In November, the local school superintendents discussed the changes to 

school finance and the effect on area schools by recent legislation. 

 

In October 2023, Eric Kamler provided valuable information about the important services of the Nebraska 

Public Service Commission. He was elected to represent District 4 on the commission in November 2022 

for a six-year term. In September, Shawn Metcalf, the Hastings city administrator, updated the audience about 

city development plans and programs. 

 

Also in September, Jill Gregg, director of The Bridge, and a resident provided the personal side of recovery 

from substance abuse. This program followed our summer field trip to The Bridge, a local recovery program for 

substance abuse women and their families. 

 

Our May 2023 program focused on the refugee resettlement and immigration process presented by Lutheran 

Family Services of Lincoln. In April 2023, we heard from LeAnn Jochum, deputy director of the South Central 

Economic Development District, a 13-county area that includes Adams County. She discussed the importance 

of housing, childcare and broadband technology in developing a workforce in rural areas. Also in April, we 

heard from MaryLee Moulton, then co-president of the LWVNE, about “Government 101.” 

 

We are fortunate to receive excellent coverage about our activities in the Hastings Tribune and also the Hastings 

Public Access Channel, which records our programs for viewing on its YouTube channel. 
 

 

In the News  

LWV members publish letters to the editor on legislation, VOTE411 

“In the News” is a round-up of published letters to the editor and op-eds written by members of the state and 

local Leagues of Women Voters of Nebraska on topics that align with League positions in a variety of policy 

areas. League members whose letters to the editor or op-eds are published by the news media are invited to 

send them as a Word document to communications@lwvnebraska.org for publication in the quarterly Nebraska 

Voter. 

 

In February, a letter written by Claudia Stevenson, then director of natural resources and energy for the 

LWVNE, supporting LB1368, the Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act, was published in the North Platte 

Telegraph, Norfolk Daily News, Kearney Daily Hub and Lincoln Journal Star. In March, letters were published 

in the Lincoln Journal Star by Jean McGuire supporting LB20, which provides for restoration of voting rights 

upon completion of a felony sentence or probation for a felony, and in the Omaha World Herald by Jeanne 

Miller, announcing the LWVNE’s online voters’ guide, VOTE411, on March 31. In April, the Lincoln Journal 

Star published a letter by Rachel Gibson, action vice president of the LWVNE, opposing LB1402. 

 

These letters to the editor are included below. 

mailto:communications@lwvnebraska.org
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Letter to the Editor: 

Support Ibach’s nitrogen reduction bill 

By Claudia Stevenson, Ogallala 

Director of Natural Resources and Energy 

League of Women Voters of Nebraska 

North Platte Telegraph, Feb. 9, 2024 

Access to clean drinking water is a problem in Nebraska. 

Many of our small and rural communities have drinking 

water contaminated with nitrates. Nebraska ranks eighth in 

the nation for pediatric cancer. Researchers have linked 

nitrates in drinking water as a possible cause of cancer. 

 

I support LB1368, the Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act – 

introduced by District 44 Sen. Teresa Ibach – because too 

much fertilizer is applied and not used by the intended crop 

or golf green. Any fertilizer not used by the crop will leach 

through the soil profile and enter the groundwater. 

 

As a conservationist for the Natural Resources 

Conservation Service for 34 years, I worked with farmers 

to create nutrient management plans. Through the Farm 

Bill, NRCS was able to offer incentives for farmers to 

monitor and ultimately reduce their nitrogen inputs. The 

farmer spent less on nitrogen fertilizer over a five-year 

period and maintained production levels. 

 

Reducing nitrogen inputs was a win-win for farmers and 

the environment. Farmers benefited from reduced 

production costs and increased water retention capability. 

For the environment, less nitrates in drinking water means 

healthier children and communities. 

 

The bill proposes a biennial review of fertilizer rates. I 

strongly believe it should be an annual review of the soil 

tests and crop rotation. Golf courses also should be 

included in the program to review their fertilizer inputs. 

 

The Legislature's hearing for LB1368 is Feb. 13. Support is 

needed now. 

 

(Editor’s note: This letter also was published in the Norfolk 
Daily News, Kearney Daily Hub and Lincoln Journal Star. 

 

LB1368 was passed by the Legislature on April 11 and 

signed into law by the governor on April 16, 2024.) 

https://nptelegraph.com/opinion/letters/letter-to-the-editor-support-ibachs-nitrogen-reduction-bill/article_33d89910-c792-11ee-8dfc-3f1ebc38e158.html
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Letter: Restore voting rights faster 

By Jean McGuire, Lincoln 

Vice President of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln/Lancaster County 

Lincoln Journal Star, March 11, 2024 

 

The League of Women Voters has been a staunch and vocal advocate for voting rights since its inception more 

than 100 years ago. The League of Women Voters of Lincoln/Lancaster County strongly supports passage of 

LB20 to eliminate the two-year waiting period before voting rights are restored to former felons. 

 

The former felons have completed the entirety of their sentences, including probation/parole and/or fines. They 

have served their time. They are entitled to their full rights as citizens of our state including the right to vote. 

There's nothing magical about the two-year waiting period. It was a compromise in 2005 for the legislation to 

move forward at that time. 

 

LB20 eliminates that two-year waiting period, contributing to quicker integration back into society, assuming 

the former felons meet other general voting-related requirements including age and citizenship. Once they are 

former felons, these individuals are expected to be employed, pay taxes, contribute to their communities, etc. 

They should not have to wait two years to have a voice in our representative government. 

 

Additionally, convicted felons in Nebraska are disproportionally from communities of color and/or low 

incomes. Those communities are again negatively impacted when these individuals are precluded from their 

civic duty for two additional years. 

 

We commend Senator Justin Wayne for introducing LB20 last session and Senator Jane Raybould for 

designating LB20 as her priority bill this session. We urge their colleagues to pass this legislation into law. It's 

the right thing to do in a just democracy. 

 

(Editor’s note: LB20 was passed by the Legislature on April 11 and became law without the governor’s 

signature on April 17, 2024.) 

 

Letter: Let people vote on private school funding 

By Rachel Gibson, Omaha 

Action Vice President 

League of Women Voters of Nebraska 

Lincoln Journal Star, April 9, 2024 

 

LB1402 has many problems: It violates the Nebraska Constitution, allocates money the Appropriations 

Committee says we don't have and enables public tax dollars to be directed to organizations that can 

discriminate. 

 

But one of the bill's amendments – which states that funds "are for a fundamental public purpose of state 

government and constitute an ordinary expense of government" – is perhaps the most alarming. Why include 

this language? To ensure it cannot be challenged by a ballot initiative. 

 

Ballot initiatives are an important part of our democratic process. They span the political spectrum. Since 1914, 

Nebraskans have voted on 69 ballot initiatives. Some passed, including voter ID, legislative term limits and the 

minimum wage. More failed, including the first to grant women voting rights in 1914. 
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Nebraska is among 24 states that have ballot initiative processes. This process is even more important as we 

have a small number of state senators – 49 – legislating for almost 2 million Nebraskans. Our unique unicameral 

only works if Nebraskans can make their voices heard when they disagree with a policy that fewer than 49 

senators instituted. 

 

The Legislature exempting itself from the will of the people is a blatant, inappropriate power grab. The League 

of Women Voters of Nebraska has long opposed the use of public funds for private education. Adding this 

amendment raises our concerns from solely education policy to concerns regarding respect for and 

representation of the people of Nebraska. Simply, let the people vote. 

 

(Editor’s note: LB1402 was passed by the Legislature and signed into law by the governor on April 24, 2024.) 

 

 

LWVNE communicates through website, social media, MailChimp, newsletter 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

 

Communication efforts of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska include maintaining an up-to-date website; 

posts on social media platforms; regular emails to members via MailChimp; news releases and letters to the 

editor sent to media outlets; and the publication the LWVNE’s quarterly newsletter, the Nebraska Voter. 

 

The LWVNE website, https://lwvnebraska.org/, provides news posts on its homepage and drop-down menus for 

About the LWVNE, including leadership and staff; mission and vision; Diversity, Equity and Inclusion; history; 

and the General Policy, Program and Bylaws; Legislative Advocacy, including the 33 letters sent to Nebraska 

state senators in the 108th legislative (short) session; Voting, including information on the state’s new voter ID 

requirements, in English and Spanish; Get Involved, with information on our six action teams and links to PDFs 

of the Nebraska Voter newsletter; and Local Leagues, with information on Greater Omaha, Hastings, 

Lincoln/Lancaster County and Seward County. 

 

The LWVNE also has a presence on social media. Our followers on Facebook increased from 907 in March 

2023 to 1,066 in March 2024; from 2,212 to 2,467 on X (formerly known as Twitter); and from 389 to 465 on 

Instagram. The LWVNE has 119 followers on Threads, a new platform launched by Meta in July 2023. 

 

The LWVNE communicates regularly with the 361 subscribers in its MailChimp audience. From April 2023 

through Aprill 2024, 41 emails were sent via MailChimp. Open rates ranged from 55.3% to 69.9% with all 41 

emails opened by more than 50% of LWVNE members in our audience and 27 (68%) opened by more than 

60%. Topics included calls for advocacy on legislation and petition drives; LWVNE events including 

Legislative Day and the annual meeting; Greater Omaha’s Books After Dark program; Lincoln/Lancaster 

County’s Lunch & Learn programs; and the launch of VOTE411 prior to the May 14 Nebraska primary. In 

addition, links to PDFs of the Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall issues of the LWVNE’s quarterly newsletter, the 

Nebraska Voter, are published via MailChimp with a summary of the content for each issue. 

 

In 2023-2024, letters to the editor sent by LWVNE communications were published in six daily newspapers 

about the League joining Support Our Schools; in four newspapers about its support of the Nitrogen Reduction 

Incentive Act; in the Omaha World Herald about the launch of VOTE411; and in the Lincoln Journal Star on its 

opposition to LB1402, which provides public funds for scholarships to private schools. News releases were sent 

on May 5, 2023, on the election of MaryLee Moulton and Janelle Stevenson as the 2023-2025 co-presidents, 

which prompted articles in the Lincoln Journal Star and Keith County News, and on April 25-26 to all daily 

newspapers in the state as well as the Omaha Star and Omaha Daily Record on the launch of VOTE411. 

https://lwvnebraska.org/
https://lwvnebraska.org/

