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In Memoriam: League mourns loss of Dr. Deborah Turner 
 

With profound sadness, the League of Women Voters of Nebraska mourns the loss of Dr. Deborah Ann Turner 

– the League’s national president since 2020 and a member of the LWV of Greater Omaha from 2016 to 2022 – 

who died Jan. 28 from complications from a pulmonary embolism.  

 

A fearless advocate for voting rights and women’s rights, Turner devoted her life’s work to influencing 

meaningful changes in the lives of voters across the nation. As the 20th president of the 104-year-old voting 

rights organization, Turner played a pivotal role in fighting for a more fair and representative Union while 

uplifting racial equity in the League’s mission work. 

 

To celebrate Turner’s life, a 

visitation will be held on 

Saturday, Feb. 3, in the 

Campanile Room at Iowa State 

University’s Memorial Union, 

2229 Lincoln Way, Ames, IA., 

from 4-8 p.m. with family 

present from 6-8 p.m. The 

funeral service will be Sunday, 

Feb. 4, in the Great Hall of 

ISU’s Memorial Union with 

doors opening at 10 a.m. and the 

program beginning at 11 a.m.  

"Dr. Turner was such a vibrant personality,” said MaryLee Moulton, co-president of the LWVNE. “I attended a 

rally for reproductive rights in Omaha where she was the primary speaker, and her infectious energy lifted the 

crowd. Every month she led our national leadership call, and she was always positive, even when the news was 

not so positive,” she said.  

 

“I had immense respect for Dr. Turner and held her up as a role model for how to represent the League,” 

Moulton added. “I will miss her smile and her enthusiasm. It is a huge loss for all of us, but she would want us 

to continue on with the League’s mission of ‘Empowering Voters and Defending Democracy’.” 

 

https://lwvnebraska.org/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/obituaries/piow0707800
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Turner first joined the LWV of Metro Des Moines, Iowa, in 2010 and became its president in 2011. She also 

served on the LWV of Iowa board as the state vice president from 2011 to 2015, becoming co-president in 

2015. Turner was elected to the League’s national board of directors in 2016, served on its finance and 

governance committees and chaired its Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.  

 

In 2016, Turner became a member of the LWV of Greater Omaha when she moved to Omaha to serve as 

associate medical director for Planned Parenthood North Central States. While a member of LWVGO, she was 

elected national president of the LWVUS in 2020 and re-elected in 2022. Turner moved back to Des Moines in 

2022 after retiring from her position with Planned Parenthood.  

 

"Many of our members had the privilege of working with and getting to know Dr. Turner over the years,” said 

Janelle Stevenson, co-president of the . “Not only was she their colleague, but she was also their friend. We 

acknowledge and extend our hearts to those Nebraska League members who have been personally impacted by 

this loss."  

 

Linda Duckworth and Dianne Bystrom are two LWVNE members who have known Turner for many years and 

became her good friends. Both attended her wedding to David Connolly in August 2022 at the Iowa State 

Alumni Center in Ames. 

 

“I am deeply saddened to know that we are all to be deprived of the excellent presence of Dr. Turner,” said 

Duckworth, who has served in several LWV leadership roles at the local, state and national levels. “I first met 

Deborah in 2015, and over the years, through phone conversations and the occasional in-person get together, we 

became dear friends. Her zest for life was unmatched; it was evident in every speech she gave, every party or 

function she attended, and every one-on-one encounter she had,” she said. 

 

“I always knew of her amazing intellect and history of ground-breaking achievements, but her accomplishments 

are only part of what made her such a truly wonderful human being. Deborah radiated acceptance, comfort, 

warmth and a fascination with getting to know others. I will miss her generous heart but will do my best to 

honor her memory by striving to be more like her,” Duckworth said. 

 

Bystrom, a member of the LWVNE board since 2019, met Turner through their mutual ties with ISU and her 

service on the LWV of Iowa state board from 2012-16. Turner earned her bachelor’s degree in distributive 

studies in 1973 from ISU before completing a Doctor of Medicine at the University of Iowa and a law degree 

from Drake University. For 35 years – most of her professional career – Turner practiced gynecologic oncology, 

working directly with patients and teaching students and training residents in university programs across the 

Midwest. She also participated in a dozen international medical missions. 

 

“As a distinguished alumna of Iowa State, Dr. Turner was often called upon to give presentations at the 

university on her personal leadership path as well as her remarkable public service,” said Bystrom, who directed 

ISU’s Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and Politics, named after the founder of the national LWV, for 

22 years. “Her presentations were always inspirational, especially in motivating students to become engaged in 

their communities and in the political process as voters.” Here is a link to a presentation Turner gave in 2020.  

 

Turner was selected to serve as the Spring 2024 Mary Louise Smith Chair in Women and Politics, a lecture 

series sponsored by the Catt Center since 1996. The series has featured such women leaders as presidential 

candidates Hillary Clinton, Elizabeth Dole, Carol Moseley-Braun and Carly Fiorina and nationally known 

journalists Gwen Ifill, Lynn Sherr and Carole Simpson. Turner will still be honored as the Spring 2024 MLS 

chair at ISU, where she was to speak on Feb. 13 about “Visionary Activism: How to Get From Here to There.” 

The honors will include a brick with her name to be placed in the Plaza of Heroines at the entrance to Catt Hall.  

___________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qHFhux-SW4
https://cattcenter.iastate.edu/events/mls-chair/
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Senators’ rules vote helps keep Nebraska’s Unicameral nonpartisan 
By MaryLee Moulton and Janelle Stevenson, co-presidents 

 

Nebraska’s Legislature is the nation’s only single chamber body, but that’s not its most important feature.  

 

The Unicameral is the only nonpartisan legislature in the United States. Merriam-Webster defines nonpartisan 

as “free from party affiliation, bias, or designation.” Our senators don’t run as party candidates, they don’t 

caucus by party and their leadership is not chosen based on party affiliation. 

 

During the recent debate over proposed changes to the rules of the Legislature advanced by the Rules 

Committee, some senators tried to replace the secret ballot to elect committee chairs with a roll call majority 

vote of senators. The secret ballot helps ensure that the most qualified senator is selected regardless of political 

party and protects against political retribution. This rules change would have introduced partisanship into the 

process of choosing the leaders of committees.  

 

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska thanks the senators who 

helped defeat this proposal by voting no. We encourage League 

members to thank senators who voted no by email or in person when 

they are at the Capitol. 

 

Senators voting no on the rules proposal to eliminate the secret ballot 

for selection of chairs of committees were: Raymond Aguilar, 

raguilar@leg.ne.gov; Tom Brandt, tbrandt@leg.ne.gov; John 

Cavanaugh, jcavanaugh@leg.ne.gov; Machaela Cavanaugh, 

mcavanaugh@leg.ne.gov; Danielle Conrad, dconrad@leg.ne.gov; 

Jen Day, jday@leg.ne.gov; Wendy DeBoer, wdeboer@leg.ne.gov; 

Myron Dorn, mdorn@leg.ne.gov; George Dungan, 

gdungan@leg.ne.gov; John Fredrickson, jfredrickson@leg.ne.gov; 

Jana Hughes, jhughes@leg.ne.gov; Megan Hunt, 

mhunt@leg.ne.gov; Jane Raybould, jraybould@leg.ne.gov; Merv 

Riepe, mriepe@leg.ne.gov; Tony Vargas, tvargas@leg.ne.gov; and 

Anna Wishart, awishart@leg.ne.gov. 

 

We’d be remiss if we did not welcome you to the 2024 election 

season. Nebraska’s primary is on May 14, 2024, with the general 

election on Nov. 5, 2024. Beginning with the May primary, voters in 

Nebraska must have a photo ID to cast their ballots. To learn more 

about the requirements – e.g., what does this mean if I vote by mail? 

– click on this link on the Civic Nebraska website. Please make sure 

your friends and family know about the new voter ID requirement.  

 

We hope you will take advantage of the volunteer opportunities the 

LWVNE offers to be involved with the Legislature, in your local 

Leagues and across the state.  

_______________________________________________________ 

Upcoming LWVNE Meetings 
• Feb. 10 – Virtual training for Legislative Day. 

• Feb. 14 – Legislative Day, in-person, State Capitol, Lincoln. 

• March 16 – Final regular board meeting 

• April 6 – In-person annual meeting in Omaha. 
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LWVNE tracking 48 bills in 2024 legislative session 
By Rachel Gibson, action vice president 

 

With roughly 600 bills introduced in the first 10 days of the 108th Legislature short session, the League 

of Women Voters of Nebraska’s policy-oriented action teams have their work cut out for them. 

 

After thoughtful review from the directors and members of its six action teams, the LWVNE identified 

48 bills that it will follow in the 2024 legislative session. While a few bills were introduced in 2023 

during the long legislative session and have been held over, the majority are new bills. A full list of the 

48 bills being followed by the LWVNE can be found on the table below. With so many bills to consider, 

teams identified key themes on which they are focusing. 

 

The Education Policy Action Team saw a jump in how 

many bills were introduced that impacted K-12 and 

higher education in the state. With many issues to 

consider, the team has prioritized topics around public 

school funding; diversity, equity and inclusion 

education; and parents’ role in their child's education. 

 

After a high profile session last year with the passage of the Preborn Child Protection and Let Them 

Grow Act, state senators continued to pursue bills that would have a deep impact on health care in 

Nebraska, particularly around children and parents. In another continuation of last year, the Health Care 

Policy Action Team will follow bills that determine who has authority to make health decisions from 

exemptions to newborn screenings to public health mandates. 

 

Last session, the Natural Resources and Energy Action Team was disappointed that the governor vetoed 

funding for clean water projects. Unable to override the veto in 2023, several senators have put forward 

water quality related bills this spring. The Natural Resources and Energy Action Team will continue to 

advocate for water quality bills this session in addition to clean energy efforts. 

 

As always, the Social Policy Action Team was tasked with reviewing a huge number of bills. This 

session they have homed in on housing policy and support for students. The team also will follow two 

bills that appear particularly cruel, one which criminalizes being unhoused and the other to expand the 

ways to administer the death penalty.  

 

Following an exhausting 2023 session that saw a voter photo ID policy implemented, the Government 

Action Team is addressing several perennial bills, including one to implement automatic voter 

registration and another to stifle the use of vote by mail. Additionally, they will keep an eye on new 

attempts to impede the petition process and calls for a constitutional convention.  

 

Disability and behavioral health is another area that is getting quite a bit of much needed attention. The 

Disability and Behavioral Health Action Team has focused on funding and access to services and a 

handful of bills that would protect the educational and voting rights of individuals with disabilities.  

 

The LWVNE and its policy-oriented action teams have their work cut out for them this legislative 

session, but I am heartened by our team leaders and members who have jumped in feet first. I thank each 

and every one of them for all the work they do. If you are interested in joining one of the action teams or 

want regular updates as the LWVNE priority bills move through the legislative process, sign up here. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeKlu6iqujDJhxFMfICsGoQlhvn9n8IX0ZhzoBOTE43fWk2jg/viewform?usp=sf_link


 5 

LWVNE 

Stance 
Document 

Primary 

Introducer 
Description 

 

Support 

LB20 

(Raybould 

priority) 

 

Wayne 
 

Provide for restoration of voting rights upon completion of a felony sentence or probation for a felony 

Oppose 
LB575 

(Kauth 

Priority) 

Kauth Adopt the Sports and Spaces Act 

Support LB828 Blood 
Change provisions of the Nebraska Apiary Act and provide for the Pollinator Task Force, the Nebraska Apiary 

Registry and immunity for certain damages relating to bees 

Support LB833 Blood Adopt the Prescription Drug Affordability Act 

Support LB855 Conrad Prohibit school districts from taking certain actions relating to outstanding debts on a school lunch or breakfast account 

Oppose LB861 Linehan Change procedures to remove a name from a petition under the Election Act 

Support LB879 Cavanaugh, 
M. 

Repeal the Let Them Grow Act and the Preborn Child Protection Act 

Support LB879 Lippincott Appropriate funds to the Department of Economic Development for a workforce housing grant program 

Support LB907 Riepe Require Medicaid coverage for treatment of obesity 

Support LB913 Hunt Require a state plan amendment for postpartum coverage under the Children’s Health Insurance Program 

Oppose LB931 Fredrickson Change appropriations of Federal Funds for behavioral health purposes 

Oppose LB939 Erdman Adopt the My Student, My Choice Act 

Support LB943 Dorn Change appropriations to the Department of Health and Human Services for behavioral health aid 

Support LB944 Dorn Provide for use of the Medicaid Managed Care Excess Profit Fund for behavioral health needs 

 

Support 

LB952 

(Aguilar 

priority) 

 

Day 
Require the Department of Health and Human Services to implement the federal Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer 

Program 

Oppose LB970 Lippincott Provide for carrying out the death penalty by nitrogen hypoxia 

Support LB1007 Walz Provide for Medicaid coverage for certain aged, blind, and disabled individuals 

Support LB1029 Conrad Change provisions relating to compulsory school attendance regarding illness 

Support LB1042 Fredrickson Change provisions relating to registering to vote 

Oppose LB1060 Hansen Provide an exemption from newborn screening 

Oppose LB1068 Brewer Change provisions relating to the appointment, certification and convening of presidential electors 

Monitor LB1086 Walz Eliminate the Department of Health and Human Services and create three departments 

Support LB1094 Bostar Provide restrictions on insurance coverage of epinephrine injectors and inhalers 

Monitor LB1109 Riepe 
Provide an exception under the Preborn Child Protection Act to allow an abortion after twelve weeks in the case of a 

fatal fetal anomaly and change and eliminate certain penalty provisions relating to abortions 

Oppose LB1111 Clements Require city-county health departments to obtain approval for directed health measures 

Support LB1115 Dungan Provide a right to a trial by jury under the Uniform Residential Landlord and Tenant Act 

Monitor LB1139 Cavanaugh, 
M. 

Adopt the Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance Act 

Neutral LB1152 Brewer Change provisions relating to elections, motor vehicle operators' licenses, and state identification cards 

Oppose LB1211 Hansen Change provisions of the Election Act relating to early voting 

 

Support 
 

LB1218 
 

Bostar 

Provide for motor vehicle registration of certain electric vehicles, impose an excise tax on electric energy used at 

commercial electric vehicle charging stations, provide for regulation of certain charging stations and provide a sales tax 

exemption for certain electric energy 

Support LB1234 Wayne Appropriate funds to the Department of Environment and Energy 

Support LB1258 Cavanaugh, 
M. 

Change requirements relating to certain permits and requirements relating to livestock waste control facilities and animal 

feeding operations 

Support LB1287 Ballard Appropriate Federal Funds to the Department of Environment and Energy for drinking water infrastructure 

Support LB1293 Conrad 
Change appointment provisions and powers and duties of the Public Counsel, the Inspector General of Nebraska Child  

Welfare and the Inspector General of the Nebraska Correctional System 

Support LB1304 Raybould 
Require the Department of Environment and Energy to coordinate and cooperate with Nebraska tribal communities on 

obtaining federal grants 

 

Support 

LB1321 

(Exec Board 

Priority) 

 

Arch 
Change provisions relating to the Public Counsel, the Inspector General of Nebraska Child Welfare and the Inspector 

General of the Nebraska Correctional System 

Oppose LB1330 Murman Prohibit public educational institutions from taking certain actions relating to diversity, equity and inclusion 

Oppose LB1357 McDonnell Prohibit camping on certain property owned by political subdivisions 

Support LB1368 Ibach Adopt the Nitrogen Reduction Incentive Act 

Oppose LB1370 Bostelman Provide requirements for retirement of a dispatchable electric generation facility by an electric supplier 

Oppose LB1375 Lowe 
Change powers and duties of county planning commissions and county boards related to conditional use permits and 

special exceptions 

Oppose LB1382 Hansen 
Prohibit paying petition circulators based on the number of signatures and prohibit certain contributions to ballot 

question committees 

Support LB1383 Raybould Provide for grants to Indian tribes to improve drinking water systems or sanitary sewer systems 

Oppose LB1386 Hansen 
Establish an educational savings account for each student enrolled in an approved or accredited private, 

denominational or parochial school for qualified educational expenses as prescribed 

Support LB1390 Bostar Require a report and prohibit certain activities related to elections and change and provide penalties 

Oppose LB1399 Murman 
Change provisions relating to the involvement of parents, guardians and educational decisionmakers in the education of 

their children 

Oppose LR278CA Murman Constitutional amendment to change the membership of the State Board of Education 

 

Oppose 

LR31 

(Halloran 

Priority) 

 

Halloran 
Resolution to rescind a prior resolution and apply to Congress for a convention of the states to propose amendments to 

the United States Constitution 
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Registration open for annual LWVNE Legislative Day on Feb. 14 
By Rachel Gibson, action vice president 

 

What better way to spend Valentine's Day and the 104th founding of the League of Women Voters than by 

advocating at the state Capitol building with people you love? 

 

Join the League of Women Voters of Nebraska for another year of its proud tradition of holding a Legislative 

Day at the Nebraska Capitol in Lincoln.  

 

As in previous years, participants will spend the morning 

meeting with state senators to advocate for some of the 

LWVNE’s priority bills followed by conversations with 

fellow League members over lunch. Participants who can stay 

into the afternoon will wrap up the day by sitting in on a 

committee hearing. 

 

If you’ve never been to the state Capitol, Legislative Day is a 

great opportunity to learn the ropes and connect in-person 

with League members. All members are welcome to attend 

this free event.  

 

Please register by Friday, Feb. 9, at this link. After you register, you will receive a Zoom link to attend an 

optional virtual training session on Saturday, Feb.10, from 9 to 10:30 a.m. The training is encouraged but not 

required, and a recorded version will be available. On the registration form, participants can indicate an interest 

in carpooling to Lincoln for Legislative Day.  

 

We hope to see you at the state Capitol on Feb. 14. 

 

League officers to speak at Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

 
Two members of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska are among the speakers at the the 49th annual 

Ecumenical Legislative Briefing Day on Saturday, Feb. 10, in Lincoln. 

 

This year’s conference – titled “Working for Justice” – will feature speakers on such topics as restorative 

justice, increasing levels of violence in schools, mental health, the environment, education, economics and 

housing. It is sponsored in part by United Women in Faith Great Plains Region and hosted by Christ United 

Methodist Church, 4530 A Street in Lincoln. 

 

Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek, co-director of public policy for the LWV of Greater 

Omaha, will discuss “Economics of Exclusion” at 10 a.m. Rachel Gibson, 

action vice president of the LWVNE, will present “Breaking News” at 12:45 

p.m. 

 

The goals of the conference are to provide information about shared concerns; 

learn how issues are being addressed by the Legislature; call together leaders in 

various disciplines to share their knowledge and insight about the issues; 

provide information about how to contact state senators about bills being 

debated and how to understand the effects of their passage/defeat; and provide       Cindy Maxwell-Ostdiek      

materials to share with church groups, family, friends and neighbors.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVi3u6vFKKeIxB83HBG55OZS_dXuKMYFndJ_dLVIaVleOlEg/viewform
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The conference will begin with a panel discussion on options for criminal justice 

reform. Participants will then choose to attend two presentations – one during each 

session – from the following topics: economics of exclusion, mental health or 

education (10 a.m., Session A) and environment, school safety and housing (11:05 

a.m., Session B).  

 

Following lunch at noon, Gibson will speak at 12:45 p.m. “With around 600 bills 

introduced this legislative session, there is a lot to consider,” she said. “I will highlight 

some legislative themes and key bills coming up in this 108th short session of the 

Legislature with particular focus on issues related to justice, protection of rights and 

addressing the needs of the less fortunate.”   

 

Registration for the conference is $20, which includes lunch, through Feb. 3. After that date, registration is $25 

and does not guarantee lunch. Students may register for free. Registration can be made at this link. 

 

LWVNE reports actions taken at January, December board meetings 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

 

At its board meetings in January 2024 and December 2023, the League of Women Voters of Nebraska changed 

the name of a policy area represented on the board, approved proposed changes to its bylaws and voted to join 

the Protect Our Rights coalition. 

 

According to minutes taken by Kathy Bass, LWVNE secretary, the board voted at its Jan. 27 meeting to: 

• Change the name of mental and behavioral health, a policy area represented with a director/co-directors 

on the board, to disability and behavioral health. According to co-director Aimée Folker, the name 

change recognizes the policy area’s “scope of responsibilities, which include disabilities at large, and 

removes the redundancy of the terms mental and behavioral health.” 

• Apply for a $5,000 grant from the Nebraska Civic Engagement Table to support the League’s 

nonpartisan, online voter’s information guide, VOTE411.org.  

• Collaborate with the recently relaunched Documenters program, which pays community members to 

attend public meetings and document what they see. The LWVNE will publicize the program with its 

members. Read more about the Documenters program on pages 9-10.  

 

At its Dec. 9, 2023, meeting, the LWVNE board voted to: 

• Join the Protect Our Rights coalition, which supports a ballot initiative to protect abortion rights in 

Nebraska through an amendment to the state constitution. Read more about this on pages 12-13. 

• Give final approval to a recommendation by its Bylaws Committee to change the name of the Education 

Fund Committee to Grants Committee. The LWVNE no longer maintains an education fund budget 

separate from its general fund. The LWVNE does, however, review and award grants requested by the 

state and local Leagues for educational events. 

• Remove the acronym “MAL” from its bylaws and spell out member-at-large and members-at-large. 

• Approve an additional grant request of $199.35 by the LWV of Seward County for advertising to 

promote educational programs.  

• Move $500 in its approved 2023-24 budget from voter ID education to grants to local Leagues.  

• Accept the audit report submitted by treasurer Terri Rittenburg. 

The LWVNE board also approved five proposed changes to its bylaws recommended by its Bylaws Committee 

at its Dec. 9 meeting. Per LWVNE policy, the recommended changes were emailed on Jan. 17, 2024, to the 

presidents of local Leagues, member-at-large units and members-at-large for comment before the LWVNE 

board considers final approval at its March 16 meeting.  

Rachel Gibson 

https://gp-reg.brtapp.com/2024NeELBD
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The proposed changes to the LWVNE bylaws would: 

• Increase from two to up to three members sharing an (1) officer or (2) director position on the board. 

• Increase the quorum for a meeting of the board of directors from five to six members, which is one-third 

of its members as stated in the Nebraska nonprofit statutes. 

• Clarify that a quorum of the LWVNE Executive Committee is made up of the majority of elected 

officers. 

• Change the amount of time required for the board to inform local League presidents, chairs of member-

at-large units and members-at-large of recommended amendments to the bylaws from two months to one 

month. 

 

Sedlacek appointed to LWVUS Bylaws Committee 
By Dianne Bystrom, director of communications 

  

Caroline Sedlacek, who has served as parliamentarian for the League of Women Voters of Nebraska board of 

directors since 2011, has been appointed to serve on the national League’s Bylaws Committee for its 2024 

national convention. 

  

She was appointed to the committee by Dr. Deborah Turner, then-national president of the LWVUS and a 

former member of the LWV of Greater Omaha. Turner contacted Sedlacek in October to ask her to serve on the 

committee starting in December and leading up to the League’s national convention that will take place June 27 

to 30 in Washington, D.C., and online. 

  

The LWVUS Bylaws committee consists of five members, including Sedlacek. Also 

serving on the committee are current LWVUS board members Monica Skoko 

Rodriguez of Florida and Melissa Breach of California; former LWVUS board member 

Toni Zimmer of New Jersey; and Judy Andree, president of the LWV of Alaska. 

Rodriguez chairs the LWVUS Bylaws Committee. 

  

“We had a get acquainted Zoom meeting in December and a follow-up Zoom 

meeting in January,” said Sedlacek, who has a Ph.D. in counseling psychology and is a 

registered parliamentarian. Current members of the Bylaws Committee serve until the 

close of the 2024 national convention. Sedlacek also served on the LWVUS Bylaws 

Committee for the 2018 and 2020 national conventions. 

 

According to the LWVUS website, the duties of the Bylaws Committee are to: 

• Review the current bylaws and present changes they deem advisable to the national board; 

• Consider all proposed amendments submitted by state or local Leagues three months prior to 

convention; and 

• Research and draft pros and cons and submit a recommendation for each proposed amendment to the 

national board for their evaluation at their March/April meeting prior to convention. 

  

“The amount of work depends on the number of proposed bylaws amendments from state and local Leagues, 

the national board and our own proposals,” Sedlacek said. “I am honored to be appointed again.” 

 

In addition to serving three times on the LWVUS Bylaws Committee, Sedlacek was appointed to the LWVUS 

Governance Committee from 2015-2018. She also chairs the LWVNE Bylaws Committee.  

 

“We rely on Caroline's expertise not only at meetings but for all sorts of issues that come up,” said MaryLee 

Moulton, co-president of the LWVNE. “Her experience is invaluable to the Nebraska League. She is an 

absolute treasure."  

Caroline Sedlacek 
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Donors contribute $6,084 to LWVNE in 2023 
By Terri Rittenburg, treasurer 

 

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska receives donations year-round, which provide a substantial portion 

of the income that powers the organization.  

 

The LWVNE’s annual fundraising drive among its members is a critical part of that effort. In 2023, a total of 

$6,084.00 was received: $4,684 in unrestricted funds, $1,100 for voter education and $300 for the endowment 

fund. The total raised in 2023 is less than the stellar result in 2022 but on par with 2021. The LWVNE’s 

fundraising drive for 2024 has started, as shown in the year-by-year analysis: 

 
Thank you to our generous 2023 donors: 

 

Unrestricted Donations:  Mary Anna and Clyde Anderson, Eleanor Biederman, Dianne and Keith Bystrom, 

Kim Coleman, Claudia and Anthony Deeb, Linda Duckworth, Robin Foulk, Lilia Franciscony, Cynthia Hadsell, 

Judy Koepke, Nathan Leach, Joanna Lindberg, Jean McGuire, Jan McKenzie, MaryLee Moulton, Judith Paine, 

Terri Rittenburg, Church Women United in Nebraska and two anonymous donors. 

 

Voter Education:  Marilyn and G.E. Abariotes, Andrew Davies, Caroline Sedlacek, the Musco D’Amico 

Charitable Fund and Union Pacific Charitable Fund. 

 

Endowment Fund:  Elisa Booth. 

 

In-kind contributions also were received in 2023 from Sherry Miller, Rittenburg and Moulton.   

 

If any monetary or in-kind donations have been missed in this report, please contact me at 307-343-2540 or 

treasurer@lwvnebraska.org. 

 

To donate to LWVNE, click here or send a check (made out to LWV Nebraska) to League of Women Voters of 

Nebraska, P.O. Box 29816, Lincoln, NE 68529. 

 

Documenters program trains, pays people to attend public meetings 
 

The League of Women Voters of Nebraska will be part of the new Documenters program, which trains and pays 

community members to attend public meeting and document what they see.  

 

The Nebraska Journalism Trust, the parent company of the Flatwater Free Press, is teaming up with Civic 

Nebraska to relaunch Documenters, which first started in Omaha in 2022 before lapsing because of 

organizational setbacks. 

 

In addition to the LWVNE, which approved participation in the program at its Jan. 27 board meeting, the Open 

Sky Policy Institute and Platte Institute have agreed to take part in the program. 

 

mailto:treasurer@lwvnebraska.org
https://lwvnebraska.org/donate/
https://nebraskajournalismtrust.org/
https://www.civicnebraska.org/
https://www.civicnebraska.org/
https://omaha-ne.documenters.org/
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According to a Jan. 18 story by Matt Wynn in the Flatwater Free Press, “Documenters participate in the 

newsgathering process and help us understand our community. They are high school and college students, 

working professionals, retirees. They attend local public meetings and share government actions via detailed 

notetaking. The fact-checked notes are then published for anyone to use – these Documenters are in fact 

building a permanent public record of the local decisions being made.” 

 

First launched in Chicago in 2018, Documenters is now in 15 cities across the nation. In Nebraska, the 

Documenters program has started in Omaha with plans to expand in urban, suburban and rural counties. The 

Nebraska Journalism Trust is in the process of hiring a Documenters program director to serve as a point person 

with Civic Nebraska and build a statewide strategy. Once that person is hired, the application process to become 

a Documenter will be re-opened for those who wish to get paid to be the eyes and ears of the public. 

 

“Documenters tend to be deeply engaged in their communities, and Civic Nebraska will provide them the tools 

to guide them in their larger community-building work,” Adam Morfeld, executive director of Civic Nebraska, 

told the Flatwater Free Press. 

 

The LWVNE will continue to provide information on the Documenters program, including how people can sign 

up to be paid Documenters, as it becomes available. 

 

 

Member spotlight: Landwehr focuses on educating voters after career as teacher 
By Charlyne Berens, associate editor 

 

Elayne Landwehr sees voting and voting rights as the foundation for a functioning democracy. 

 

After a career as a middle school teacher, Landwehr joined the Hastings League of Women Voters after she 

retired. She had heard and read about the League and thought it was doing important work. 

 

At first, Landwehr thought she might continue her focus on education, “but then I 

realized voting and government was so essential for everything,” she said. 

 

Today she serves as the secretary and the Government Action Team leader for the 

Hastings League, planning regular forums for candidates and for proponents and 

opponents of ballot initiatives. Landwehr said the turnout isn’t as large as she’d like, 

but the programs are posted on the Hastings public access channel so that more people 

can take advantage of them.  

 

“At least we feel we’ve done our part so people have a chance to learn more,” she 

said.  

 

Judy Reimer has worked with Landwehr to organize candidate debates. A longtime member of the Hastings 

LWV board, Reimer said Landwehr does a great job contacting candidates and organizing debates. “Plus, she is 

an excellent moderator.” 

 

Landwehr said the Hastings League makes sure to provide information to voters before every election. “Many 

people don’t know how to register or vote or where or that they can get a mail-in ballot or what their precinct 

is,” she said.  

 

In addition, Landwehr served on a citizens’ committee that was part of the process when Adams County built a 

new justice center. “I learned so much about incarceration and county jails” as well as related matters, she said. 

Elayne Landwehr 

https://flatwaterfreepress.org/local-officials-make-big-decisions-our-newest-program-will-ensure-they-get-the-attention-they-deserve/
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Landwehr has also researched and presented programs on the proposed Convention of the States and 

Nebraska’s voter ID legislation, which Reimer said were outstanding. “She did not leave her educational skills 

behind when she retired from teaching,” Reimer said.  

 

While she regularly works to educate others about their rights and their government, Landwehr said she also 

continues to learn herself. The League, she said, “puts you in a very diverse group of men and women with lots 

of diverse interests, and it just starts to snowball. It’s such an education.” 

 

Let Nebraska voters decide fate of LB753 on November ballot 
By Rachel Gibson, action vice president 

 

There is a sign that has been in my yard for months. It is a sign I’ve seen across Omaha, in small towns in east 

central Nebraska and on the sides of country roads on my drives to Lincoln. The black poster board with red 

lettering has always stood out, but does so even more in stark contrast to the winter snow. “Support Our Schools 

Nebraska,” the sign loudly proclaims.  

 

Many state and local members of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska are familiar with the sign, having 

seen it on T-shirts of volunteers or under a stack of petition forms, acting as a makeshift clipboard. After the 

passage of LB753 in the spring of 2023, public school supporters took immediate action. The bill gave a dollar-

for-dollar tax credit to donors who contributed to “scholarship granting institutions” who then could use that 

money to cover tuition to private schools.  

 

The complicated nature of the policy was intentional in order to try to circumvent the Nebraska State 

Constitution, which reads “appropriation of public funds shall not be made to any school or institution of 

learning not owned or exclusively controlled by the state or a political subdivision thereof.” Hence, LB753 is a 

complicated work-around to provide public money to private schools through tax credits to donors.  

 

Thanks to the hard work of advocates, the dedication of former legislators 

and statewide pride in its public schools, Nebraska was one of the last states 

to see this type of bill passed. This made it easy to see the impact of this 

kind of legislation; how it fits into the anti-public school movement in other 

states; and how detrimental it could be to Nebraska students, especially 

those most in need.  

 

So we got to work. As part of the Support Our Schools Nebraska coalition, 

League members stood in the hot sun of farmers’ markets, sat at folding chairs outside of libraries, borrowed the 

loudspeaker at their kid’s swim meet, and carried spare petitions in their cars in case a visit with friends or 

family turned into an opportunity to help Nebraskans’ voices be heard.  

 

And they were. In October 2023, Nebraska Secretary of State Robert Evnen confirmed that the initiative had 

enough signatures to be added to the ballot in November 2024. Of the 117,145 petition signatures submitted by 

SOS, Evnen validated 91,861 to certify the petition for the Nov. 5 election ballot. It would be up to the voters of 

Nebraska to decide the fate of LB753. 

 

Or will it? In early January, state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, the bill’s longtime sponsor, formally asked 

that the Secretary of State remove the question from the ballot. She argued that the only people with authority to 

have a say on how the revenue of the state was spent were the 49 senators in Lincoln. Her request would ignore 

the 117,145 signatures submitted by SOS from more than 60 counties – which was more than double what is 

https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2023/07/05/pricey-spending-race-underway-to-allow-or-block-voter-referendum-on-new-school-choice-law/
https://lawreview.unl.edu/uncertain-fate-lb-753-under-article-vii-section-11-nebraska-constitution%E2%80%99s-no-aid-provision#:~:text=Article%20VII%2C%20section%2011%20of%20the%20Nebraska%20Constitution%20states%3A%20%E2%80%9C,10%5D%20Given%20the%20history%20of
https://lawreview.unl.edu/uncertain-fate-lb-753-under-article-vii-section-11-nebraska-constitution%E2%80%99s-no-aid-provision#:~:text=Article%20VII%2C%20section%2011%20of%20the%20Nebraska%20Constitution%20states%3A%20%E2%80%9C,10%5D%20Given%20the%20history%20of
https://klin.com/2023/10/10/secretary-of-state-certifies-public-school-supporters-petition-repeal-lb-753-heads-to-2024-ballot/
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required to get a question added to the ballot. As for the 1.24 million registered voters in Nebraska, they 

shouldn’t even be allowed to consider the idea.  

 

The Secretary of State has promised a quick resolution to the question but has given no indication of his 

leanings. As of Jan. 31, his decision had not been announced. You can read more about Linehan’s efforts to 

remove LB753 from the ballot and SOS’s response in the Nebraska Examiner.  

 

We can only hope that Secretary of State Evnen will honor the will of the people – not to outright repeal the bill 

based on petition signatures but simply to allow Nebraskans the opportunity to vote on the bill in November. 

 

In the meantime, the Support Our Schools signs stay up. Like so many before us, we will continue to fight for 

our Nebraska public schools, support our educators, serve Nebraska families and fight for every single child to 

have access to quality education. You can continue to support SOS Nebraska at this link. 

 

As for the sign in my yard, I look forward to seeing the tulips pop up next to it this spring, the grass shavings 

cover the base of the yard stakes this summer, the leaves piled against it this fall, and even after the November 

2024 election – where I hope Nebraskans will have a chance to vote to repeal LB753 – my sign will again see 

the snow. Surely a bit grayer from the harsh sun, it will stand as a reminder that while incredibly important, 

repealing LB753 isn’t the last battle. Most likely, my sign and I will never see the last battle because the battles 

will go on in one form or another. But no matter what the hurdle, every single child is worth the fight.  

 

LWVNE board votes to join Protect Our Rights coalition 
 

In accordance with its national policy – which states that the “League of Women Voters of the United States 

believes that public policy in a pluralistic society must affirm the constitutional right of privacy of the 

individual to make reproductive choices” – the board of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska voted at its 

Dec. 9, 2023, meeting to join the Protect Our Rights coalition.  

 

The coalition supports a ballot initiative to 

protect abortion rights in Nebraska through an 

amendment to the state constitution. The U.S. 

Supreme Court’s 2022 decision in Dobbs v. 

Jackson Women's Health Organization – which 

held that the U.S. Constitution does not confer 

the right to abortion as the court had previously 

found in its 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade – 

returned to individual states the power to regulate any aspect of abortion not protected by federal law. On May 

22, 2023, Nebraska Gov. Jim Pillen signed a bill approved by 30 of 49 state senators to ban abortions after 12 

weeks, effective immediately. 

 

“This 12-week abortion ban restricts the right of women to make decisions about their reproductive health,” 

said MaryLee Moulton, co-president of the LWVNE. “Joining the Protect Our Rights coalition is the right step 

for the LWVNE,” she said. “Decisions about reproductive health should be made by patients, their doctors and 

their families. Politicians should not be making health care decisions for Nebraskans.” 

 

Filing for a ballot initiative is just the beginning, Moulton noted. “To get this constitutional amendment on the 

ballot, the coalition will need to collect signatures from 10% of registered Nebraska voters. Additionally, 

signatures must be collected from 5% of the registered voters in 38 of the 93 Nebraska counties,” she said. “We 

hope our members will aid in this signature collection process.” The deadline to submit the signatures is July 3. 

 

https://sos.nebraska.gov/sites/sos.nebraska.gov/files/doc/elections/vrstats/2023VR/Statewide-January-2023.pdf
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/01/09/sen-linehans-letter-seeks-to-boot-referendum-on-opportunity-scholarships-off-nebraska-ballot/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/01/09/sen-linehans-letter-seeks-to-boot-referendum-on-opportunity-scholarships-off-nebraska-ballot/
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/01/25/support-our-schools-letter-says-its-ballot-measure-is-legal-should-be-placed-before-voters/
https://supportourschoolsnebraska.org/
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The Protect Our Rights coalition will hold a training via Zoom for LWVNE members across the state on 

Monday, Feb. 26, from 6-7 p.m. (CST). Register for the training at this link. After registering, you will receive 

a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting. You can find more information about 

the Protect Our Rights campaign here. 

 

“Together, we can ensure reproductive health decisions are free from political interference in Nebraska,” 

Moulton said. 

 

Eight petitions in circulation for 2024 election ballot 
By Janelle Stevenson, co-president 

 

Eight petitions are currently in circulation in Nebraska to collect enough signatures of registered voters to 

qualify for the November 2024 election ballot.  

 

Sponsors of the eight petitions – four for constitutional amendments and four for initiatives – must submit 

signatures no less than four months prior to the Nov. 5 election, according to the Secretary of State’s website. 

The deadline in 2024 is July 3. The final list of qualified ballot measures will not be available until fall 2024.   

 

The eight petitions currently in circulation are in addition to the successful Support Our Schools ballot initiative 

that could repeal a new tax break for donors to scholarships that help students attend private schools. State Sen. 

Lou Ann Linehan of Elkhorn – the author of Nebraska’s Opportunity Scholarship Act (LB753) that was 

approved by the Legislature in the 2023 session and signed into law by Gov. Jim Pillen – asked Secretary of 

State Bob Evnen on Jan. 9 to reconsider his certification of the initiative to appear on the November 2024 

ballot.  

 

As of Jan. 31, Evnen had not announced his decision on Linehan’s 

request.  

 

In June 2023, the state and local Leagues in Nebraska joined the SOS 

coalition, which collected more than 117,000 signatures to place the 

repeal of LB753 on the November 2024 ballot. In October 2023, 

Evnen validated 91,861 signatures and certified the petition for the 

ballot. See the article on pages 11-12 and letter to the editor on pages 

14-15 for more information on this issue. 

 

In addition to participating in the successful SOS petition drive in 2023, the LWVNE voted at its Dec. 9, 2023, 

board meeting to join the Protect Our Rights coalition to collect signatures for a constitutional amendment 

protecting the right to abortion in Nebraska. The proposed amendment would provide all persons the 

fundamental right to abortion without interference from the state or its political subdivisions until fetal viability, 

which is the point in pregnancy when, in the professional judgment of the patient’s health care practitioner, 

there is a significant likelihood of the fetus’ sustained survival outside the uterus without the application of 

extraordinary medical measures; or when needed to protect the life or health of the pregnant patient. For more 

information on the LWVNE’s participation in the Protect Our Rights coalition, see the story on pages 12-13.  

 

In addition to the Protect Our Rights petition, the other seven petitions currently circulating in Nebraska to 

qualify for the November 2024 ballot are: 

• Consumption or Excise Taxes Constitutional Amendment: a constitutional amendment to restrict 

governmental entities in Nebraska to imposing only retail consumption taxes and excise taxes. This 

amendment would eliminate Nebraska personal and real property taxes, personal and corporate income 

taxes, sales taxes and inheritance taxes.  

Voters sign SOS petitions in 2023. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsdu2sqzwqG9yBs-UPBH_P8R_qOXBmNZO4#/registration
https://protectourrights.com/#:~:text=We%20are%20coming%20together%20to,Join%20the%20campaign%20now.
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• Grocery Items Exemption Constitutional Amendment: a constitutional amendment allowing the 

Legislature to authorize governmental entities to impose consumption taxes on services and new goods 

with the limitation that only grocery items purchased for off-premises consumption may be exempted 

from the tax. 

• Nebraska Human Life Protection Initiative: an initiative to ban surgical and pharmaceutical abortions 

except when necessary to save the life of the mother.  

• Nebraska Cannabis Constitutional Amendment: to amend the constitution of the State of Nebraska by 

adding a new Article XIX, which states that all persons have the right to use all plants in the genus 

Cannabis.  

• Nebraska Medical Cannabis Patient Protection Initiative: to enact a statute that makes penalties 

inapplicable under state and local law for the use, possession and acquisition of limited quantities of 

cannabis for medical purposes by a qualified patient with a written recommendation from a health care 

practitioner and for a caregiver to assist a qualified patient in these activities.  

• Nebraska Medical Cannabis Regulation Initiative: to enact a statute that makes penalties inapplicable 

under state law for the possession, manufacture, distribution, delivery and dispensing of cannabis for 

medical purposes by registered private entities and establishing a Nebraska Medical Cannabis 

Commission to regulate such entities.  

• Paid Sick Leave Initiative: to enact a statute to provide eligible employees the right to earn paid sick 

time for personal or family health needs.  

 

 

In the News: LWV-LL members publish op-ed, letters to the editor 

 
“In the News” is a round-up of published letters to the editor and op-eds written by members of the state and 

local Leagues of Women Voters of Nebraska on topics that align with League positions in a variety of policy 

areas. League members whose letters to the editor or op-eds are published by the news media are invited to 

send them as a Word document to communications@lwvnebraska.org for publication in the quarterly Nebraska 

Voter. 

 

In January 2024 and December 2023, three members of the League of Women Voters of Lincoln-Lancaster 

County published letters to the editor in the Lincoln Journal Star about allowing voters to decide the fate of the 

private school tuition tax credit, the governor’s decision to decline federal funds for a child nutrition program 

and the impact of a proposed consumption tax on education funding in Nebraska. Another member of the LWV-

LL published an op-ed in January 2024 on Nebraska’s unique Unicameral in the Nebraska Examiner. They are 

included below.   

 

Letter: Voters deserve say on issue 

By Cynthia Peterson, LWV-LL president 

Lincoln Journal Star, Jan. 17, 2024 

 

The League of Women Voters has steadfastly championed public education and the principle that public dollars 

require public oversight in accordance with state and federal laws. In June 2023, Nebraska state and local 

Leagues partnered with Support Our Schools Nebraska on a successful referendum petition drive, amassing 

more than 117,000 signatures to place the repeal of the Opportunity Scholarships Act (LB753) on the 

November 2024 ballot. 

 

In October, Nebraska Secretary of State Bob Evnen validated 91,861 signatures and certified the petition for the 

ballot. The recent move by the bill's author, state Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, threatens the essence of our 

democratic process. 

mailto:communications@lwvnebraska.org
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Linehan contends the Nebraska Constitution exclusively reserves the power to set and raise revenues for the 

Legislature, thus nullifying the collective voice of 91,861 Nebraska citizens. 

 

This blatant attempt to undermine the referendum process, a fundamental right of our citizen voters to check 

and balance legislative decisions, is an affront to democracy. Linehan’s plea to Evnen to reconsider certification 

jeopardizes a sacred Nebraska democratic principle that allows our taxpayers/voters to decide the fate of 

LB753. 

 

We taxpayers/voters – those whom Linehan, Evnen, Gov. Jim Pillen, and countless others are entrusted to serve 

– may find our voices stifled in November. This is not just an attack on the repeal referendum; it is an assault on 

our constitutional rights in Nebraska. 

 

We call on our fellow citizens to stand united in defense of our democratic values, urging Evnen to uphold the 

certification, thus letting the voters exercise their constitutional right in November. 

 

Nebraska senators need to focus on maintaining the good life 

By Charlyne Berens, LWV-LL member, associate editor of the Nebraska Voter 

Nebraska Examiner, Jan. 2, 2024 

 

Brace yourselves! The Unicameral is about to convene for its 2024 session on Jan. 3. 

 

If you paid attention to last year’s combative and combustible proceedings, you can be forgiven for facing this 

year’s session with at least moderate apprehension. 

 

Besides the nastiness and contentiousness, the worst of the problems in 2023 was that a pile of basic work 

didn’t get done. Senators chose to focus, instead, on the most divisive issues, aligning themselves with the 

extremes of national politics.  

 

It doesn’t need to be this way. In Nebraska’s unique system, especially, it is possible for the Legislature to do 

the people’s work in a way that will benefit the entire state. Not that the senators’ decisions will make every last 

person – or every last donor – happy, but the general outcomes will help the state maintain and further develop 

the good life we cherish. 

 

The fact that our senators are elected by all the people, including our 

state’s growing number of independent voters, on a ballot that 

doesn’t list the candidates’ party affiliation behind their names is still 

important.  

 

Of course, we can all know to which political party each senator 

belongs, and that means that we shouldn’t be shocked if they vote, at 

least generally, along conservative or progressive lines. But they 

were not elected as Republicans or Democrats, and that matters.  

 

Even more important is the fact that the Legislature is not organized according to party identification. The 

Republicans do not all sit on the right and the Democrats on the left. The senators do not meet in official party 

caucuses to tell their party members how they should vote. The party whose members are in the majority does 

not automatically control the proceedings on the floor, nor does it automatically chair every committee. 

 

https://nebraskaexaminer.com/2024/01/02/nebraska-senators-need-to-focus-on-maintaining-the-good-life/


 16 

The result is a body that can and often does discuss and negotiate and vote on the issues before them rather than 

how their party tells them to vote. The result can be politics and decisions that benefit the entire state, not just 

the party which claims the majority of the members. 

 

When the senators meet on Jan. 3, they will confront a list of nearly 350 bills that were introduced last year but 

were neither passed nor defeated. Almost 90 of those are about appropriating money for a variety of specific 

needs. More than 70 are about raising – or cutting – revenue. More than 100 pertain to Nebraska’s laws and 

courts and judicial system. 

 

These are issues that vitally affect our lives as Nebraskans. They are the bread-and-butter of governing. They 

are the kinds of things our senators should be spending their time and effort on – for the good of the entire state. 

 

They should not be wasting their time with a battle by a few to change the rules and weaken the nonpartisan 

nature of the Legislature, thus making it harder for legislators to think broadly and do their work on behalf of 

the entire state. 

 

Tell your senator the system is not the problem. Instead, the source of the problem is the fact that senators aren’t 

using and respecting the very practical and workable system already in place. Implore your senator to leave the 

basic rules alone and get back to serving the state in the way we have come to expect of our unique institution. 

 

Letter: Governor needs to change mind 

By Jean McGuire, LWV-LL vice president for action 

Lincoln Journal Star, Dec. 25, 2023 

 

Gov. Jim Pillen has decided that the state of Nebraska will not opt into a new national child nutrition program 

that would provide an estimated $18 million in grocery-buying dollars for approximately 150,000 Nebraska 

children and their families starting the summer of 2024. This is a program widely supported by food banks and 

other advocates for children. 

 

While the program would cost the state approximately $300,000 to administer, turning our back on $18 million 

to help families who are food insecure is irresponsible and, quite frankly, morally wrong. 

 

The governor’s solution is to only support the federal Summer Food Service Program instead, indicating that it 

solves the problem of food insecurity for Nebraska families. While it is one piece in addressing the issue, it 

doesn’t fully solve the problem for all families who struggle. Opting into the national child nutrition program 

would be another step in helping Nebraska families. 

 

The governor calls this opportunity welfare. I call it helping children in need. Governor, please change your 

mind and help our children. 

 

Letter: Two stories reveal conflict 

By Sherry Miller, LWV-LL member 

Lincoln Journal Star, Dec. 8, 2023 

 

I was struck by the juxtaposition of two stories on the front page of the Nov. 21 edition of the Journal Star. The 

story above the fold reported "school aid money dwindling faster than previously predicted." The story below 

the fold was "Taking on taxation" the proposed EPIC consumption tax. 

 

The Education Future Fund created by the Unicameral this past session promised to provide property tax relief 

while supporting public schools with a guarantee of $1,500 per student while also boosting state support for 

special education. 
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It was a laudable effort that is forecast to fail primarily due to the actual cost of funding special education, an 

obligation that falls exclusively on public schools. 

 

Now there is the launch of a petition drive to replace all forms of taxation in Nebraska with a single 

consumption tax of 7.5% applicable to all new purchases, including new homes. Its introducers predict that this 

will cover all existing tax-based needs while growing our state. 

 

Growing is not defined. Population? Income? Businesses? Would food and medications be taxed? Current 

exempted services would be taxed, and all nonprofits would pay the tax, including local governments. 

 

I recall a wise lobbyist who said local taxes mean local control. Would school districts fall under total state 

control? Would per-student state support be sufficient to maintain excellence in education? I look forward to the 

Journal Star providing more answers, but for now I say, "Decline to sign." 

 

 

UN conference on climate change informs, inspires activism 
By Candide V. Santiago, LWVNE administrator 

 

It was truly an honor to attend the 28th United Nations Conference of the Parties (COP28) as a national League 

of Women Voters observer. The UN climate change conference was held Nov. 30 through Dec. 12 in Dubai, 

United Arab Emirates.  

 

Through a robust program of events, meetings, panels and interactive opportunities, participants were able to 

observe and learn more about what all levels of society can do to address and reduce our impact on climate 

change around the world. The gathering of climate change advocates, industry professionals and world leaders 

at this event keeps the well-being of our planet Earth at the forefront of global issues. Civil attendance and 

active advocacy holds all parties accountable for their personal actions and to establish more inclusive and 

thought-out collective action across communities and countries. 

 

Hearing from participants from all 

different parts of the world allowed me 

to gain a deeper perspective on what 

climate change looks like beyond my 

lived experience. I learned a great deal 

about what roles civil societies play in 

taking action toward a greener future. 

The conversations I observed with 

young change-makers and leaders keep 

me hopeful as I reflect on my 

experiences as an observer.  

 

Researchers, leaders, students and 

environmentalists discussed a multitude 

of topics regarding climate change 

including agriculture, architecture, 

alternative energy sources, faith, youth 

involvement and finance – all 

addressing the disproportionate effects  

of climate change on poorer regions.  

 

Santiago contributed this photo collage of her experiences. 
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I deeply respected the transparency of criticisms voiced when factoring in the reality of global innovations, 

financial expectations, human rights intersectionality and so much more. I am still in awe of how easily I was 

able to collect so much vital and detailed information on a multitude of sectors in a short amount of time 

through the great organization of the events. 

 

COP28 was the largest and most diverse conference and activism event in which I have ever participated. I am 

honored to have gained such a well-rounded immersion into the topic of climate change so that I can become a 

better human rights and climate change advocate. My goal is to continue learning more on the subject and to get 

more involved in local and global initiatives to do my part in creating a greener future for the generations to 

come.  

 

One of the most important aspects of being an observer during my experience at COP 28 

was the  feeling that my presence there, and in all spaces, created room for me and those 

for whom I advocate to be considered and respected in conversations that we may or 

may not have a direct say in – the results of which often disproportionately impact the 

most marginalized. 

 

The conversations about how soon we can reach the goal of zero carbon emissions is one 

that is highly dependent on educating all communities – vocalizing why it is so 

important to be an educated and engaged citizen, speaking to our community leaders,    

 and even using our voices through voting to hold elected officials and leaders 

 accountable to do what is in the best interest of all people and of planet Earth. I look  

 forward to using the knowledge I learned from attending COP28 to help create more  

 local and global change in whatever capacities I can. 

 

 

LWVNE at-large membership increases across state 
By Marilyn Bechtel, membership vice president 

 
At-large membership in the League of Women Voters of Nebraska has grown to a current total of 23.   

 

The LWVNE now has members in every quadrant of the state. It is working to make sure all members have 

access to the important information sent out by the state League. Accurate and timely information is the bedrock 

of civil engagement. 

 

At-large members are part of the state League instead of one of the four local Leagues in Hastings, Greater 

Omaha, Lincoln-Lancaster County and Seward. Statewide, the LWVNE has more than 400 members.  

 

Becoming an at-large member provides a community that spans the state and enables action on issues that affect 

all Nebraskans.   

 

In a rural state like Nebraska, an at-large member can spread the mission and vision of the League’s nonpartisan 

commitment to strengthen democracy by empowering and educating voters through grassroots advocacy in their 

communities with the support of the state League’s resources. 

 

At-large members can attend state board meetings and participate in all programs offered through the LWVNE. 

 

At-large members will be surveyed in the coming months to gather more information about their communities’ 

concerns and priorities. 

Candide V. 

Santiago 
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LWVNE financial situation ‘solid’ 
By Terri Rittenburg, treasurer 

 

The financial situation of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska continues to be solid. Thanks to its 

generous donors, the LWVNE is bringing in enough income to support its activities. As of Jan. 23, 2024, the 

LWVNE checking account balance is $48,640.68, and the endowment fund balance is $66,516.33 for a total of 

$115,157.01 in assets. 

 

The LWVNE Budget Committee has drafted a proposed budget for 2024-25, which will be considered by the 

board of directors at its March 16 meeting. Once approved by the board, a budget proposal will be distributed to 

members for approval at the LWVNE Annual Meeting on April 6 in Omaha. 

 

 

Voting Rights Coalition to send letters to colleges, universities 
By Carolyn Thiele, director of voter services 

 

Voter Services has been working with members of the Voting Rights Coalition to develop a letter to be sent to 

the 38 colleges and universities in the state to remind them of the federal mandate to offer voter registration to 

their students if they receive federal financial aid.  

 

After some delay in getting the project moving, Rachel Gibson,  

action vice president for the League of Women Voters of 

Nebraska, and I volunteered to take the lead for the LWVNE. The 

letter includes information about the Students Learn Students 

Vote Coalition, a resource sheet and an offer to assist.  

 

A list of members of Voting Rights Coalition partners has been 

compiled. They have been asked, based on their location, to send 

the letter and resource sheet to their area colleges and universities 

as well as to offer to serve as the contact for questions. All 

colleges and universities in Nebraska will be contacted by the end 

of January. 

 

The Nebraska Civic Engagement Table is convening GOTV (Get Out the Vote) coalition meetings across the 

state. I have asked to be included so I can become more aware of what is occurring and how the LWVNE can 

be involved and helpful. 

 

 

Action team recommends name change to redefine scope of work 
By Aimée Folker, co-director of disability and behavioral health 

 

The New Year has brought many opportunities for meaningful work by our action team. After much research 

and discussion, the action team voted to redefine the scope of its work to include all disabilities as defined by 

the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. With this expanded purview, the action team voted to recommend 

changing the name of this policy area – as represented on the League of Women Voters of Nebraska board of 

directors – to disability and behavioral health.   

 

That recommendation was made through a motion, which was approved by the LWVNE board at its Jan. 27 

meeting. With the change to the name of the policy area, we are now the Disability and Behavioral Health 

Action Team – or DABHAT. 
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The restructuring to include disabilities at large allows the action team to address the prevalent intersection of 

behavioral health and the intellectual and developmental disabilities communities as well as emphasize equity 

for all those who have been stigmatized, segregated, marginalized and disenfranchised for having a 

diagnosis/socialized label of disability. Since the national LWV and LWVNE programs already state that 

“behavioral health [is] the nationally accepted term that includes both mental illness and substance use 

disorder,” the name change removes the redundancy in using “mental health care.” 

 

In addition to procedural and program restructuring, DABHAT followed and discussed the carry-over and 

newly introduced bills in the 108th Legislature pertaining to its work. The team met over Zoom and through 

email to decide its high priority bills; bills it will monitor; and those that it will encourage individuals to support 

or oppose on a personal basis, not acting on behalf of the LWVNE. 

 

Brad Meurrens, public policy director of Disability Rights Nebraska, attended a 

DABHAT meeting to help sort through the disability bills as well as provide his 

experienced view into the broader state of disability awareness in Nebraska. The team 

greatly appreciates the insight and policy acumen that Meurrens brought to its discussion. 

The team also thanks Rachael Gibson, LWVNE action vice president, for joining its 

discussions as well as her support and work to track legislative bills.  

 

During the coming months, DABHAT will continue to track and provide input on its 

priority bills through the Legislature’s online comment platform or through in-person  

testimony. The team will begin work to revise its section of the LWVNE program to  

reflect its newly restructured focus. For a list of DABHAT’s bills and proposed actions to 

support or oppose as well as to join the action team, please contact me at afolker@lwvnebraska.org or co-

director Angela Gleason at angela@lwvnebraska.org 

 

 

NDEE seeks input on climate action plan 
By Claudia Stevenson, director of natural resources and energy 

 

The Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy is hosting a series of upcoming public meetings on 

Nebraska's Comprehensive Climate Action Plan to gather public input and provide a progress report on the 

state's plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

The Natural Resources and Energy Action Team of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska encourages 

League members to provide input on the NDEE climate action plan by attending public meetings being held 

throughout the state through Feb. 12. Or, they may send a comment to the NDEE through this link. 

 

The state’s tentative list of priority measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions must be submitted by March 

1. 

 

Last year, Nebraska was awarded $3 million from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency through the 

Inflation Reduction Act to develop and implement action plans over the next two years. Included in the plan are 

these initiatives, which are supported by the LWVNE’s 2023-2024 Program: 

• Expanding climate-resilient agriculture – Provide incentives for beneficial practices and assist in 

implementation, including increased access to technologies, equipment, and seed and plant material. 

• Adapting the grid – Promote electrical grid and transmission upgrades, research and development to 

enable greater reliability and renewable energy access and integration. 

Brad Meurrens 

mailto:afolker@lwvnebraska.org
mailto:angela@lwvnebraska.org
https://nebraskaexaminer.com/briefs/meetings-set-to-gather-public-input-on-nebraskas-greenhouse-gas-reduction-plan/
https://unl.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4TSaVAT1BaunKVE?link_id=1&can_id=f4941d885e00c909687196cc3e584f99&source=email-public-meetings-on-nebraskas-plan-to-cut-emissions&email_referrer=email_2172508&email_subject=public-meetings-on-nebraskas-plan-to-cut-emissions&emci=623dcf89-85b4-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=411e10d2-ceb6-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&ceid=1364375
https://lwvnebraska.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/LWVNE-2023-2024-PROGRAM.pdf
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• Promoting soil health – Encourage soil health research and provide incentives and technical assistance to 

producers to implement soil health practices that regenerate soils, sequester carbon and support the 

financial stability of Nebraska’s farmers and ranchers. 

• Encouraging innovation – Nurture new technologies and clean, efficient practices. Promote research on 

cellulosic biofuels (biofuel production from crop waste and municipal solid waste) such as agricultural 

practices that store carbon in soils. 

 

NDEE public meetings to gather input from participants were held in Alliance on Jan. 30 and North Platte on 

Jan. 31. Upcoming meetings are scheduled for: 

• Norfolk on Tuesday, Feb. 6, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at Northeast Community College, Lifelong Learning Center, 

Rooms E and H, 801 E. Benjamin Ave. 

• Lincoln on Thursday, Feb. 8, 6 to 8 p.m. at Park Middle School, 855 South 8th Street, Door 5 

• Grand Island on Monday, Feb. 12, 5:30 to 7 p.m. at the Public Library, Room B, 1124 W. Second St. 

 

At the public meetings, a short presentation 

about the program will be presented, and 

emission reduction measures brought up in 

stakeholder sessions held in late 2023 will 

be discussed. The public can weigh in on 

the measures, ask questions and provide 

input and comment on proposed priority 

rankings by the NDEE. 

 

Nebraskans can check their climate risk 

assessment by entering their street address, 

city, state or ZIP code here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hastings LWV members attend presentations on variety of topics 
By Linda Rea, president 

 

The League of Women Voters of Hastings is in the process of updating its brochure, renewing its Facebook 

presence and exploring ways to recruit new members.  

Members also are looking forward to a program about artificial intelligence in February. From September to 

December 2023, Hastings LWV members attended presentations on: 

• The Bridge, a facility in Hastings that provides a holistic substance abuse recovery program for women 

and their families, presented by Jill Gregg, director, and a resident. 

• The status of the current City Building and the City of Hastings’ strategic plan by Shawn Metcalf, city 

administrator. 

• The duties and services of the Nebraska Public Service Commission by Eric Kamler, NPSC District 4 

representative. 

• New changes to school finance and the impact on the area schools by the superintendents of the 

Hastings, Adams Central and Trumbull school districts. 

• The damage to human and animal health and the environment as well as problems with the subsequent 

clean-up at the closed AltEn plant near Mead by state Sen. Carol Blood. 

 

Stevenson entered her address to check her climate risk. 

https://climatecheck.com/
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LWVGO registers high school students to vote, plans to hire intern 
By Sarah Smolen, co-president 

 

Registration of high school students who become eligible to vote in the 2024 election season is a major focus 

for the members of the League of Women Voters of Greater Omaha. The LWVGO also plans to hire an intern 

to assist with 2024 election year efforts. 

 

At a recent voter registration event at Millard North High School, LWVGO volunteers registered 125 new 

voters. And 100 students signed up to receive early voter ballot postcards from the Douglas County Election 

Commission. The League provided a PowerPoint for teachers to present to their students in class, and 

volunteers were present for the entire school day in the main lobby.  

 

The LWVGO voter outreach team has met with representatives of the Omaha Public Schools to plan voter 

registration events for students in government classes who become eligible to vote in 2024. After a training 

session for LWVGO volunteers in early February, voter registration events will begin at OPS schools in mid-

February and continue through the spring to prepare voters to participate in the May 14 primary election. This 

has been a successful high school student registration event, and we anticipate a good turnout this year. 

 

LWVGO executive board members have begun the process of hiring an intern for the 2024 election season. The 

board drafted a rough job description, decided on an interview process and where to post the position, discussed 

pay and insurance concerns, and created a timeline for interviewing and hiring. The board plans to have the 

description and details finalized and prepared to announce publicly by Feb. 5. 

 

Finally, LWVGO members toured the “Voices and Votes: Democracy in America” private exhibit on Jan. 23 at 

the Great Plains Black History Museum. LWVGO received lots of positive feedback about this event and may 

do more like it in the future.  

 

Seward County LWV works on voter education, member recruitment 
By Lori Shriner, president 

 

The League of Women Voters of Seward County is planning programs to educate voters as well as exploring 

ways to expand its membership. 

 

Dates in March are being considered for a planned program on “Informed Voting,” which will be led by LWV 

member Tobin Beck, who teaches history and government at Concordia University. He will package his 

classroom lecture on sourcing/verifying election information with a voter education viewpoint for the program. 

 

Marilyn Bechtel is working with Seward County Clerk Sherry Schweitzer to offer a voter registration 

orientation prior to the May 14 primary. Schweitzer will publish notice of this orientation as a public meeting 

open to all who wish to attend. The League also may offer voter registration programs in area assisted living 

facilities and at other locations. 

 

Members of the LWV of Seward County also want to be involved in the Students Learn Students Vote program 

at Concordia University and possibly at Southeast Community College in Milford. The League of Women 

Voters of Nebraska is a member of the national SLSV coalition, which is the largest nonpartisan network in the 

country dedicated to increasing student voter participation. 

 

Beyond these voter education, registration and Get Out the Vote programs, expanding membership is a priority 

this year for the LWV of Seward County. Two of our 10 members have indicated they will not renew their 
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membership in 2024 due to time conflicts. We are looking at a variety of ways to make our work more visible in 

the community. 

 

The LWV of Seward County also is continuing its efforts to recruit a treasurer. 

 

Finally, due to renovations at the Seward Civic Center, the League and other civic groups are looking for new 

meeting places and storage space for organization materials and possessions. The LWV of Seward County is 

utilizing this opportunity to determine what items to keep and what could be donated or otherwise recycled. 

 

 

DEI Committee outlines goals for 2024 
By Aimée Folker, co-chair, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee 

 

Changing its name, establishing a study group and providing training for members of the League of Women 

Voters of Nebraska are among the goals of the LWVNE’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee. 

 

Members of the DEI Committee met in December to outline goals for 2024. The committee’s overall goal is to 

help LWVNE members understand the need to work individually on DEI while the League continues to work 

systemically – ultimately finding a way to focus on both.  

 

The following is a list of goals proposed by the DEI Committee: 

• Change the name of the committee to DEIJA (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice and Accessibility) 

Committee to highlight justice systems and accessibility as relevant to inclusive work. 

• Include the LWVNE’s DEI (DEIJA) policy on membership and renewal materials with a box to check 

indicating that members agree to uphold and support the League’s policy. 

• Explore a DEI (DEIJA) study group open to all members, including reading “Lead Like an Ally” by 

Julie Kratz. 

• Explore providing training for state, local and members-at-large leadership. 

• Contribute an article to the Nebraska Voter each quarter to highlight DEI (DEIJA) work and concepts. 

• Analyze LWVNE and local League websites to ensure our DEI policy is stated clearly and look to 

Leagues in other states for ideas. 

• Encourage members to attend the national LWV convention in June, which will include seminars on 

DEI. 

• Brainstorm five organizations with which to collaborate in the future. 

 

The DEI Committee looks forward to this important work and plans to meet monthly in the near future. League 

members who would like to join the DEI Committee are encouraged to reach out to me at 

afolker@lwvnebraska.org or co-chair Linda Duckworth at lindabduckworth@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

mailto:afolker@lwvnebraska.org
mailto:lindabduckworth@gmail.com
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Urban Soil Health and Agriculture Expo set for Feb. 24 in Omaha 
 

Growers of all experience levels are invited to attend the Urban Soil Health 

and Agriculture Expo on Saturday, Feb. 24, in Omaha. Sponsored by City 

Sprouts, the expo will include two moderated panel discussions; three 

presentations; and designated time to network with attendees and visit 

vendor booths to learn about local, state and federal resources and 

organizations.  

 

"Healthy soil consists of high organic matter, carbon and nitrogen,” said 

Claudia Stevenson, director of natural resources and energy for the League 

of Women Voters of Nebraska. “Whether you farm the back 40 acres or the 

back 40 square feet, you need healthy soil to produce healthy food. The 

League supports all opportunities to improve the soil of Nebraska for the 

production of healthy food. I hope members of the LWVNE will take 

advantage of this great learning opportunity." 

 

In addition to serving as director of natural resources and energy for the 

LWVNE, Stevenson is president of the Soil and Water Conservation 

Society, which has a table at the expo. She retired from the Natural 

Resources Conservation Service, which will be represented by speakers at 

the event.  

 

Registration for the event is free with an optional donation to City Sprouts. Register here. 

 

A moderated panel on “Urban Soil Health: Challenges and Triumphs” will focus on the main causes of urban 

soil health deterioration and principles and practices to improve soil health quality in metropolitan areas. This 

discussion is important to growers who are starting a small backyard garden or are already an established urban 

farm.  

 

A moderated panel on “Urban Agriculture as a Solution to Climate Change” will highlight its positive impacts 

on mitigating the effects of global warming. From increased food security to improved air quality, urban 

agriculture is useful to protecting some of the more vulnerable communities from the devastation caused by 

climate change. 

 

The expo will also feature speakers from the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service 

and City Sprouts to provide insight into programs available to growers and the impact these programs can have 

on an operation. 

 

Attendees will have the opportunity to network with panelists, presenters, vendors and guests – all of whom are 

part of the urban agriculture and soil health communities in Omaha and the surrounding area. Vendors will 

provide resources and access to information as well as the opportunity to learn from organizations already 

participating in conservation agriculture and soil health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.omahasprouts.org/events/2024-urban-soil-health-and-agriculture-expo

